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Ryves Holt, of Lewes, Delaware, 
1696 — 1763 


By Daniet F. Wotcortr * 


T is a source of never ending regret to the local historian 
that many of the early colonial records of the Three Lower 
Counties on the Delaware have not survived to modern 

times. The natural consequence has been that for the most part 
many prominent colonials of those counties appear in our his- 
tories only as the holders of various colonial offices. Such a 
colonial personage was Ryves Holt, of Lewes. His name in our 
chronicles is limited almost entirely to the lists of colonial office- 
holders. ‘The character of the man himself, what he did, how 
he acted and reacted, has long been obscured in the shadows 
of the past. 

Not so long ago, while searching through a mass of papers 
found among the effects of Daniel Rodney, of Lewes, the 
Honorable Richard S. Rodney came across several copies of 
letters written by Ryves Holt, his travel memorandum book, 
and a digest of the common law owned by him. From the in- 
formation thus learned, it is possible to some extent to lift the 
obscuring curtain of time which heretofore has surrounded 
Ryves Holt, the man. It is the intent of this paper to attempt 
this by piecing together all of the now ascertainable facts con- 
cerning him.* In addition to and following this biography, there 
are reproduced these and some other unpublished letters and 


*The Honorable Daniel F. Wolcott is Associate Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Delaware and a director of the Historical Society of Delaware. 

1 The find of the material on Ryves Holt serves again to point up the desirability 
of not destroying old papers without at least having examined them carefully, for 
it is from such sources that the local historian is able to extract isolated facts which, 
fitted together with other facts, form a reconstructed mosaic of the early life of the 
Three Lower Counties. Because of the loss of many early official records, this is the 
only means left to the historian. 
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the manuscript book of Holt, describing his travels in the Three 
Lower Counties while on the colonial court circuit. 


In the 1720’s the port of Lewes in Sussex County was a 
small settlement located on the western bank of Lewes Creek. 
It was a village of perhaps sixty families containing perhaps 
three hundred persons. It was the most important settlement 
of Sussex County, but, at that time, Sussex County itself could 
have contained scarcely more than 1700 persons.” While Lewes 
was the population center of an entire county, that county was 
an area of scattered and probably not too productive farms linked 
together by bad roads.°® 


Undoubtedly, Sussex County could have produced little for 
export through the port of Lewes, but, nevertheless, it was an 
important community, for its position at the mouth of the Dela- 
ware Bay made it the first port of call for shipping ascending 
the Delaware to the growing city of Philadelphia and the last 
point of departure for outbound shipping. Its harbor must 
oftentimes have been crowded with vessels carrying the cargoes 
on which the future prosperity of the Delaware River Basin was 
founded.* It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that Lewes, 
Delaware, even at this early date, was looked upon as a place of 
opportunity for a young man.® Thus, it may be assumed that 
so Ryves Holt looked upon it when, in 1721, he stepped ashore 


2In 1728 Ryves Holt, as sheriff of Sussex County, estimated the population of 
the county to be 1750 persons. C. H. B. Turner, Some Records of Sussex County, 
Delaware (Philadelphia, 1909), p. 224. 

8 See John Watson’s journal for a description of the condition of the road leading 
northward from Lewes in 1750. He recorded that his “Horse in the midst of the 
Road had like to have mired sinking up to his Belly in the sand and Water.” John 
W. Jordan (ed.), “Penn versus Baltimore; Journal of John Watson, Assistant Surveyor 
to the Commissioners of the Province of Pennsylvania, . . . 1750/51,” Pennsylvania 
Magazine of History and Biography, XXXIX, 28. 

4On Sept. 1, 1734, Ryves Holt, as naval officer of the port of Lewes, reported 
to the Council in Philadelphia a list of all ship clearances through his office in Lewes 
and promised faithfully to report quarterly in the future. Retained copy of letter 
in Tess a the Honorable Richard $. Rodney, which is printed below. It is 
not unreasonable to assume that it was the b i equi 
Rey erers number of clearances which required 

*In 1701, Henry Brooke, described by James Logan as a young man of the “ best 
es parts I had known,” settled in Lewes from Philadelphia to become collector 
of customs and, later, a member of the Provincial Council and justice of the Supreme 


Court for the Three Lower Counties, Unpublish 
Be se uiciacd ss vagy j published paper on the early Delaware 
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with his wife and two-year-old daughter intending to make it 
his home.* 

Ryves Holt was born in Philadelphia probably in 1696," the 
eldest son of Captain Samuel Holt and Elizabeth Ryves. What 
is known of his early life and antecedents comes from a letter 
of August 19, 1733, written to his cousin, Edward Ryves, of 
London.’ From this account it appears that his father and 
mother had eight children, of whom Ryves Holt, a brother, and 
two sisters survived the death of his mother in August, 1707. 
He spent the first five years of his manhood “in a Trading way 
at Sea from Philada to the West Indies & Portugall ” and decided 
to settle ashore at Lewes in 1721. At this time he was twenty- 
five years old and, accordingly, probably first went to sea at the 
age of ninteen or twenty. 

On February 7, 1717, at the age of twenty-one, he married 
Katherine Roch at Christ Church in Philadelphia. Two years 
later his marriage was blessed with the birth of a daughter, 
Penelope.*° It is probably safe to assume that the acquisition of a 
wife and child decided him to look for a means of regular support 
and led to his decision to quit the sea and to settle ashore for, 
from his own pen, we learn that in the course of his five years 
“in a Trading way at Sea,’’ he met with ““ Many Losses By means 
of that Inconstant Element.” * 

It is now a matter of surmise as to the reason which led him 
to choose Lewes, Delaware, as his permanent residence, rather 
than his native Philadelphia. It is reasonable to conclude, how- 
ever, that the prospect of appointment to public office exerted 


6In a letter of Aug. 19, 1733, te Edward Ryves, of London, Holt described his 
early life and fixed the year of his arrival in Lewes. Retained copy of letter in 
possession of the Honorable R. S. Rodney, which is printed below. 

7Ryves Holt died, May 8, 1763, in his sixty-seventh year. Walter G. Tatnall, 
“Tombstone Records, Sussex County,” p. 36 (Delaware State Archives, Dover, Del.) ; 
H. C. Conrad, Address ... in Memory of Ryves Holt . .. (Papers of the Historical 
Society of Delaware, No. LXIII [Wilmington, 1914]), p. 9. An incorrect date for his 
death is given in Turner, Records, p. 338. 

8 Holt to Edward Ryves, Aug. 19, 1733. 

9 Jordan, “ Journal of Watson,” Pennsylvania Magazine, XXXIX, 6. 

10 Holt to Edward Ryves, Aug. 19, 1733. The daughter of Ryves Holt married 
a Mr. Coward and had a daughter, Penelope, who became the second wife of Jacob 
Jones, the father of Commodore Jacob Jones, of the War of 1812. Conrad, Address, 

0: 

: 11 Holt to Edward Ryves, Aug. 19, 1733. 
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its influence for, almost at once, he was naval officer of the port 
of Lewes,” and it is more than probable that his commission 
to this office was in his pocket on his arrival. : 

It is probably safe to assume further that the appointment 
as naval officer of the port of Lewes assured the recipient a 
steady income, for a similar appointment had brought Henry 
Brooke to Lewes in 1701. An assured source of income must, 
undoubtedly, have loomed large in the eyes of a young man with 
a wife and infant daughter to support. 

While the favor of the Provincial authorities undoubtedly 
led to Ryves Holt’s settlement in Lewes, it is nevertheless appar- 
ent that upon his arrival he began to advance on his own merits 
in the estimation of his fellow townsmen for, in 1724, he was 
commissioned sheriff for Sussex County.” 

At this time, the office of sheriff was one of the two elected 
county offices of the Provincial counties. It is true that two 
persons were elected to each office, one of whom was selected 
and commissioned by the Provincial governor, but it was never- 
theless necessary to receive either the highest or next to highest 
total of the votes of the inhabitants to permit the governor to 
commission. The fact that in less than three years after his 
arrival in Lewes, Ryves Holt had sufficiently commended himself 
to the residents of Sussex to be elected to the office of sheriff 
is an indication that he must have had the knack of recom- 
mending himself to the electorate. 

Holt served thereafter simultaneously as naval officer of the 
port and sheriff of Sussex County for a number of years.** The 
fees received by him from these offices must have given him at 
least a modest living for, in August, 1723, he bought a house 
and lot at the southwest corner of Second and Mulberry streets 
where, presumably, he lived for the remainder of his life.2® 


12 Ibid. The inference is justified that young Holt had influential backing, for 
there is no other apparent reason for the appointment. He described his father as 
“Captain Holt,” and it is possible that the older Holt was a Philadelphia merchant of 
some means. The subject, however, has not been pursued. 

18H. CG. Conrad, History of the State of Delaware (Wilmington, 1908), II, 691; 
J. Thomas ue History of Delaware (Philadelphia, 1888) , 1, 527. Lae 

aws of the Government of New- 
PMactene 1755) poo f New-Castle, Kent and Sussex, Upon Delaware .. . 


a Holt to Edward Ryves, Aug. 19, 1733. Holt spoke of being naval officer and 
having been sheriff for seven times. 16 Conrad, Address, p. 4. 
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The public career of Ryves Holt is remarkable for the 


4 number of public offices he held during the course of his life. 


He continued to serve as naval officer of the port until at least 
the year 1734.7 He served as sheriff of Sussex County from 
1724 to 1730.** In 1733 he was appointed king’s attorney, the 
prosecuting officer of those times, for Sussex County, and served 
as such until 1745.*° He was a member of the colonial Assembly 
for the Three Lower Counties a total of sixteen times from 1734 
to 1755 and was elected speaker by eight of those Assemblies.” 
In 1740 he was commissioned a justice of the peace.** On Octo- 
ber 26, 1745, he was commissioned chief justice of the Supreme 


Court of the three lower counties,” serving as such until his 


death on May 8, 1763. He served as one of the Sussex trustees 
of the loan office from 1746 to 1759.77 In 1750 the Penns 
appointed him one of seven commissioners to represent them 
in the boundary controversy then going on between Pennsyl- 
vania and the province of Maryland.** From 1753 until his 
death in 1763 he served as prothonotary of the Court of Com- 
mon Pleas for Sussex County * and from 1756 to 1758 he was 
lieutenant colonel of the militia battalion of Sussex County.” 
The list of offices held by him over the space of forty-two 


17 Holt to [the Council in Philadelphia], Sept. 1, 1734. 

18 Conrad, Address, p. 5; Turner, Records, pp. 46-47; Conrad, History of Delaware, 
II, 689; Scharf, History of Delaware, I, 133, 135. It is interesting to conjecture that 
the passage in 1740 of an act prohibiting any person who had held the office of 
sheriff for three successive years from again occupying that office until after the 
lapse of three more years (Laws of the Government ... upon Delaware, pp. 133-34) , 
might have been influenced by the long and continuous occupancy of the office in 
Sussex by Holt and a few others. If such is the case, Holt is exhibited as the fore- 
runner of some modern politicians, euphemistically called “ practical,” for the act 
was passed because seekers after repeated election to the office of sheriff “make it 
their frequent Practice to engage Persons to vote for them, by giving them strong 
Drink, and using other Means, inconsistent with the Design of free Voting at Elections; 
by Means whereof many unguarded Persons are drunk and disorderly more particularly 
at the Time of Elections; whereby great Confusions and Mischiefs arise.” 

19 Conrad, Address, p. 5; Scharf, History of Delaware, I, 527, 567. 

20 Unpublished list of members of the colonial Assembly, compiled by R. S. 
Rodney. Copy deposited in the library of the Historical Society of Delaware. 

21 Scharf, History of Delaware, II, 1212. 

22 Ibid., I, 526; Conrad, Address, p. 7. 

283R. S. Rodney, Colonial Finances in Delaware (Wilmington, 1928), p. 65. 

24 Jordan, “ Journal of Watson,” Pennsylvania Magazine, XXXIX, 2. 

25 Scharf, History of Delaware, 1, 527; Conrad, History of Delaware, II, 689. 

26 Scharf, History of Delaware, 1, 140-41; Leon deValinger, Jr., “ Rodney Letters 
[Supplement],” Delaware History, I, 101-2. 
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years is an imposing one. Among the offices held were the most 
important ones available to a resident of the Three Lower 
Counties. He first took office in 1721 and, thereafter, until his 
death continued to hold and discharge public office, never failing 
from 1724 on to occupy at least two offices simultaneously. The 
great number of offices held and his continuity of service raise 
a strong presumption that he was an able public servant and 
discharged the duties of his various offices more than adequately. 

To the modern generation such duality of officeholding 1s 
almost incomprehensible. The most curious of Holt’s duality 
of officeholding was that which occurred during the period 1753 
to 1763 when he was at one and the same time chief justice of 
the Supreme Court for the Three Lower Counties and, also, 
prothonotary, or clerk, of the Court of Common Pleas for Sussex, 
which was one of the trial courts from which appeals were taken 
to the court of which he was chief justice. 

As far as can be ascertained at the present time, there was no 
prohibition of law against holding two apparently incompatible 
offices. The only statutory provision against duality of office- 
holding was the prohibition found in the act of 1726-1736,” 
establishing the Supreme Court for the Three Lower Counties, 
against the justices of the Supreme Court from sitting as judges 
in any other court of the counties. 

The reason for the holding of more than one office by one 
man is readily found in the method of compensating officeholders 
for their services. No office carried with it a fixed salary. The 
holder of each office was compensated by the collection of fees 
prescribed by statute for the doing of each official act pertaining 
to the office.** It must certainly have been that the business 
transacted in the various public offices was not so great that the 


27 Laws of the Government .. . upon Delaware, ptt 

28 See ibid., pp. 239-52, for an act establishing in 1743 a schedule of fees for 
the offices of governor’s secretary, master of rolls, justice of the Supreme Court, justice 
of Oyer and Terminer, attorney-general, sheriff, crier of court, coroner, justice of 
the peace, clerk of the Supreme Court, clerk of the Court of Quarter Sessions, pro- 
thonotary, register, clerk of Orphan’s Court, constable, attorney-at-law, jurors, witness 
and deputy-surveyor. The schedule of fees for each office is elaborate and particular; 
e. g., the sheriff received fees for acts, running from serving writs to whipping branding, 
and pillorying. It is interesting to note that his fees for carrying out a sentence of 
death was 20 shillings but only 5 shillings for whipping a prisoner. 
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fees collected by the officeholder totaled over the course of a 
year any large amount. Necessarily, therefore, a man who de- 
voted his life to public service, seeking thereby to earn a liveli- 
- hood, had to hold more than one office simultaneously so that 
the fees collected by him would total an adequate amount on 
which he could live.”° 


That this must have been the fact is indicated by a letter 
of March 13, 1764, from John Rodney to Caesar Rodney, after 
the death of Ryves Holt.*° The death of Holt, of course, had 
vacated a number of offices in Sussex County, and John Rodney 
solicited the good services of his relative to obtain for him 
appointment to the offices of prothonotary and clerk of the peace, 
“ which the late Mr. Holt enjoyed.”’ Caesar was unable to obtain 
the appointments for him, but his letter is interesting in that it 
throws light on the attitude of the times on the holding of more 
than one colonial office simultaneously. Thus, John Rodney con- 
cluded, “ As to the Clerk of the peace’s office, I am Easy about 
that, it is so trifling here, though I think they ought both to go 
together.”’ 

It is apparent that soon after establishing himself in Lewes 
in 1721, Ryves Holt became a leading citizen and, as such, took 
an increasingly active and undoubtedly decisive part in the 
affairs of Lewes. That this is so seems apparent from a letter of 
March 6, 1734, which he wrote to Thomas Penn, one of the 
sons of William, concerning a dispute at that time disturbing 
the inhabitants of Lewes.** ‘The matter arose from a rumor 
circulated through Lewes that a Mr. Fisher had been granted 
Lynk’s Island, commanding the approaches to the so-called Great 
Marsh, which had for years been thought by the inhabitants of 
Lewes to have been granted to them by William Penn, himself, 
as a common pasture. Holt wrote that when the report was 
spread, “ The Towns People assembled ‘Together, and shewed 


29 Ibid., pp. 241, 288. As chief justice at the time of his death, Holt’s fee was 
£2 for each day he sat in court. Since, however, he probably averaged twenty days 
a year, his average income from that office was probably in the neighborhood of 
£40 per year. 

30 John Rodney to Caesar Rodney, Mar. 13, 1764, Delaware History, 1, 101-2. 

31 Holt to Thomas Penn, Mar. 6, 1734, Penn Papers (Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania). This letter is printed below. 
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an almost genl-Discontent.” His description would seem to indi- 
cate that a tumultous meeting must have been held, and he 
reports that, “ Vain was it, (During The First Heat) to Call 
upon Them to make out a Title Thereunto, But at Length... 
it was .. . resolved To Petition . . . For a grant of the Places 
afsd.” The petition thus resolved upon bore fruit, for on June 
23, 1736, the general discontent of the good people of Lewes 
must have been allayed by the warrant of Thomas Penn, direct- 
ing the survey of the Great Marsh and confirming its title in 
three trustees, one of whom was Ryves Holt, for the use of the 
inhabitants of Lewes as a common pasture.” 

Holt’s letter of March 6, 1734, throws an interesting side- 
light upon the man himself. It will be recalled that prior to 
that year he had received several instances of favoritism from 
the Penns, evidenced by his appointments as naval officer of 
the port, sheriff and, shortly before, in 1733, as king’s attorney. 
His letter would seem to indicate that he was aware of the source 
of his preferment and sought to do nothing to dry it up. Thus, 
he concluded, “I Having adventured To say to my Fellow 
‘Townsmen, upon that Occasion, That I was Confident, That if 
our Honfora]ble Proprietarys Knew That we were Desirous of 
Taking up the said marsh &ta: They would not Deny us, Pro- 
vided we made a Proper application; I Thought it would not 
Be ‘Taken amiss, ‘To Trouble yr: Honour, with The foregoing 
Narration, The Impertinence whereof; if yo’ll Please to Excuse, 
It will Lay me under a great obligation of Being at all Times 
ready, to manifest The Duty and affection That I owe To That 
Hon|ora]ble Family; under whose ancestors governt—, and upon 
whose Land, I First Drew in Breath.” 

Holt’s fulsome submission to proprietary obedience, even 
in that age of flowery protestation of humble servitude, seems 
a little extreme. It may, however, be simply a manifestation 
of sincere gratitude on his part for the favors he had received 
from the hands of the Penns, as well as insurance for the future 
receipt of further favors. 

Shortly before 1734, Holt decided to become a lawyer. He 
so decided in 1731 which year is fixed by his letter of August 19, 


32 Ibid.; Scharf, History of Delaware, II, 1224. 


RYVES HOLT, OF LEWES, DELAWARE, 1696-1763 11 


1733, to his cousin, Edward Ryves, a London barrister.** Edward 
Ryves was unknown to Holt. He learned of his existence from 
a Mr. George Read, a son of Edward Ryves’ sister, Jane, who 
~ in July, 1733, passed by Lewes in a vessel voyaging to the island 
of St. Christopher. From Read, Holt learned of Edward Ryves, 
the son of his uncle, George Ryves, his mother’s brother, and 
that Edward was a London barrister. In his letter, Holt spoke 
of his early life and of the offices of sheriff and naval officer 
he had held in Lewes since settling ashore there in 1721. It 
seems apparent from the context of his letter that the income he 
derived from these two offices was insufficient, for he followed a 
reference to them with the statement, ‘“‘ But for a year & $ Last 
Past I Have in Some Sort applyed my Self to the Study of the 
Common Law.” He then spoke of his knowledge that his cousin, 
Edward, was “ Proficient’ in the law, and concluded with this 
request: “ I Shall Be much obliged if yo will Please to advise me 
what authors I Had Best to Begin with.” 

We do not know whether Edward Ryves, the London bar- 
rister, complied with the request of his colonial cousin. As a 
matter of fact, Holt was not entirely frank with his London rela- 
tive, for at the time he was writing requesting guidance in the 
study of the law, he was already a member of the bar, and in 
the same year he was appointed king’s attorney for Sussex 
County. 

There is no record of his education as a lawyer. It is not 
known with whom he studied, what books he read, or, indeed, 
his ability as a lawyer. There is in existence a handwritten 
“ Digest of the Principles of the English Common Law,” a folio 
volume of 347 pages, bound in sheepskin.* Each statement of 
a legal principle in this digest is followed by the citation of an 
English case or text, no one of which bears a date later than 1725. 
It is clear from the very fine handwriting of the book that it 
was not prepared by Holt, himself, for his hand is at best difh- 
cult to read. But it is equally clear, from a series of notes in- 
scribed on the first flyleaf in the unmistakable hand of Ryves 


33 Holt to Edward Ryves, Aug. 19, 1733. 
84 Manuscript book in the possession of the Honorable R. S. Rodney. 
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Holt, that he owned the book and probably carried it with him 
as he rode the circuit in the lower counties.*° 

The digest purports to cover the entire field of the common 
law. It is more than probable that it was the sole source of 
legal authority available to Holt, for there is no record today 
of what, if any, library he possessed. It is pleasant to surmise 
that the digest was sent by the London barrister, Edward Ryves, 
to his younger cousin in Lewes in response to his plea for guid- 
ance, but today the origin of the book and its copperplate hand- 
writing lies in the field of pure speculation. However, it is 
clear that it was used by Holt and, undoubtedly, on frequent 
occasions was referred to as authority for the decisions of the 
court of which he was chief justice. ; 


In any event, in 1733 Holt was a member of the bar, as 
evidenced by his appointment as king’s attorney. He also acted 
for private clients, though to what extent and with what re- 
muneration it is impossible today to determine. Two letters 
of May 20, 1734,°° bear witness to his activities in the business of 
clients. One of these, written to a Captain Hopkins, referred 
to his having had one John Adams committed at the February 
term for want of special bail. He had hoped to recover a 
judgment against Adams, ‘‘ But the Day we were to go to Tryall 
I found (upon Discoursing of yr Evidences, that they Could 
not Prove that yo Either Sold or Sent Him the rum, and as 
the fellow Had Been Getting all the Crafty advice He Could 
in order to Cheat yo if Possible, I Durst not Resque a Tryal 
at that Time, and therefore I got it Put [over].” 


The second letter was written to Messrs. White and Taylor 
and referred to Holt’s attempt to collect bills owed by Mr. 
Nunez and Comfort Jenkins for wine apparently sold by White 
and Taylor. Holt reported that Nunez promised to have his 
payment ready in a few days, “‘ But Comfort Says She Expects a 


35 Further evidence of the ownership of the book by Holt is found in a label 
ne ae the inside of the front cover and in the handwriting of Daniel Rodney, 
ee Fine eRe Beis a that the book was found in the home in which Chief Justice 

ves and was presumably owned by him. 

86 Holt to Messrs. White and Taylor, May 20, 1734; Holt to Capt. Hopkins, 


May 20, 1734. Retained copi i 
) : : pies of these letters ar th i 
Ris. Rodneyland See ga eee e in the possession of the Honorable 


s “LP. 


t 
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_ Longer Credit, and Complains Heavily of the Badness of the 


Wine Sent Her.” 
Thus we have some evidence that Holt was an active prac- 


titioner of the law. At the same time he was apparently engaged 


in trade to some extent at least. This is evidenced by his letter 
of April 15, 1734, toa Mr. Baynton “ to the effect that about five 
weeks before he had heard from a Mr. Ellis that in April the 
latter would ship to him “in Tarr, the Proceeds of a neg{ro] 
man He sold for me in Carolina at 240f.” Holt asked Baynton 
to dispose of the tar when it arrived and then adjust the balance 
of their accounts. 

The relationship between Holt and Baynton must have been 
a continuing one, for in a postscript he informed Baynton in 
response to his letter of April 5, 1734, that he had no grain at 
hand and thus could not supply him. He concluded with the 
request that Mr. Baynton send him one pound of Bohea and 
one pound of green tea. 

It thus seems evident that at this time Holt was actively en- 
gaged in the practice of law and in trade on his own behalf. How 
long and to what extent this dual activity continued is impossible 
now to determine. There is no reason to suppose, however, 
that the year 1734 was any different in this respect than any 
other year of his life, and we may legitimately conclude that such 
was his unvarying practice and means of livelihood. 

While engaged as a lawyer and a trader, Holt also continued 
to hold his public offices and discharge their duties. ‘Thus, on 
September 1, 1734, as naval officer of the port of Lewes, he 
forwarded a “‘ List of all the Entrys made in my office Both 
Inwards and Outwards ”’ for the period of one year, commencing 
with Midsummer’s Day, 1733.** It must have been that he had 
been derelict in his duty of reporting, for he promised for the 
future to send each quarter’s list promptly. The inference is 
strong that he had received a mild reprimand from the Pro- 
vincial authorities for his tardiness. Unfortunately, the list of 
ship clearances he forwarded has not survived, but one may infer 


87 Holt to Mr. Baynton, Apr. 5, 1734. Retained copy of the letter is in the 
possession of the Honorable R. S. Rodney and is printed below. 
38 Holt to [the Council in Philadelphia], Sept. 1, 1734. 
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from the promise to report quarterly that it was not inconsider- 
able. 

In 1739 Holt was ordered, together with Jacob Kollock, to 
regulate the turns of pilots who boarded ships ascending the 
bay. It is possible that he was still naval officer of the port at 
the time and apparently these duties were considered to be part 
of the function of his office, but the joint referral of the duty 
to him and Mr. Kollock, who was a prominent citizen of the 
town, raises the possibility that the Lieutenant-Governor, George 
Thomas, cast the duty upon two prominent and respected citi- 
zens of town whose directions were likely to be followed. The 
matter is evidenced by a minute of the Council of March 10, 
1739,°° to the effect that the Lieutenant-Governor had presented 
to the Council his letter of January 26, 1739, to Holt and Kollock 
directing them pursuant to an act of Assembly to restrain pilots 
from boarding vessels without license. The Council further 
desired the Lieutenant-Governor to order Holt and Kollock “ to 
give the several Pilots their turn, that no partiality might be 
complained of in regard to their preferring particular Pilots.” 


Thus, we may picture Ryves Holt as an active public official, 
lawyer, and trader, from day to day carrying on the mundane 
affairs of his own and others in the tranquil atmosphere of the 
small port of Lewes. Life there, however, was not always tran- 
quil. Excitement came to the small community when the 
colonial rivalry between England and France made itself felt 
at the Delaware capes. French privateers appeared in the bay 
to the distress of the shipping of the colonies. Thus, on Septem- 
ber 12, 1747, Ryves Holt joined with Jacob Kollock and Jacob 
Phillips in sending at a cost of £3 an express to the President 
and Council in Philadelphia informing them of the presence 
within the capes of two French privateers, one of which the 
day before had taken an outward bound ship, on that very 
morning had captured a ship putting into Lewes, and was, even 
as the express was being written, in chase of a third ship.*° 


89 [Colonial Records] Minutes of the Provincial Council o 
(Harrisburg, 1851), 
1880) , 646. 
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‘The express was received in Philadelphia but as so often 
happened, the authorities did nothing resulting in practical 
assistance to the people of Lewes, for they “ could only lament 
' their & the good People of Lewes Town’s unhappiness in being 
thus remedilessly exposed to any Attempts the Enemy should 
please to make.” It must have been some small consolation, 
however, to Holt, Kollock, and Phillips that the Council graci- 
ously defrayed the cost of £3.* 

The problem caused by enemy privateers was a recurring 
one, and precautions were taken for the warning of outward 
bound shipping. On July 1, 1748, by letter to the Governor’s 
Secretary, Mr. Richard Peters,** Holt reported that outward 
bound shipping should be advised that if an enemy privateer 
should be within the capes, and a friendly ship coming down 
the bay were sighted from ‘“ our Lower Battery at Bailey’s Point,” 
one of the largest guns in the battery at Lewes would be fired 
at five-minute intervals until the friendly vessel was observed 
to take notice of the warning. As a further means of making 
signals from the town battery, Holt requested Peters to have 
made a “union Pendant of about 30 feet fly, and Somewhat 
Broader than usual.” 

Some time before this, specifically on October 26, 1745, 
Ryves Holt had been commissioned chief justice of the Supreme 
Court for the Three Lower Counties.** The court to which he 
was thus appointed had been established by an act of Assembly 
during the governorship of Patrick Gordon (1726-1736) .** It 
consisted of a chief justice and two assistant justices. It was 
a court of appeal from the county criminal courts of Quarter 
Sessions and the county civil courts of Common Pleas. In addi- 
tion, upon the three justices was placed the duty of holding 
Courts of Oyer and Terminer in each of the three counties for 
the trial of felony cases in which the penalty prescribed by law 
was death. As salary, the justices were paid when sitting in 
Oyer and Terminer a per diem of 40 shillings to the chief 


41 Ibid. 

42 Holt was also reporting on behalf of Jacob Kollock. Pennsylvania Archives, 
Ist series, II (Philadelphia, 1853), 4-5. 

** Conrad, Address, pp. 7-8. 

44 Laws of the Government . . . Upon Delaware, pp. 90-101. 
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justice and 30 shillings to each of the assistant justices. It is not 
clear what the per diem fee for sitting as members of the 
Supreme Court was, but presumably until the act of 1749,*° 
which made the fees the same as those allowed for holding 
Courts of Oyer and Terminer, they were less. 

By the act establishing it, the Supreme Court was required 
to meet twice a year in each of the three counties, at terms to 
be held in April and October. In April the term in New Castle 
opened on the twenty-first, in Dover on the twenty-fifth, and in 
Lewes on the twenty-ninth. Similarly, in October starting in 
New Castle on the fifth, the terms in Kent and Sussex were held 
successively at intervals of four days. When we consider that 
it took the better part of a day to journey from one county seat 
to the next, it becomes obvious, even allowing for lightness in 
the court’s docket, that the justices were not given much time 
to hear the cases and ride the circuit. 

The close proximity of the terms of court and the press of 
duties from the other offices occupied by him demanded a good 
deal of the time and stamina of Ryves Holt. Thus, on September 
29, 1748, he wrote apparently to the President of the Council, 
Anthony Palmer,** that it would be impossible for him and 
Jacob Kollock, who was a co-trustee of the loan office and a judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas, for Sussex, to attend that official 
at Philadelphia as requested. Holt wrote that prior to the next 
meeting of the Assembly, he and Kollock must settle the accounts 
of the old loan office, settle with the committee of the Assembly 
the first year’s account of the new loan, that he had prepared 
to hold a Court of Oyer and Terminer in Dover on October 11, 
and that he might be elected a member of the Assembly,** and 
that, by reason of all this, for him to travel to Philadelphia, 
back to Dover, then to New Castle for the meeting of the 
Assembly, and then back home to Lewes ‘‘ Carrys with it the 
Idea of So great a Fatigue, that I am well Satisfied, it would be 
too Hard a Task for me to Attempt to Acomplish in So Small a 


45 Ibid., pp. 288-89. 


46 Holt to an unidentified official, apparently Anthony Palmer, President of the 
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Space of Time.” He went on to state, however, that both he 
_ and Mr. Kollock would be content if the present incumbents in 
the elective offices of the county could be commissioned again 
in those offices, which apparently was what the official wanted 
to see them about. 

The allotment of so little time for the holding of the terms 
of court in the Three Lower Counties and what must have been 
an unexpected load of litigation led to the compressing into 
that space of time of as much business as human endurance 
could stand. In 1770, only seven years after the death of Holt, 
George Read, who, as a lawyer, rode the circuit with the courts, 
wrote his wife from Lewes: ‘‘ This is Saturday evening, and I 
am at Mr. Kollack’s, much fatigued with the two past weeks’ 
service. At Dover, I was in court all one night and the greater 
part of another. . . . I came to Lewis on Saturday evening last. 
... On Tuesday, I went into court, was up all night... . Thurs- 
day the dispute between the Jutices and Grand Jury was heard 
... Yesterday we went into the trial of an ejectment, and did not 
leave the court till sunrise this morning.” * 

Thus, within four days in Lewes, George Read spent three 
days and two nights in court in the active trial of cases. ‘This 
was the activity of one lawyer, who was “ much fatigued with 
the two past weeks’ service,” but from it we can gain an inkling 
of the “ fatigue ”’ the judges who held these courts must have 
suffered, for of necessity they had to spend more days and nights 
presiding at trials in which George Read did not appear as 
counsel. It is small wonder, therefore, that Holt protested to 
the Provincial officer that an unexpected trip to Philadelphia 
during a busy season carried ‘‘ with it the Idea of So great a 
Fatigue.” 

During this period the members of the bar followed the 
courts as they rode circuit to the different counties. It seems 
to have been the ordinary practice, not only for the lawyers 
of Delaware to appear indiscriminately in the courts of the three 
counties, but for the lawyers of other provinces as well to prac- 
tice in the courts of the Three Lower Counties. This fact is 


48 William T. Read, Lifé and Correspondence of George Read ... (Philadelphia, 
1870), v. 39. 
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attested to by two letters written by Holt with reference to cases 
pending before the courts of the three counties.*® It 1s plain 
from them that the principal counsel in each case was a Phila- 
delphia lawyer. One of these was John Kinsey, of Philadelphia, 
a member of the bar of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, one time 
attorney-general, chief justice, and speaker of the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, who during his lifetime was one of Philadelphia's 
leading and respected figures, but whose death brought to light 
his misappropriation of the public money as one of the trustees 
of the Pennsylvania Loan Office. 

The second of these Philadelphia lawyers was John Moland, 
a leading lawyer of the time. It was he who was the preceptor 
of George Read, who later settled in New Castle, and who had 
been advised against that step by Mr. Moland because “ the 
county was poor, and not able to support more of the fraternity 
than were in it already, and not fit for any person [to] live in.” * 
Mr. Moland’s opponent in the lawsuit referred to was Mr. Chew, 
also a Philadelphia lawyer, and later chief justice of that Pro- 
vince. 

The practice of lawyers of the time to appear in the courts 
of neighboring colonies was not confined to those of Pennsyl- 
vania. Ina letter of January 16, 1748, to an unknown addressee,” 
Holt, in connection with an attempt on the part of Samuel Hall 
to recover the amount of a debt of another paid by him, referred 
to “ Mr John Neill, one of our Sussex Attorneys, who also Prac- 
tices in Worcester Court.” Worcester Court (County) was, of 
course, in the province of Maryland. 

In at least one of the pending cases referred to, a writ of error 
at the Sussex Supreme Court, Ryves Holt was apparently con- 
cerned not as a judge but as one of the parties to the suit. In his 
letter of October 4, 1751, to Thomas Lawrence, of Philadelphia, 
he stated that he “ Desired to Know whom yo Had Engaged in 

4° Holt to Thomas Lawrence, Oct. 4, 1751, Simon Gratz 
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our Defence as a Successor to Mr Kinsey.” What this lawsuit 
was about, or what connection Holt had with it is unknown, 
except that his reference to “‘ our Defence ” makes it apparent 


‘that he was personally concerned with its conduct. 


The letter to John Moland of August 15, 1752, was in 
reference to a writ of error before Holt’s court, and it is apparent 
that his connection with it was that of one of the judges who 
would have it to decide. He wrote of a statement by Mr. Chew, 
representing one side, to the effect that all his client wanted 
was a “ fair Litigation and a Speedy End,” to which Holt said 
he replied, “ That was all, that any man who Began, or who 
was Drawn into a Law Controversy, Should Justly Expect.” 
Since he advised Mr. Moland concerning the technical require- 
ments of the record that would have to be prepared to prosecute 
the writ of error, we may assume that Mr. Moland represented 
the losing party in the trial court. 

Unfortunately, the records of the Supreme Court of the 
Three Lower Counties have been lost, although the historian 
Scharf in his History of Delaware, on at least one occasion, re- 
ferred to them.** Their absence makes it impossible to measure 
the volume of work coming before the court and its nature. 

On February 6, 1759, an event took place with which Holt, 
as chief justice of the Court of Oyer and Terminer of Sussex 
County, became almost at once actively concerned. On that 
date John Willey, who lived on land described as lying in the 
forest part of Cedar Creek Hundred, commonly called the Great 
Neck, which some said had always been reputed to be part of 
Sussex County, shot and killed William Outten, an under sheriff 
of Worcester County, Maryland.** The unfortunate occurrence 
would never have happened but for the Penn-Baltimore dispute 
over boundaries which threw its cloud of uncertainty over 
property located in the disputed areas. 

The facts were that on November 7, 1759, the grand jury 
of Worcester County had indicted John Willey for his refusal 


58 Scharf, History of Delaware, 1, 527. 

54 The facts and circumstances, charges and countercharges between the Sussex 
and Maryland authorities, are set forth in detail in a series of letters, depositions, 
and reports printed in Pennsylvania Archives, 1st Series, II (Philadelphia, 1853), 
585-665. 
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to deliver to the Maryland authorities a just list of his taxables 
as required by Maryland law. Later, on February 6, 1759, 
William Outten, accompanied by a posse of armed Marylanders, 
went to Willey’s house to take him into custody to await trial 
in Worcester County. Willey, protesting that he lived in Sussex 
County, broke away from the posse and took refuge in his loft, 
from which place he, for a while, was able to repel the Mary- 
landers. Eventually, some fellow Sussex Countians came to 
his assistance, and it is apparent from the numerous depositions 
presented on both sides that much struggling, cursing, and con- 
fusion ensued, in the course of which John Sharp, of Sussex, 
was wounded in the shoulder by a sword cut, and William 
Outten ultimately was shot and killed by John Willey. In his 
deposition, later made to Chief Justice Holt, Willey asserted 
he shot in self-defense since Outten at the time was charging him 
with sword in hand. 

After the killing of their leader, the Maryland posse with- 
drew, taking with them the body of Outten. Apparently, at 
once John Willey went to Lewes and surrendered himself to 
the authorities there. Holt immediately proceeded with an 
investigation and on February 17, 1759, forwarded a preliminary 
report ** to Governor William Denny in which he referred to 
the difficulty that had arisen from the lack of a body over which 
to hold an inquest, that is, to establish by law that a crime of 
violence had been committed. 


The matter, however, soon grew beyond the bounds of a 
purely local happening, for on April 18, 1759, Governor Horatio 
Sharpe, of Maryland, demanded of Governor Denny, of Penn- 
sylvania, that Willey be delivered to the Worcester County 
authorities for trial.** There followed intensive investigating 
and collecting of evidence, much of which must have been per- 
formed by Holt for almost all of the depositions were sworn 
to before him. Ultimately, since the Penn authorities had the 
person of Willey in their hands, the right to try him was resolved 
in favor of Sussex County, and on June 11, 1759, Governor 


5° Manuscript collections, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
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Denny wrote to Governor Sharpe, informing him that Willey 
would be tried in Lewes on June 25, 1759: 


I sent orders to have the most exact Enquiry made into the affair, and 


_ particularly to ascertain the situation of the place where Outten was 


unfortunately killed, and to return all to me on Oath. 

By a Letter I have just received from the Chief Justice, I have reason 
to think my orders have been carefully obeyed, and I send you Copies 
of Sundry Affidavits, which evince that the place where &c., is in the 
County of Sussex.57 


The final act of this small drama was set forth in a letter 
of June 27, 1759, from Chief Justice Holt, William Till, and 
John Vining, to the Governor ® reporting that at the Court of 
Oyer & ‘Terminer held in Lewes on June 25-26-27 an indictment 
against Willey for murder had been presented to the grand jury, 
which refused to find a true bill. ‘Thereupon, another indict- 
ment, one for manslaughter, was presented, which was returned 
a true bill. Whereupon Willey pled guilty, prayed the benefit 
of clergy, which was allowed, and as punishment was branded 
with the letter M on the brawn of his left thumb. 


It is not to be doubted that the final act was probably agreed 
upon between the authorities and Willey himself, for in his 
deposition first given to Holt he made it plain that he had killed 
in self-defense. Permitting him, however, to plead guilty to 
manslaughter, to which crime benefit of clergy was sometimes 
allowed, meant that he would emerge from an awkward situation 
with no worse than a sore thumb, while the Sussex authorities 
could in truth inform Maryland that the crime had been 
punished.”° 

Ryves Holt has left behind him a travel memorandum book, 
covering the period April 15, 1750, to May 23, 1753,°° in which 


57 Ibid., III, 662-63. 

58 Ibid., III, 664-65. 

59 The plea of benefit of clergy was a device by which the harsh common law 
penalty of death for all felonies was mitigated. Originally, it was allowed only to 
actual members of the clergy, but it had been seized upon by the courts to temper 
harsh justice with mercy. It was provided for in colonial Delaware by an act of 
Assembly and, in fact, was not finally abolished in the state of Delaware until 1823. 
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he recorded rather cryptic notes regarding his journeying to 
and fro among the counties in connection with the holding of 
the courts. These notes, which are reproduced here, make it 
apparent that travel, even for the short distances required in 
the Three Lower Counties, was not a light undertaking. 

Holt recorded that on April 15, 1750, he left Lewes for 
New Castle and took with him: 3 coats and 1 great coat; 6 ruffled 
and 2 plain shirts; 2 cloth and 2 dimity jackets; 3 pairs of 
breeches and 2 of trousers; 1 plaid nightgown; 6 stocks; 6 caps; 
5 pocket and 2 neck handkerchiefs; 4 pairs of thread and 3 pairs 
of worsted stockings; 1 pair of shoes; 1 pair of slippers; 2 wigs; 
1 hat; 2 sets of silver shoe and knee buckles; 1 set of stock 
buckles; 1 pair of gold sleeve buttons; a gold seal ring; a silver 
watch; 3 towels; 1 napkin; a pocketbook and letter (or leather?) 
case; ink pot, pen knife, and quill case; brush and comb; 3 pairs 
of spectacles; nail nippers; 3 pairs of gloves; knife, fork, silver 
spoon, dish, plate, salt holder, and vinegar cruet; a rug, pillow, 
and table cloth; provisions and bottles in three baskets; a cane, 
snuff box; glass and a pint mug. ‘The question comes to mind 
as to how he transported them, but it is probable that he made 
this particular trip by water, as he sometimes did. 

On this same day and at other times he recorded a list of 
things to be purchased and brought home with him to Lewes. 
These lists indicate that the sources of supply at Lewes must 
have been slight at best. ‘Thus, at various times he reminded 
himself to purchase the following: ink powder; butter; cheese; 
wax; tea; coffee; sugar; piece of linen; candles; nutmegs; colored 
thread; paper; window glass; wine; oil; capers; bedlacing; garden 
seeds to plant beans, peas, radishes, lettuce, turnips, and kidney 
potatoes; salt; salt fish; a dozen neat’s tongues; pepper and other 
spices; saltpeter; and a tinned pot for boiling peas. 

He also reminded himself to do certain errands while in 
Philadelphia, to which place he must sometimes have gone from 
New Castle. For example, the garden seeds were to be purchased 
in Philadelphia, and undoubtedly he intended to take there 
“some pairs” of spectacles to be “‘ new silked” and to buy a 
good pair and a reading glass. It must have been to Philadelphia, 
also, that he carried his coat of arms “to be Depicted.” 
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i He recorded the cost of various items he purchased on his 
_ journeys, his meals and lodgings, and the sums paid out for 
services performed. For example, in Dover for the three days’ 


_- sitting of the Court of Oyer and Terminer in November, 1750, 


his share of one-third of the tavern bill was £5, the equivalent 
of $13.35 in dollars. In October, 1750, at New Castle, he bought 
£3 worth of butter, £01:4s for getting his coat and breeches 
washed, and £2 for a wig and for being shaved. And in Novem- 
ber, 1750, at New Castle the charges for boarding and lodging 
his Negro and horses amounted to £3:9s, and at the same time 
he purchased a loaf of sugar and two pounds of chocolate for 
£1:4s:7d. In 1752 a pair of slippers cost him 8 shillings; buckles 
for a chair, 3s:6d; a container of tea, 7s:6d; a wig, £1:10s; being 
shaved, 2s:6d; and oysters, 2s. In April, 1753, snuff cost him 4d 
at Dover. And in the same month he recorded the purchase from 
Mr. Vangezell at New Castle of a new chair, or chaise, for the 
sum of £15, with the reminder that the price included a new 
bridle and cushion, delivery of which was apparently deferred. 
At the same time, a pair of spectacles cost him 10s, and to mend 
his harness was |s:6d. 

It is possible by using his travel book to trace with some 
degree of accuracy the route of his land journeys up and down 
the counties. Almost invariably, he listed the various expenses 
he paid in the same order when traveling from Lewes to New 
Castle, and on his return trips they appear in reverse order. On 
his northward journeys he invariably stopped for a meal at 
Prime Hook Neck at a Mr. Fowler’s; he lodged at Dover that 
night ordinarily at the Golden Fleece, a tavern kept by John 
Clair; on the next day he took a meal at a tavern at Duck Creek 
kept by David Marshal; took his next meal at Mr. Goodwin's 
tavern at St. Georges; and then proceeded to New Castle where 
he ordinarily lodged at the tavern of Ezekiel Boggs, or sometimes 
at the tavern of Slator Clay. 

Occasionally, Holt traveled between New Castle and Lewes 
by water. Thus, he recorded on October 11, 1751, that he paid 
John Maull for the rent of his boat on such a trip the sum of 
£4:1s:11d and added ina marginal note, “ But it is too much.” 
His dissatisfaction with the amount is not surprising when it 
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is recalled that only three years before it had cost £3 to send 
an express all the way from Lewes to Philadelphia to report 
the activities of the French privateers within the Delaware capes. 

It would appear from the memoranda that travel by water 
was infinitely quicker than on land, for on April 25, 1750, Holt 
recorded that he left New Castle by boat at 7 a. M. and arrived in 
Lewes Creek in 8} hours. This is almost unbelievable, unless 
there was an extremely favorable wind and tide at the time, but 
it is so recorded, unless an error of deciphering Holt’s hand- 
writing has been made, which is more than possible because of 
its almost illegibility. 

To pay all of these expenses Holt carried with him a variety 
of coins and paper money, and it must have taken the ability of 
a money-changer to figure the amounts due. He faithfully 
recorded at the commencement of each journey the different 
amounts and kinds of money he took with him. Some of the 
difficulty may be imagined from the fact that he carried different 
kinds in different receptacles. ‘Thus, he recorded pieces of eight 
carried in a leather purse and bag, doubloons and pistoles in a 
silk purse, paper currency in one pocketbook, and cash, which 
was probably specie, in another. In the payment of his bills it 
was of course necessary to translate this variety of money into 
pounds, shillings, and pence at the rate of exchange prevalent 
in the lower counties. 

From the memoranda recorded it is possible to make a partial 
total of Holt’s income derived from some of the public offices 
he occupied. The entries cover a period of approximately three 
years, and during that time he acknowledged to have received 
as chief justice of the Supreme Court the sum of £23; as chief 
justice of the Court of Oyer and Terminer, the sum of £30; as 
one of the seven boundary commissioners, the sum of £47:10s; 
and as a member of the Assembly of 1752, the sum of £4:13s:1ld. 
During the same period he collected for travel charges a total 
of £18:8s. All of these total the sum of £123:16s:5d. This 
amount, however, does not reflect all of the income he received 
from those sources. He did not record any amounts received 
by him as a result of holding court in Sussex County, and the 
amounts recorded as having been received as commissioner and 
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assemblyman are stated to be balances due. It is probable that 
an additional £75 was received to bring the grand total for 
the three years up to £200, or, since the colonial pound had 
- a dollar value of $2.67, the sum of $534.00. ‘Today, this amount 
in terms of our inflated money would perhaps be in the neighbor- 
hood of $3200.00, or an income of approximately $1000.00 per 
year from these sources. 

It is not to be supposed, however, that this was the yearly 
limit of Ryves Holt’s annual income from public office. He 
held other public offices which paid him fees, notably that of 
prothonotary, which undoubtedly was one of the most profitable 
of all the colonial public offices. He must, also, have continued 
his trading activities throughout his lifetime, though there is 
no direct evidence that he did so, and he had in 1733 acquired 
a tract of three hundred acres of land on Mispillion Creek, and 
in 1752 a tract of three hundred and eighty-three acres from 
which it is possible that he derived some profit.” 

In any event, it is safe to assume that he lived comparatively 
well for his day and age. He must have traveled in some style, 
for he recorded payment in New Castle for board of his horses 
and servant, who was probably a slave since he referred to him 
casually as “ my negro.’”’ Nor did he lack cash in amounts which 
for those days must have been considerable. In April, 1750, 
he left Lewes with £22; in October, 1750, £99; in November, 
1750, £37; in March, 1751, £14; and in October, 1752, £101. 
Since the total of these amounts, £273, was more than double 
the total he acknowledged to have received, it is apparent that 
his public service gave him only a portion of his yearly income. 

The travel book of Ryves Holt contains one item which 
serves to illustrate the haphazard way in which the public papers 
of the time were kept and recorded. Thus, on April 16, 1750, 
he noted that he had “left in the Guilt Trunk Locked up in 
the Stairwel[l], in Closet of New room Behind Stairs,” the 
original papers of a lawsuit which he had been carrying around 
with him in order to discuss with his fellow judges the proper 
place to insert them in the court’s record. Under modern 
standards for the keeping of official court records, to say the 


.61 Sussex Warrants and Surveys, H-1-28, H-3-16 (Delaware State Archives) . 
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least, such a practice would be frowned upon. In colonial times, 
however, there was apparently no official depository for public 
records, with the consequence that official papers remained in 
the private possession of the officeholder, a practice which ex- 
plains in part their absence today.” 

In 1755, following the defeat of General Edward Braddock 
by the French and Indians, steps were taken to raise a military 
force in the three counties, one battalion of which was ultimately 
raised in Sussex. This battalion saw no service outside of 
Sussex County and as far as the records show did not fire one 
hostile shot throughout the war. It was apparently raised in 
the expectation of imminent invasion by the French, for on 
November 4, 1755, William Till informed the Secretary of the 
Province, Richard Peters, that upon the receipt of instructions 
to recommend the appointment of officers, he had forwarded 
them forthwith to the magistrates of Kent and Sussex counties. 
Together with “ the melancholy accot of the Situation of Our 
affairs .. . as well as the intentions of the worst of Enemys.” * 

Sussex County responded promptly and on November 7, 
1755, Ryves Holt and Jacob Kollock wrote Governor Robert H. 
Morris * that they had forwarded to the Secretary a list of 
militia officers for the eight companies of foot that were proposed 
to be raised. ‘They went on to say, ‘““we Trust That they are 
so Skilfully Chosen, That when Approved of and Commission- 
ated By your Honour, There will Be a Mutual Concord and 
Harmony Subsisting among the Officers and Their respective 
Companys. On the 10th Instant There is to be a General Meet- 
ing of the whole Body, Near the Centre of the County, About 
14 Miles from Lewes, at wch Time and Place we Intend to 
be Present, to Countenance and Encourage our Fellow Subjects 
of This Small Community, to the utmost of our Power.” 

On November 24, 1755, Holt wrote Governor Morris, re- 
minding him that at the last session of the Assembly he had 
promised to try to obtain some cannon for the defense of Sussex 


82 The early records of New Castle County were presumably lost in a fire which 


a teh the dwelling of John French, who held a number of colonial offices in the 
county. 


63 Pennsylvania Archives, 1st Series, II, 464-65. 
64 [bid., II, 477. 85 Tbid., II, 509-10. 
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County. Holt, accordingly, requested that the county be sup- 
plied with twelve pieces of ordnance, three to fire an eighteen- 
pound ball, three to fire a twelve-pound ball, and six to fire 


~ a six-pound ball. Presumably the cannon were ultimately sup- 


plied, but Holt’s letter is more interesting as evidence of the 
state of alarm that must have prevailed throughout the three 
counties, if the following passage from it is to be taken at face 
value: 


Sir, inroads and invasions from the French Kings’ subjects and their 
Savage Allies, horrid and inhuman Barbarity, Devastations and Slaught- 
ers, by them committed on the back Inhabitants are almost daily sounded 
in our Ears; and these alarms ought (in my humble opinion), to stir 
up every man of us to be upon our Guard, for, on the one Hand, should 
a Land Army come against us we must face them, or be Driven into 
the adjacent waters, on the other, should War be declared between Great 
Britain and France, as we have grounds to Conjecture it is, or soon will, 
we may Probably be placed between two Fires, from which dangerous 
situations nothing but the Aid of the Crown, Vigilance of its Ministers, 
true Valour & Fortitude among our selves, . . . Influenced and blessed 
by the Supreme Disposer of all Events, could deliver us. 


From our vantage point of hindsight, we can be amused at 
the fears of Sussex County that it would be singled out by the 
French enemy as an invasion point in a world-wide struggle. 
There can be little doubt, however, that such fears did exist, 
and the people did their best within their limited resources to 
prepare to repel the expected attack. 

The efforts of Holt and Kollock resulted in the formation 
of eight companies of militia which, in turn, composed a regi- 
ment with Jacob Kollock as colonel and Ryves Holt as lieutenant- 
colonel. It is to be presumed that their encouragement at the 
rally of November 10, 1755, “to the utmost of our Power” 
bore fruit in their appointment to the places of top command, 
for there is no record that either man had any prior military 
training or experience. They were probably chosen to command 
simply because they were the outstanding civilians of an assembly 
of civilians. The officers of the regiment are listed in the Returns 
in the Provincial Secretary’s office as of November 4, 1756.* 


66 Ibid., III, 23-24. 
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The formation of this regiment must have been a major 
effort for Sussex County. Within its ranks it probably con- 
tained the large percentage of able-bodied men of the county. 
Each company was made up of a captain, a lieutenant, an ensign, 
two sergeants, and an average of fifty private soldiers, or a total 
of four hundred and forty men in all. It is probably not too 
far amiss to credit the efforts of Holt and Kollock on November 
10, 1755, “ to Countenance and Encourage our Fellow Subjects 
of this Small Community ” with this probably more than satis- 
fying result. 

As far as is known, this sums up the military career of Ryves 
Holt. He undoubtedly participated in the periodic militia drills, 
and he may have supervised the installation of the cannon in 
Lewes when they were finally furnished, but it is more than 
probable that his interest in things military waned, as did the 
interest of his fellow Sussex Countians, when the fortunes of 
France began to recede. 

In a more peaceful role, Ryves Holt was active, commencing 
in 1750, in the perennial boundary dispute between the Penns 
and Lord Baltimore. In that year he was appointed one of 
seven commissioners to represent the Penns to meet with the 
Maryland commissioners at New Castle for the purpose of laying 
out the twelve-mile circle and division lines between Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, and the Three Lower Counties.® 

The occasion for the resumption of negotiations was a decree 
of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, of Great Britain, commanding 
that the agreement of 1732 between the parties be specifically 
carried out. Despite that agreement, the Penns and the Balti- 
mores had been unable to take even the first step in an actual 
survey, and, finally, in 1735 the Penns had started suit in the 
High Court of Chancery of Great Britain to enforce the agree- 
ment. This lawsuit dragged its weary way until May 15, 1750, 


when the Lord Chancellor ordered both parties to fulfill the 
1732 agreement. 


67 “ Ret f era ae a 9 
fea tit oe of the Militia in the Government of the Three Lowet Countiés, 1756,” 


88“ Papers and Mintites of the Commissioners Pr i 
ers Mi oceedings from 15 to 24 Nov. 
ae Inclusive. _ (Original MS in the library of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania; 
Photostat copy in the library of the Historical Society of Delaware) . 
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The commissioners of both sides met in New Castle on 
November 15, 1750, and at once found that they could agree only 


upon the spire of the courthouse as the center of the twelve-mile 


circle, and little else.” After an exchange of opposing views as 
to the method of laying out the circle, the commissioners of 
both sides designated individuals to proceed to Fenwick Island 
and locate the beginning point of the east-west transpeninsular 
line. To represent the Penns, Ryves Holt, or Benjamin Chew 
in the alternative, was designated. The point then to be agreed 
upon was thereafter to be ratified by all the commissioners, who 
adjourned to meet at Fenwick Island on April 22, 1751.7 

On December 18, 1750, Ryves Holt left Lewes in the com- 
pany of John Watson, William Shankland, and William Parsons, 
surveyors, to go to Fenwick Island to perform this task. They 
met there the Maryland commissioner and his party but were 
delayed in their task by particularly adverse weather. On Decem- 
ber 27, 1750, they located the beginning point of the east-west 
line “ at a cedar Post standing on the northermost part of said 
Island near the smallest of 4 Mulberry Trees growing near 
together.”” Thereupon, Holt returned to Lewes, leaving the 
surveyors to commence the running of the line, which was laid 
out for a distance of six miles before cold weather stopped the 
work.” 

On April 22, 1751, the commissioners of both sides met as 
arranged at Fenwick Island and eventually decided to accept the 
line already partially run by the surveyors. The surveyors again 
set to work and ran the line to the eastern side of Chesapeake 
Bay. On June 16, 1751, the Commissioners approved the line 
as run, and adjourned to await further instructions from the 
Lord Chancellor. The matter came to a standstill because of 


Mason and Dixon Line (Reports of the Maryland Geological Survey, No. VII [Balti- 
more, 1908]), pp. 166-73. 

70 “ Minutes of the Commissioners, 1750.” 

71 Ibid. 

72 Jordan, “ Journal of Watson,” Pennsylvania Magazine, XXXIX, 8, 9-28. It is 
interesting to note that on Dec. 29, 1750, Watson records that a John Bowden came 
to them and said that he had lived on Fenwick Island as a boy and well remembered 
upwards of twenty years before that his father had set up this same cedar post to 
attach a board for the making of drum lines. This is an amusing fact if, as has 
been surmised, Holt and Col. Henry fixed on the cedar post as the beginning point 
in the belief that it was an early landmark. /bid., p. 15. 
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the death of Charles, Lord Baltimore, and the succession to his 
rights by his son, Frederick, who refused to be bound by any 
agreements of his predecessors. The dispute was then litigated 
further in England and finally culminated in a further agreement 
of July 17, 1760.” 

A new agreement between Penn and Baltimore was made 
in July of 1760, and among the new commissioners chosen was 
Ryves Holt.* ‘The commissioners met in New Castle, August 
19, 1760. After a discussion of two days, they agreed upon the 
middle point of the east-west line, from which point the line 
of tangency to the twelve-mile circle was ultimately to be run. 
Subsequent meetings of the commissioners, at which Ryves Holt 
was present, were held in December, 1760, at the middle point 
of the east-west line, at Chestertown, Maryland, March 25, 1761, 
and at New Castle in October, 1761. Asa result of these meetings 
and instructions issued to the surveyors, finally, November 28, 
1761, the surveyors reported that they had set up a post “12 
English statute miles, horizontal measure, from the spire of the 
court house to New Castle.” Thereafter, after two attempts the 
surveyors finally were able to run a true tangent line from the 
middle point of the east-west line to the post previously set up 
in 1761. This line was completed August 19, 1763.7 

Ryves Holt did not live to see the completion of the line 
dividing the lower counties from Maryland, for he died May 8, 
1763."° It must have been a great source of satisfaction to him, 
however, to have had a part in the establishing of a line which 
for all time would put an end to those recurring episodes of 
violence which spilled over the disputed boundary and with 
some of which, as in the case of John Willey, he was intimately 
concerned. 

There is little more to record concerning Ryves Holt. For 
a number of years he was a vestryman and senior warden of St. 
Peter’s Church in Lewes, faithful in attendance and performance 
of his duties as such. Between him and the Reverend William 


78 Resurvey of Maryland-Pennsylvania Boundary, pp. 177-79. 
74 Scharf, History of Delaware, I, 123. 

*8 Resurvey of Maryland-Pennsylvania Boundary, pp. 179-84. 
76 Tatnall, “Tombstone Records, Sussex County,” p. 36. 
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_ Becket, who was sent as a missionary to that church in 172], 
_ there grew up a strong friendship. So much so that Mr. Becket, 
at his death in 1743, bequeathed “ to my good old friends Ryves 
- Holt Esq. a gold ring now on my ring finger.” ” His name 
appears on lists of contributors for the support of St. Peter’s 
Church, and he was not only one of a number who contributed 
toward the purchase price of a farm for the support of Mr. 
Becket, but was also appointed a guardian of the latter’s chil- 
dren.”* 

On at least one occasion deep sorrow came to Ryves Holt. 
In 1739 there was born to Mr. and Mrs. Holt a son who was 
given the name of his father. In his twenty-second year, Ryves 
Holt, Jr., died and was buried in the churchyard of St. Peter’s 
Church. Three years later, his father died and was laid to rest 
beside his son in the graveyard of the church he had so faithfully 
supported.” 

Ryves Holt died intestate, survived by his widow and daugh- 
. ter, who had accompanied him when he first came to Lewes in 
1721. He lived, for those days, a long life and a useful one. 
There can be little doubt that his death was mourned by his 
fellow citizens who had honored him in life, for he had demon- 
strated a faithful devotion to public duty and the furtherance 
of the welfare of his adopted community. Undoubtedly, on 
May 8, 1763, in Lewes a pall of sorrow descended over the town, 
as it frequently does in small towns upon the death of a leading 
and respected citizen. 

So ends the story of Ryves Holt, or rather so much of it as 
can be pieced together today from the fragments of fact that 
have survived. From these few facts it is apparent that he was 
a leading personage of his time and place, continually occupied 
in furthering the fortunes and affairs of the small colony of which 
he was a part. His life was devoid of heroic acts which would 
have claimed the attention of the historian, but he nonetheless 
is deserving of an honored niche in the early history of Delaware, 
the colonial foundations of which he had a hand in erecting. 


77 Turner, Records, pp. 219-20. 
78 Ibid., pp. 222, 228; Conrad, Address, p. 11. 
79 Ryves Holt, Jr., died Mar. 17, 1760. Turner, Records, p. 338. 
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Tue Ryves Hott House IN LEWES 


SOME UNPUBLISHED LETTERS BY RYVES HOLT 


RYVES HOLT TO [EDWARD RYVES] *° 


DEar Sir: [Lewes, Aug. 19, 1733] 


I Have Lately Been acquainted By my Father Capt Saml Holt of 
Philada that yo are the Son of my Mothers Bror Mr George Ryves Decd 
this Intelligence of yr Self & some other Branches of our family He Had 
(about a mo[nth] agoe) from Mr Geo: Read, a son of yr Sister Jane’s, 
whom I was in good Hope of Seeing ashore at the Cape’s of Delaware 
where I Live But a favourable wind Deprived me of that wished f[or] 
Pleasure, and carried Mr Read out to Sea on His [way] to the Island 


80 Edward Ryves is identified by a comparison of the brothers mentioned in the 
letter below. The letters and the manuscript book by Ryves Holt, which are in the 
library of Judge Rodney and are reproduced here and hereafter, are published by his 
permission. The manuscripts are printed here to reproduce Holt’s style, except that 
his raised letters for abbreviations have been lowered to the line of type. 
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of St Christophers, some few Days [ago] I understand my uncle Has 
Been Dead these fifteen years & Left two Sons & 3 Daughters, my Mother 
Left my Self a Bror & 2 Sisters at the Time of Her Decease vizt in 


_ Augt 1707 & Had Buried 3 Sons & I Daughter, I Her Eldest Son Have 


Been Married Sixteen years & Have Issue Only a Daughter aged 14, the 
first five yrs of my manhood I Passed in a Trading way at Sea from 
Philada to the West Indies & Portugall But meeting with Many Losses 
By means of that Inconstant Element I Settled ashore in 1721 at a Town 
called Port Lewes in the County of Sussex near 150 m from Philada of 
which County I Have Been 7 times Sherriff & Navall officer of the Port 
for Many years But for a year & } Last Past I Have in Some Sort 
applyed my Self to the Study of the Common Law and as I am told yo 
are a Proficient [person] therein I Shall Be much obliged if yo will 
Please to advise me what authors I Had Best to Begin [acquainted, crossed 
out] with—I Should now apologize for Speaking so frequently of my Self 
But it is Hardly to Be avoided in a family Letter on our first acquaint- 
ance; my Spouse & Daughter Join me in Pres[enting] our Best Affections 
to yo Self & family, Couss Charles Susannah, Margt & all other relations 
among whom & myself I Hope that Blood we Derive from Our Comn 
ancestors will not run Cold, I am Dear Kinsman 


Yr afft Cousn & Hum Servt 
Lewes Augt 19 1733 
Yo may Direct for Ryves Holt at Lewes in Pensylvania to Be Left at 
Capt S: H: in Philada 


RYVES HOLT TO [CHARLES RYVES].** 


[Lewes, Aug. 19, 1733] 

DEAR SIR 

Mr George Read yr Sister Jane’s Son was lately at Philada and 
acquainted My father Capt Saml Holt, that yr Self yr Bror Edward, 
Sisters Susanna & Margt were the children of my Mothers Bror Mr 
George Ryves of Woodstock Decd, which intelligence my father Having 
Communicated to me I Have Embraced this opportunitie of acknow]- 
e[dg]ing that Kin to which we are so nearly tyed By Nature, whether 
we may ever Have the Happiness of [seJeing Each other I Know not 
But there are such frequent Conveyances Between London and Philada 
the Capital of Pensylvania that unless we are wanting in affection we 


81 Charles Ryves is identified by a comparison of brothers mentioned in the 
previous letter. Holt to [Charles Ryves], Aug. 19, 1733, ibid. 
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may often Converse together By Mutual Letters & By those means Keep 
the Blood of the Ryves’s Warm tho’ some of its Channels are so vastly 
Seperated from each other. I Have in my Letter to Cousin Edward given 
Some acct of my Self & family & therefore forbear to Do it Here Save 
only that if yo’ll Enter into a Correspondence yo must write to me via 
Philada for I Live 150 m from thence at a Town called Port Lewes 
at the Capes of ye River & Bay of Dellawr My Spouse Daughter & Self 
Join In Hearty affects to you & yrs Cousens Edward, Susannah & 
Margreta— 


Lewes Augt 19th 1733 , 
Dear Cousn: yr affectiot Kin:n 
& Hum Servt 


RYVES HOLT TO [THOMAS PENN] * 


[Lewes, Mar. 6, 1734] 

SIR 

Having Lately Presumed To write a few lines To yr: Self and Honble 
Bror: annex’d to the Lewes Petition For Lynks Island and the great 
marsh, I Begg Leave to give yr: Honr—, To whom I am most Known, 
The following acct: of the ground Thereof. assoonas [sic] a report was 
spread That Mr-Jos[huJa: Fisher had a grant for Lynks Island, The 
Towns People assembled Together, and shewed an almost genl-Discon- 
tent, many of whome alleged, That yr Honrs Father Had given ye sd 
Places, as a Common of Pasture, to The Inhabitants of This Town; 
Vain was it, (During The First Heat) to Call upon Them to make out 
a Title Thereunto, But at Length Some of our Seniors Being questioned 
about The affair, and Nothing appearing, save only, That Some verbal 
Promises Had Been made to give Them and their Successors, The sd 
Island and Marsh, it was Then resolved To Petition yr Honoble—Family 
For a grant of the Places afsd—; and I Having adventured To say to my 
Fellow Townsmen, upon that Occasion, That I was Confident, That 
if our Honble Proprietarys Knew That we were Desirous of Takkisi 
up the sd marsh &ta: They would not Deny us, Provided we made : 
Proper application; I Thought it would not Be Taken amiss, To Trouble 
yr: Honour with The foregoing Narration, The Impertinence whereof; 


82 H 
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if yo’ll Please to Excuse, It will Lay me under a great obligation of 
Being at all Times ready, to manifest The Duty and affection That I 
owe To That Honble Family; under whose ancestors governt—, and 
_ upon whose Land, I First Drew in Breath, I am, 


Honoble Sir, 
yr: Most Humble & obedient servant 
Lewes March ye 6th 1734/ Rs: Hott 


RYVES HOLT TO MR. BAYNTON * 


a (Apr. 15, 1734] 


About 5 weeks ago I recd a Letter from [torn] Ellis acquainting me 
that Some Time this month He should Ship me in Tarr, the Proceeds 
of a neg[ro] man He sold for me in Carolina at 240£, Whe[n] the Same 
Comes to Hand if yo’ll Be So Good as to Dispo[se] of it and adjust 
ye Balance of Our Accts yo’ll oblige me and this my Letter Shall Be 
yr order for Demanding and receiving of the Same, I a[m] 

To Mr Baynton Apl: 15th: 1734 

Ps 

Just Now C: Topham Dfelivere]D me yrs of the 5th Inst: But I 
Have no Grain By me or Should Have Been Glad to Have Had it in my 
Power to Serve yo Pray send me 1 lb of Bohea and 1 lb of Green Tea— 

Apl 16th Poor Jo: Pemberton is Gone of{[f] the Stage of this Life— 


RYVES HOLT TO CAPT. HOPKINS * 
Sir [May 20, 1734] 
Yr Chap Jno Adams I had Comitted at feb Court for want of Spl 
Bail, & at may I was in Hope to Have Had Judgt agt him But the Day 
we were to go to Tryall I found (upon Discoursing of yr Evidences, 
that they Could not Prove that yo Either Sold or Sent Him the rum, 
and as the fellow Had Been Getting all the Crafty advice He Could 
in order to Cheat yo if Possible, I Durst not Resque a Tryal at that 
Time, and therefore I got it Put [over] But Before our next Court 


83 Holt to Mr. Baynton, Apr. 15, 1734 (Rodney Collection) . 
84 Holt to Capt. Hopkins, May 20, 1734 (Rodney Collection) . 
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I must Have Both [your] own Deposition to whom yo Dfelivere]D the 
Rum as also [the] Deposition of Him or ‘Her who D{elivere]D it to the 
Shalop [torn] is, and yo may rest assured (in the mean Time) yt [no] 


. 


Endeavr of mine shall Be wanting to Do yo Justice 


May 20th 1734 
To Capt. Hopkins 


RYVES HOLT TO MESSRS. WHITE & TAYLOR * 
[May 20, 1734] 
GENTLEMEN 
I Have Tendered yr Bills to Mr Nunez and Comfort Jenkins, The 
former acquaints me He Shall Have His Paymt ready in a few Days; But 
Comfort Says She Expects a Longer Credit, and Complains Heavily of 
the Badness of the Wine Sent Her and Both of them say they understood 
the Price to Be 8 s[?] yr farther Instructions or orders in this, or any 
other affair Shall Be readily Complyed with, By &ta 


May 20, 1734 
To Mssrs White & Taylor 


RYVES HOLT TO [THE COUNCIL, PHILADELPHIA] *¢ 


[H]ONOURABLE SIRs [Lewes, Sept. 1, 1734] 


His Honour the Governor of Pensylvania and Counties on Delaware 
(who is my Constituent in the Navl office of Port Lewes) Hath [Lately, 
crossed out] commanded me to Transmit Home quarterly a List of all 
the Entrys made in my office Both Inwards and Outwards and to Beginn 
as far Back as midsummers Day 1733 [Last Past, crossed out] I do there- 
fore in obedience to the sd Command Herewith Send the Lists of 
[Michaelmas, Christmas, and Lady Day quarters, crossed out] one year’s 
entry Ending at midsummer 1734, and for the future shall send Each 
quarters List by the first Conveyance that may Be met with after the 
[each, crossed out] Quarter Day 

I am Honourable Sirs &ta 


[May 22d 1734, crossed out] 
Port Lewes 
[August 5 (?), crossed out] Sepr the Ist 1734 


85 Holt to Messrs. White and Taylor, May 20, 1734 (Rodney Collection) . 
86 Holt to [the Council, Philadelphia], Sept. 1, 1734 (Rodney Collection) . 
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RYVES HOLT TO AN UNKNOWN RECIPIENT #7 


[Sir] _ [Lewes, Jan. 16, 1748] 

yr Letter of Decr the 8th, did not reach my [hands ’till Last week; 
its Contents Informs me of [t]he Sufferings of One Samll Hall, for an 
act of Kindness By Him done to Duncan Murray Decd; As Likewise of a 
Misinformation that Hath been made Him, with respect to the Admrs 
Haveing Promised to Pay into my Hands the money which He Hath 
Been obliged to advance; Nor do I yet Know what Expectations to Give 
Him About it: For I am Told By Mr John Neill, one of our Sussex 
Attorneys, who also Practices in Worcester Court, and whom I Engaged 
to Make Enquiry into this Affair, that Murrays Admrs Will do Nothing 
in the Matter Before a Copy of the record be Sent Down; And as He 
Designs to be at that County Court, on the Ist Tuesday in March Next, 
there may Proba[b]ly Some Fit oppertunity Offer to Transmit Hither, 
a Proper Exempliefication of the whole record: And if I Can be any 
ways Instrumental in Helping of the Poor injured man to His just 
rights, I shall Cheerfully do it, From the Principle of Benevolence, and 
with due regard to yr recommendatory Lrs in His Favour.— 

I ask Leave to give you the Trouble of Paying my Hearty Solicitations 
[sic] to my much Esteemed Friend yr Brother, which also Please to accept 
From, Sir, yr obedient, 

Humble Servt 

Lewes Janr— 16th— 1748— Rs Hott 


RYVES HOLT TO [ANTHONY PALMER (?), 


PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL] ® 
Sr, [Lewes, Sept. 29, 1748] 
We Have recd and Considered your Favour of the 23d Instant, and 
Find it will be Impracticable for us to attend yr Honour at Philada— 
at the Time Proposed as we Should willingly Contribute our Help to 
the Ease of yr Administration, & Heartily wish yo a restoration of yr 
Health, one of us, vizt—Mr. Kollock, Hath been Some Days Past Indis- 
posed, and Hath a Series of Business to go through in Settling the accts 
of the old Loan Offices, Before Another Meeting of Assembly, and we 
Have also the Ist years accts to Settle with the Committee on the New: 
Moreover I Last Week Sent to Kent, to Prepare For Holding the Courts 


87 Holt to an unknown recipient, Jan. 16, 1748 (HSP). , 
88-Holt to an unknown official, presumably Anthony Palmer, President of the 
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of Oyer & Terminer & Gaol Delivery, at Dover, on the 11th Day of 
October, so that for me to Come up to the City, then go Down to Dover, 
and (if Elected a Member for Sussex) , to Have a Journey Back to New 
Castle, and then in a few Days to return Home, Carrys with it the Idea 
of So great a Fatigue, that I am well Satisfied, it would be too Hard a 
Task for me to Attempt to Acomplish in So Small a Space of Time.— 
But in respect of our Concurrence, to the Next appointment of Elective 
Officers within this Government; Should the Acting ones be returned, 
and no real objections to their Past Conduct, we Shall be Content that 
they remain in their respective Posts; and if New Sets are any where 
Chosen, they may be Constituted, as they were the Last year. 


We ask Leave to Conclude, Sir, 


yr very respectfull Humble Servts 
Lewes Sepr— 29th— 1748 Rs Hoit 


P: S$: Mr- Kollock is rode out a few Miles, & this Boat is just Goeing 
up, which, urges me to Seal this Letter, without waiting for His return 
to Sign it.— 


RYVES HOLT TO THOMAS LAWRENCE *° 


Se. [Oct. 4, 1751] 


I wrote to yo By Danll Nunez Junr on the 8th of Sept, and again 
By Mrs. Margaret Kollock, About the Middle of that month, in relation 
to Messrs Strettels Intentions to Pursue their Writ of Error at Sussex 
Supreme Court on the 13th Instant. I also Desired to Know whom yo 
Had Engaged in our Defence as a Successor to Mr Kinsey, And I Sent 
yo up a State of the Case, to be Communicated to the Gentleman yo 
Should make Choice of; To Neither of which Lrs Have recd an Answer. 
I am Now upon the water Goeing to Hold a Court at New Castle, and 
as Mr- Shankland, our Sheriff, is aboard the Boat that I have Hired for 
that Purpose, He Will Deliver yo this; tho’ I Hope Neither of my Former 
Have Miscarried, and that Some Skilfull Person is already Employed 
to Defend us; I Suppose the Bearer will find me at N: Castle on His 
return, tho’ I must Hasten to Lewes wth all Possible Speed, as Soon as 
that Court Breaks up.— I am, Sir, 

Yr Most obedient 
Humble Servt 


Rs Hott 
On Board John Mauls Boat the 4th of October, 1751. yo 


89 Holt to Thomas Lawrence, Oct. 4, 1751 (HSP). 
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RYVES HOLT TO JOHN MOLAND * 


[Lewes, Aug. 15, 1752] 
Sir, 

A Little Before the Time that our Supreme Court Should Have been 
Held in Course, vizt, the 29th of April Last Past, I Had yr Favour of 
April the 2d, as also a Letter From Mr Chew; wherein He acquaints me, 
that His Clients, Mssrs. Strettell, Desired Nothing more than a fair Litiga- 


_ tion and a Speedy End to the Cause Depending; To which, in my Answer, 


I replyed, That, as That was all, that any man who Began, or who was 


_ Drawn into a Law Controversy, Should Justly Expect; I, for my Part, 


was willing, that the Same Should Have a Hearing in October Next; 
Provided, that Some Convenient time Before the Day, the whole Record 
Should be Compleatly made up, and Matters Adjusted Between us, in 
Such a Manner, as that the Suit might then be ripe for Argument: To 
Expedite whch, I Sent Him a Prepared Draught, for the removeing of 
the Sd Record; But, as He Hath not Since Been at Lewes, So Neither 
Have we Corresponded any Farther on the Subject; occasioned (I Sup- 
pose) By His Late Indisposition. Therefore, No Progress, Hath Been 
Hitherto made. A Copy of the aforementioned Proposed Draught, as 
also a Copy of the writ of Error, I Herewith Send; And Query, if after 
the Declaration is Inserted in the record, the Bond and its Condition 
should not be Inserted Likewise, in Order to Shew the Date of the 
Warrant, it Being Contained in the Conditional Part of the Bond; And 
as the writ of Error, makes mention of the Fi: Fa: Query, if that must 
not be Inserted also; I Have Notifyed to yo these Things in Time, 
that so we may be ready on our Part, when we Know in what Forms, 
the Plaintiffs would Propose to Have the record returned; I Now ask 
Leave to Subscribe, Sir, 
yr obedient Humble Servt 
Rs Hour 


Lewes, August the 15th, 1752. 
[Annotation by Moland:] 


The Bond & Warrts need not nor ought to be inserted—Nor need ye 
Fi: Fa: be returned in ye Record—The Draft of ye Record is Rt & should 


have been made up & returned long agoe. 
JM 


90 Holt to John Moland, Counsellor at Law in Philadelphia, Aug. 15, 1752 (HSP) . 
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RS HOLTS TRAVELLING MDM BOOK 1750 


Pace | 
15th April 1750 


I Took from Home, vizt 
3 Coats, & 1 Great Do 


6 Ruffled shirts 2 Plain, 
2 Cloath jackets, 2 Dimitty, 


3 Pr of Breeches, 2 pr Trousers, 
A Plafijd Night Gown. 

6 Stocks, 6 Caps, 

5 Pocket Hankrs, 2 Neck Do 


4 Pair of Thread Stocking[s] and 
3 of Worsted 


A Pair of Shoes, a Pr of Slippers 
2 Wiggs, one Hat, 


2 Sets of Silver Shoe and Knee 
Buckles. — 


1 Stock Ditto. — 


A Pr of Gold Sleeve Buttons & my 
Gold Seal ring. — 


PacE 2 

My Silver Watch. — 

3 Towels, 1 Napkin, 
Pocket Book & Lr Case, 


Ink Pot, and Penknife, 
Quill Case, Brush, 


Comb, 3 Pr Spectacles 

A pr of Nail Nippers. — 

3 Pair of Gloves. — 

Sundry Papers and Lrs of Value. — 


Knife and fork, a 
Silver Spoon, a Dish, 
A Plate, a Salt Holder 
and Vinegar Cruet. — 


A Rugg & Pillow. — 


PAGE 3 


Provisions & Bottles, 
in a [Tub (crossed out) ] & 3 Bas- 
kets 


Table Cloath. — 
Cane, Snuff Box eta 
Glass and a Pint mugg 


Mdm to Buy wax & 

Ink Powder, Butter, 
Cheese, Coffee, Sugar, 

a Pe of Linnen, Candles, 
Nutmegs, Coloured thread 
Paper, window Glass. — 
Wine, oyl, Capers, 

Bed Laceing, a white 
Butter Cup, 


PAGE 4 


Mdm There is raised on 


RYVES HOLT, OF LEWES, DELAWARE, 1696-1763 


our Levy Calculation in 
_Novr Term, 1749. — 


For Mr Curtis as a 
Supream Justice, vizt 


Travelling Charges £04:13:— 

1 Days Sitting £01:10:— 

Pd See Pa:7, £06:02:— 

For Mr Ridgely as Do cer 

46/0d & 30/— £03:16:— 

Pd See Pa:17— 

Due to me in Kent 

in Novr Courts of Oyr 

& Terminer eta he 

3 Days Sitting £06:—:0 

Travelling Chas £02:06:— 

Pd Clarey the Ta- 

vern Keepr for 4 

of The Expce Bill £05:—:— 
£13:06:— 


Pace 5 


Mdm Apll 16th, 1750, I 
Have left in the Guilt 
Trunk Locked up in the 
Stairwel[l], in Closet of 
New room Behind Stairs, 
the original roll of S — s 
Law Suit, all But the 
Paper of motive [?], Signed 
By A: P: Esqr, which 

I Have had abroad with me, 
To Consult about the 
Proper Place of in- 

serting it, in the re- 
cord— 


Cash Took up with me 
Vizt 3 Doubloons 

13 Ps of & 

a xxs [20 shilling] 


s d 
£16:04:— 
£04:11:6 


41 
Maryland Bill £—:16:8- 
a l2dand1/6d Do £—:02:06 
£22:—:08 
Spent, See Pa:7 £04:08:— 
Brot Home 
Apr. 25th £17:12:08 
PaGE 6 
Apll 16th at Night 
Left Home, Arrived at 
New Castle Next Morng 
1750 My fees there are vizt 
Apll to 2 Days Holding 
Courts 
18 & 19th of oyer & Pale 
Termr £04:—:— 
Mileage £04:12:— 
21st 1 Days Sitting in 
Supream Court £02:—:— 
Mileage £04:12:— 
Due to me £15:04:— 
But See Page (7) +++ 
Apll 25th Left New Cast- 
le at 7, A:M: Got down 
to Lewes Creek in 8 & 14 
Hours. — 
Publick to Pay Mr Sige 
Clay £20:—:— 
FisPacct: is). £15: 14:7 
Bala: £04:05: 5 
PacE 7 


N:B 

Mr Clay Pd me my $ 

of Sd Bala: in Discount 4.4 
Vizt £02:02: 84 


42 

Expended wth Mr. Clay a 

Vizt £05:00:003 

Bala above Deducted £02:02:08} 

Cash pd Him £02:17: 4 

Sent 2 Ps of &% By 

Thompson for Glass f—715:— 

Pd Barber f£—:05:— 

Gave Betty 7/6 & 

Sary 2/6 f£—:10:— 

Pd for Bread £—:—:08 
£04:08:— 

+ ++ Brot from Page 6, or 

My Salary due eta £15:04:— 

recd By Discount with 

Mr. Curtis as pr rect to 

our Treasurer £06:02:— 


Pd of[f] See Page 23 — 


PAGE 8 


1750 
Garden Seeds to 
Buy at Philada vizt 
Garden Beans. — 


Peas, of good Kinds. — 
Radish, Lettuce, 
Summer Turnip, 


Kidney Potatoe. — 


Family Necessarys. — 
Wine, Tea, Coffee, 


Loaf Sugar, Moscovado 
Molasses, Salt, 


Butter, Cheese, 


DELAWARE HISTORY 


Peas, Salt fish, 
A Doz of neats Tongue, 
Capers, oyle, eta. — 


Pepper & other Spices. — 


PAGE 9 


Paper, ink Powder & 
other office Stores 


Spectacles take up Some 
Pairs to be New Silked, 
and Buy a Good Pair 
of Temple Ones. — 

& a reading Glass. — 


A Bottle of Cayon. — 


A Cagg or Jugg of white 
wine or Cruet vinegar 
(if to be Had) & 1 lb of Salt Peter, 


A Tinned Pot for Boil- 
ing Pease eta. 


Coat of Arms Carry 
up to be Depicted 


Minutes of Family 


Frames Affair with 
Cantwell Ask Mr 
Chew About, the mo- 
ney recovered is De- 
signed for me — 


PacE 10 


Octor 17th 

Cash took From 
Home vizt 

In Leathern Purse 


78 Ps of % £29:08:— 
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in Bagg 8 Do 
_ in Silk Purse 
3 Doubloons & 
2 Pistoles 
Paper in one 
Pocket Book 
Cash in Anor 


£03: s— 


£18:18:— 


£41:05:— 
£06:19: 6 
£99:07:06 

Note to send Mr 

Lawrence £15 on acct 

of Motts Bond and 

£60 on acct of Woolfs 

Bonds 

See Page 12, 


IPAGE 11 


1750 


Octor 17th: Took from 


Home vizt— 
Camlet Coat & Breeches 
Cloath vest and Breeches 
Great Coat. 
8 Ruffled Shirts 
2 Plain Do 
10 Necks & Handr 
5 Pocket Hankrs 
6 Caps, 2 Napkins 
5 pr. Stocking 


2 pr. Gloves 

Gold Seal, Nippers 
3 Pr. Spectacles 

Ink Holder & Pencill 
Cane & Whip, 

Wigg & Hat, 

Bot Anor Wigg, 
made a New Cloath 
Coat and Breeches & 
Bot a Pr stockins 


PacE 12 


1750 
[Oct.] 10 
October 
18th recd on the 
road 
Novr 2d recd at 
Dover 


Octo[be]r 
Pd Is Lost 10/ 


Brot From Pa: 


£99:07:6 


£07:02:— 


£03:02:6 


£109:12:— 


d 
E10 


25th Sent to my Bror [Brother] to 


Buy Butter 

28th Pd for a 
Wigg & Shaveing 
Exps on road 

Pd S: Kollock on 
acct Boggs 

Pd McKee for 
making my Coat 
& Breeches 

Do for Trimmings 
Pd Mrs. Clay 
Exps on road 
and gave Servts 


PaGE 13 


1750 

Brot up 
Left wth Mr. Jno 
Vangezell to Carry 
to Mr Lawrence 


Bala Brot 
Home Novr 3d 


Pd Shepard Kollock 


£93: —:— 


£02:—:— 
£91:01:— 


f{—12: 6 
£01:04:— 
£—:12:— 
£05:01: 9 


£01:03:03 
£15:09:16 


s d 
£15:09: 6 


£15:—:— 


£90:09:06 


£19:02: 6 


£109:12:— 


44 
a 5/ Bill and Ps of % 


to Pay Boggs’s Club of 11/1d 
he pd for me 10 d at robin- 


Sons—Bala Due is 7d 


N:B: I Gave Betty 1/6d 
Mrs Paynter 1/6d Sukey 9d 


Mr Chew’s Londen 1/0d 


Mr Wynkoop Servts 3/3d 


Pd the Smith for a Chair 


Band 5/0d 


Pace 14 


New Castle Novr 
Ist 1750, my %th 


Part of Mr Clays acct 


agt Sussex Assembly 
men 

His acct agts my 
Negro and Horses 


Wth 3/0d Bitters and 


3/2d Washing 
a Loaf of Sugar 
2 lb Chocolate 


Pd Do Novr Ist 1750 


my Share of New Cast- 
le Proposition Bill on 


the Trustees 
Pd Cash in full 


PaGcE 15 


Carrd From Home to 
New Castle Novr 10th 


1750. 

4 Doubloons 
Paper money 
Ditto & Silver 


£07:07: 


ee: 
£02:13: 9 


03:09: 


01:—: 7 
£—:04:— 


£07:09:04 


£02:05: 
£05:01: 


He oO ~1A 


Brad 
£2112: 
£12:15:— 
£02:18:11 


£37:05:11 
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Expended, vizt 
at Fowlers 

Mr Wynkoop 
Robinsons 
Dover 

at Mr Chews 
at Duck Creek 
at Petersons 
St. Georges 
Pd for Snuff 
Washing 

at Boggs 


Carrd Over 
Leaf 
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Novr 1750 / 

Exps Brot over 
Gave at Mr Curtis’s 
to Polly Highland 
to Sarah 

To Phillis 

Pd Mr Vangezell 
His acct of 

Pd Mr Clays acct 
Gave Quash eta 
Exps at St. Georges 
at Duck Creek 
and for use of Mar- 
shals Horse 

at Petersons 
Robinsons 

at Mr Wynkoops 
at Fowlers 

at Mcc Elwanes 


Bala Brot 
Home Novr 30th 


s d 
 £—202:06 


£—:02:06 
f£—:04:06 
£—:03:07 
£—:01:06 


| £—:06:— 


f£—:01:— 
f£—:06:— 
f—:01:— 
{— 05 
£—:03:— 


£01:13:07 


s d 
£01:13:07 


£—:07:06 
£—:02:06 
£—:01:— 


£06:08:05 
£02:—:01 
f—:01:09 
£—:06:10 
£—:11:07 


£01:07:06 
£—:02:06 
£—:01:06 
f—:—:09 
f= S09 
£—01:11 


£13:08:02 


23:17:09 


£37:05:11 
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 PacE 17 


y 


% 
- 


1751, March 26th I pd 
Mr Ridgely 

‘Sent up By Mr Kollock 
for Sd Ridgelys Salary eta— 
and for which He gave 

me a rect in Name 

of Sd Kollock. 

rect d{elivere]d Mr. K: Apll 5th 


Rad 
£03:16:00 


Carrd up to Kent March 


s d 
1751 — £14:10:05 
Expended £01:08:04 
Brot Back £13:02:01 


N:B: More Esps to be 
credited, vizt at James 
MccElvannes 9/10d — 
Mar 26th to 30th, 1751, 
Due to me for 5 Days 


s d 
Salary £10:—:— 
Mileage £02:06:— 
. £12:06:— 
N:B: our 


Exps Came But to 18, 
odd Shills; the G: Jury 
to £22:odd Shills 


Pace 18 


Expended out of the 
£14:10:05, in Page 17 

vizt Pd Edinborough —6d 
Alexr Shankland — 6d 
Black Dan 8d 
gave Tom 2/6d, Calia 2/0d 
Mr. Gorrells Servts 2/9d 
at Robinsons 11/0d guide 
Qd at Chipmans 2/10d, at 
Mr Wynkoops 2/0d gloves 


45 


2/6 Mcc Elvane to be 
credited wth Exps 9/10d — 
added 15/0d to Tavern 
Servts 


New Castle october 

the 5th and 7th my 

Salary in Supreme Court 

£04: Journey £04:12:— 
£08:12:— 

Exps of Do Jour- 


ney omitted in one 
Pisce-See-Pa: 22: — 


[Pages 19, 20, missing] 


PacE 21 

New Castle Novr 
1751—-recd of the 
govr 

of Ephraim Andrews 


as d 
£—:05:— 
£—:02:06 


See pa: 20, £—:07:06 


ordred Mr Vineing to 
Pay Mr Chew 2/6d 


Shepard Kollock 
owes me 2/6d Novr 
the 4th 1751: — 


Settled wth Mr Peters 
and Recd From Him 
Bala: of my fees as 


eK | 
a Commr £47:10:01 


Mdm to Draw on Mr 
Curtis to Pay Mr 
MccWilliam for a 

Ps of Linnen 23 


Yds— £04:12:— 
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PaGE 22 


Expended in my 

New Castle Voyage 
October 3d to 11,th 1751 
Vizt 

Stores From Home 
Barber and Servt 
9th pd Clay His acct 
Left wth Mrs Mon: 
roe for Butter — 
llth Gave Conwills 
Negro 


f{—: 15:— 
£—:05: 9 
£03:10:— 
£02:—:— 


f—:01:— 


£06:11: 9 

Pd Jno Maul 

for His Boat 

(But it is too 
much) 


£04:01:11 


£10:13:08 


PacE 23 


Apll 26th 1752 
Mr Curtis Sent me 
By Jno Rodney 


£09:02:00 of which He 
wrote me was Bala: of 
my Fees etc in 1750, and 
20/ was recd for me 

at Apll Supreme Court 
1752—vide Pages 6: 7: 
18 and 21. 


ee 
£10:02:— 


What Was Due to me 
in October 1751 is 

as pr Pa: 18 

if Mr MccWilliams 

Be Paid (See Pa: 21) 


BG 
£08:12:— 


04:12: 


the Bala: Due, 
will be — 


£04:—.— 


PaGE 24 


1752, Butter Bot at 
N:Castle, octor 

1752, vizt, 4 Pots : 
Wt gross, wth their Cloths, 
The Fresh one, 48 Ib 

one of the Salt, 46 

1 Do 521b,&1Do 


22 Ib B/25'74 Te 
Ib 168 1/2 

pd for — 114 
Leaves for Tare, 054 1/2 
The fresh 34 Ib (as said) poae 
at 7 d — £—:19:10 
80 lb at 6d £02:—:— 
the Pots £—:03:11 
£03:03:09 

N:B: Mr Jno 


Clowes pd for it, and I 
Pd Him Again £03:03:09 


PaGE 25 


1752, Gave to Mrs 
Shaw to Buy Butter 
Pot Cloths 6/ and to Hed 


Son John 1/6 & 2/6d  £—:10:— 
Pd for a Pair 

of Slippers £—:08:— 
Pd Mr Clowes 

His Wages: Bala: £02:01:09 
Pd for Jacks 

Buckles, & for 

Chair Do £—:03:06 
gave at Mr 

Wynkoop’s £—:04:03 
Pd P: Clowes £—:—:09 


Pd Mr Kollock 


our Road Club £—:19:06 
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Pd Mr Peters’ 

_ for 5 Tavern, & 7, 
Marriage Licen: 
_ ces 


PAGE 26 


£17:07:06 


£21:15:03 


Brot From Pages 24 & 25 


1752 

Octor 29th 

Pd Clay as 

pr acct 

Pd Do for a lb 

of Tea 

pd Do for Sund: 
rys as pr acct 

Pd Cammell for 

a Wigg — 

for Shaveing 

Pd Mr MccWillm 
Pd Geo. Monro 
gave Polly 3/9 Mrs 
Paynter 2/6, Jane 
9d quash 1/Boy 3d 
2/6 Gave at Mr 
Chews 1/8d at 

Mr Ridgelys 

Pd Mr Curtis, 1/2 of 
Road Club 

Pd for oysters 

Pd Sundrys 


PAGE 27 
1752, October 
recd of Peter Cl{o]wes 


for a licence 
of Mr Curtis 


£24:19:00 
£06:03:11 
£—:07:06 
£02:04: 5 
£01:10:— 
£—:02:06 


eels 
£ 1:02: 6 


£—:08: 3 


£—:04: 2 


£—:08: 3 
£—:02:— 
f—:04: 8 


£42:09:02 


0d 
£01:19: 9 
£08:12:— 


£10:11:09 


Took From Home 


Pd as pr 
acct 


Brot : Home 
Novr 2d, 


PaGE 28 


Acct of Kent 
and New Castle 
Journeys in April 


1753. 


at MccElwanes 


at Fowlers 


at Dover 2/6 and at 
Worrels Bridge 2/ 
at Duck Creek 
goodings 7/6 gave 
at Church 1/103 
gave at N:Castle 

at Vanbibbers 
Barber 1/B: Bird 9d 
1/9 at Mr Chews 
1/6 to Tom 1/Celia 
6d Clow 1/9 at Mrs 


Wynkoops 


Buckles 1/ Snuff 4d 
3/ At Merrems 1/ 
at Clowes 1/ 


PAGE 29 


Apll 1753 
Brot up 


Pd Mr Vangezel 
on Chair Swaps 
But I am to Have 
a New Bridle & 


£91:072— 
£101:18:09 


£042:09:02 


£59:09:07 


£—105: i 
£—103: 10} 


£—:05: 6 
£—:13: 6 


f—:09: 44 
£—:05: 
£—:0l: 
f£—:01: 


Oo M oo 


—:06: 6 


—:05: 4 


£02:18: 24 


£02:18: 23 
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a Cushion £15:—:— at Wilmington 
=e for Exps. 21 /e.Cap £01:14: 9 
£17:18: 23 3/6 Spectacles 10/ 
Recd of Mr Curtis s d mending Harness £—:01:06 
for Salary eta £08:12:— Barber £—:01:104 
for quota of fees in at St Georges £—:17:07 
Supm Court £-—i8-4> at oa ee faye 
“ns at Mr W———-s —:02:— 
2 ES Pd Mr Clay £05:03:04 
Balee ren at fowlers £—:02:013 
acct Last Fall £04:13:11 
Swe Oe £10:10:073 
£14:04:03 Carrd to Page 32, 
PacE 30 
Apll 2lst and 23d OEE: 
1753 / My Salary & New Castle May,17534) gees 
Mileage at New Brot From Page 31 £10:10: 74 
Castle Supreme Kea Paid Mr Curtis, on 
Court £08:12: 0 acct of Mr Franklin 
recd it, vide Page Our Quota of Lands 
29, and Paper money £42:13°5 


Apll 25th and 26th Due 
to me From Kent 
for Like Service 


£06:06:00, and 

Note, that ye Widow 
Clarys Whole acct 
Wth Servts Included, 
Was But 

So Due to me the 1/3 of 
£05, which is 33/4d 


gerd 
£05:—: 0 


Pace 31 

Acct of New Castle 
Journey in May, 1753 
9th 4/6, 29th 22/6 at ae 
Jas MccElwanes, £01:07: 8 
Perrys 1/0d Robs 1/1ld_ £00:02:01 
Duck Creek £—:11:09 
at Bridge £—:03:103 


as pr rect in Loan office 
Pd Ditto Kents 

Quota, Sent up 

By Mr Vining who 

Hath my rect But 

Prod to Destroy it 

as I Have Ds Him 


Mr Curtis’s 2 rects £64:—:03 


N:B: Mr Curtis pd 

me my Salary of the 
Cou[r]ts of Oyer and Ter- 
miner eta Held 
May 22d and 23d nets 
1753; £08:12:— 
[Page 33, blank] 


Pace 34 


1763 Octor 12th. 
Then recd. of 


% 


RYVES HOLT, OF LEWES, DELAWARE, 1696-1763 
the Admxs of Ryves Holt 


Esqr late decd the Sum of 
Two pounds Sixteen Shillings 


_ and nine pence in full agt 


the Estate of the said Decd.— 
s- d 
£ 2:10: 9 John Britt 


Novr the 11th 1763 
Then Recd of the 
Admxs of Ryves Holt Esqr decd 
the sum of Fifteen Shillings 
in full agt the Estate of the 


said Decd by me Nehemiah Davis 


Junr 
15: 


Novr. 14th. 1763 
Recd. of the Admn 
of Ryves Holt Esq. decd the sum 
of Two pounds three Shillings & 
One penny in full agt sd Estate 
Jno Henderson 


£2-+ 3-1 


Pace 35 


November 18th} 1763 

Then Received of the Admxs 
of Rives Holt Esqr. The Sum 
of Two Pounds Eig{h]teen Shillings 
& one penny in full of all against 
the Estate of the Said Deceast 
2=18:1 pd me John Wiltbanck 


February the: 14th} 1764 
Then Reced of the 

Admxs of Ryves Holt Esqr late 
decd 

the sum of two Pounds, two 
shillings 

and six pence in full against the 

Estate of the sd Decd 


49 


s d 
£ 2: 2: 6 Josias Martin 


Then Recd of the Admxs of Ryves 
Holt Esqr late decd the sum 

of one Pound seven shillings & 
three pence in full agt the Estate 
of the sd decd 

February the 

15th: 1764 Alexr.. Shankland 


PacE 36 


May ye 3 1764 Then 

Recd of ye Adms of Rives 

Holt Ded the Sum of 

Two pounds Eleven Shillins 

& 11d in full 

£2:11:11 Thos Peter Robi[n]s[o]n 


August the 8th 1764 

Recd of the Adms of Ryves 
Holt Decd the sum of two 
pounds three shillings and 
nine pence in full agt the 
Estate of the sd Decd 


sd 
£25529 Thos Evens 


Novr the 24th 1764 

Recd of the Adms of Ryves Holt 

Decd the Sum of four pounds 
eleven 

& seven pence in full agt the 
Estate of 

the sd Decd 


sd 
£4-11-7 John Pantar 


Pace 37 


August 31st 1765 

Recd of the Adms of Ryves 
Holt Decd the Sum of Sixteen 
Shillings in full agt the Estate 
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of the sd Decd Meo Estate of the said Decd 


Samuel Paynter son of John Levin Milby 


/6/ A 
[Here follows on pages 37-76, 
passim, and in the endpapers, a 
March Web SL/OURes: series, written by Daniel Rodney 
Recd of the Admrs of and members of his family, of 
Ryves Holt Decd the Sum of household hints and “ Receipts for 
five Shillings in full agt the the cure of divers complaints.”’] 


June first 1767 


Thomas Doxey’s Letter from the 
Delaware, 1651 


By Eva L. BuTLer and C. A. WESLAGER * 


HOMAS Doxey, an English seaman of Pequot Planta- 

tion, later known as New London, Connecticut, was 

a coastwise trader who sailed from various New England 

ports as far south as Virginia in the mid-seventeenth century. 

In 1651, leaving his wife in the care of John Winthrop, Jr., a 

magistrate and the former governor of the Connecticut colony,* 

he sailed to the Delaware bay and river in the ketch of the well- 

known New England trader and merchant, Isaac Allerton, then 

of New Haven.’ ‘The stated objective of the voyage was to 

collect debts, totaling more than £1000, owed to Allerton by 
various settlers on the Delaware. 

Allerton’s vessel arrived in the Delaware River at a time of 
controversy between the Swedes and Dutch over the ownership 
of the land. ‘This struggle for territorial control had been going 
on since 1638 when the Swedes erected Fort Christina in the 


* Mrs. Eva L. Butler, of Mystic, Connecticut, is an historian and genealogist, 
working in the New England area. 

Mr. C. A. Weslager is the author of a number of books and historical articles 
pertaining to Delaware. 

1John Winthrop, Jr., arrived in New England in 1635 with a commission as 
governor of the Warwick Patent, Connecticut. A magistrate and freeman of Con- 
necticut at the time of this letter, he later served as governor of the colony, except for 
one year, from 1657 until his death in 1676. 

2 Allerton, who had come to America on the “ Mayflower,” had been in the 
Delaware region as early as 1644 and had traveled back and forth to Connecticut 
as a trader. Albert C. Myers (ed.) , Narratives of Early Pennsylvania, West New Jersey, 
and Delaware, 1630-1707 (New York, 1912), p. 145, n. 3. 

In 1654 Governor Johan Rising received a quantity of tobacco from him on 
credit (ibid., p. 145); as late as 1656 he was still trying to collect some of these debts; 
and he appeared in court against colonists to whom he had sold goods. Because of 
his inability to collect overdue debts, Allerton in 1657 claimed to be “at a loss to 
buy his necessaries” and petitioned Vice-Director Jacquet to give him ten pounds 
of powder to “buy his daily sustenance.” At that time he was past seventy years 
of age and feared he “shall be obliged to give up travelling on account of his 
bodily infirmity.” B. Fernow (ed.), Documents Relating to the History of the Dutch 
and Swedish Settlements (Documents Relative to the Colonial History of New-York ..., 
XII [Albany, 1877]), 146, 155, 159-61, 168. 
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heart of an area which the Dutch claimed was theirs by right of 
discovery and prior settlement. As of the date of Doxey’s letter, 
a handful of Dutch traders and settlers were occupying Fort 
Nassau on the east bank of the Delaware and Fort Beversrede 
on the Schuylkill. The Swedish population, although small, was 
larger than the Dutch, with scattered farms between present 
Wilmington and the mouth of the Schuylkill along the west 
bank of the Delaware. The Swedes had also erected several forts 
and blockhouses to control the avenues used in the Minquas 
trade. 

Unknown to Doxey when he wrote the letter, Peter Stuy- 
vesant, the Dutch governor at Manhattan, was planning an attack 
on the Swedes with an army of 120 men who would march 
overland to the Delaware, there to rendezvous with a fleet of 
eleven Dutch vessels. The combined force would seize control 
of part of the western shore and build Fort Casimir, at the site 
of present New Castle, thus taking over control of the river and 
the Indian trade from the Swedes.® 

Contemporary personal letters are, of course, a valuable 
supplement to formal documents in bringing the reader closer 
to the scene. Doxey’s letter, printed here for the first time and 
addressed to Winthrop, gives the viewpoint of an Englishman 
concerning the rivalry between Swedes and Dutch and describes 
certain significant events which exemplify the crisis among rival 
nations on the Delaware. 

The letter follows: 

Dilleware, June the: 7, 1651 
RITE WORSHIPFULL 

Mr. John winthrop my Saruis to you and youers giufe]n you many 
thankes for all youer former kindnesses that I and my wiffe have Receued 
from[.] hopinge one Day to make you Part of a mends/ this is for to 
Let you understand howe thinges goe in this parte of the world/ heare 
is a grete differance beetwix[t]e the Swede and the Dutch/ Bouthe of 
them striuinge for to bee Masters of the River and Soe by that meanes 
the trad is mutch hindred and Detes hard for to gette / Mr. Aldertone 
have 1000 pond and more and not gette in verry littell of it and Soe 
wee are upe to the governor that wee m[aly gette in ouer Detes and 
wee hope that hee will grante it which if hee Dooe it will dooe ous a 


8 Amandus Johnson (ed.), The Instructio h re i i 
un. ae ) ction for Johan Printz . . . (Philadelphia, 
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plesure/ the dutch lookes for the gouerner for to Com euerry day + 
and the Swede is mynded for to stand it oute to the laste man for to 
maindtaine the[ijr Rite in the Riuer and the dutch have one Shipe 
and the Swede haue a barke lyeth in the Riuer by one a nother and 
they Make grete brages bothe but the[i]r Commitiones is not to fite untill 
the gouerner of the munatues* Comes exsepte Som grete a fronte is 
offerred and what the Issue will bee I knowe not but ther Cam a Sloope 
from verginea 4 daies a goe from Mr Scarborrowe * and the dutch haue 
made Prisse of here and will hold her till the heare from the munnatus 
and Consarninge my Selfe this is for to informe you that I am bounde 
for verginea Master of Mr. Aldertones Catch and hee staies heare and 
Looke[s] after my bisines till I Retorne? Soe I Looke that it will bee 
the latter end of Juley bee fore I shall Com back & good Sur let mee 
intre[a]te you for to bee whate Com forte you Can to my wiffe in my 
absense that Shee mfa]y not Suffer when I am wantinge/ I hope that 
I have leffe [left] wheare with all to Suppley her Self and if shee Can 
but get it for all my Care is for here and Soe for the present I Com mite 
you to the protection of the allmytey Youer to —[?] 


Tho. Doxey 8 


4The Dutch officers and people at Fort Nassau and along the Schuylkill were 
momentarily expecting Governor Peter Stuyvesant. The audacity of the Swedes’ 
attempting to monopolize the Indian trade had been the subject of many protesting 
letters to Stuyvesant. —The Swedish boast “to stand it oute to the laste man” faded 
away when Stuyvesant appeared with his overwhelming strength. 

5“ Munatoes” is Doxey’s rendition of Manhattan, the seat of the Dutch govern- 
ment. The Dutch ship which he described as lying alongside a Swedish bark was 
perhaps the same vessel to which Governor Printz referred when he wrote, “. . . the 
8th of May, a vessel well manned and equipped with cannon, arrived from New 
Netherland and stationed itself half a mile below our Fort Christina and thereby 


closed the River. . . . without any hesitation I resisted this vessel with a yacht, manned 
and equipped with cannon and ammunition and brought it so far, that I got the 
River open again. .. .” Ibid., p. 180. This gesture on the part of the Dutch was 


evidently to test Swedish resistance. 

6Edmund Scarborough, Jr., a leading planter and merchant of Virginia, who 
held several colonial offices of that colony, also came to the Delaware to trade. Ibid., 
p- 190, m 2. It is of interest that it was the Dutch who seized his vessel, not the 
Swedes who were then still in control. 

7In the tenseness and confusion on the Delaware in June, 1651, there was little 
likelihood of being able to trade profitably. Therefore, Allerton apparently decided 
to send Doxey to Virginia in the ketch, while he remained behind to look after 
other interests. 

8 Doxey was drowned in Pequot harbor the following December when about to 
embark on another trading voyage on Mark Meig’s vessel. His foot became tangled 
in a rope and he fell into the water. Other sailors launched a canoe to his rescue, 
but all they could find was his “hatt floting about the place.” Doxey left a young 
widow and child and many debts. Affidavit of Robert Bull, Winthrop Papers, XI, 94 
(Massachusetts Historical Society) . 

Doxey’s letter appears in the Winthrop Papers, XII, 141, and we acknowledge the 
assistance of the Massachusetts Historical Society, who has granted permission for 
us to publish it. A photostat of the original letter is on file in the library of the 
Historical Society of Delaware. 


The Farmers Bank--An Assurance — 
Company 


By Dupiey C. Lunt * 


the task of writing a history of the Farmers Bank, the 

path of research led me down into the recesses of the 
basement of the bank’s building at the corner of Third and 
Market streets in Wilmington. Here, ranging along a line of 
shelves, there stood a series of fat volumes each standing close 
to two feet in height. These turned out to be the early ledgers 
of the Wilmington branch. 

Yet that was not all. Alongside two that had a different type 
of spine and upon inspection were discovered to contain the 
general ledger of the Wilmington Whaling Company, there stood 
two other old leather-bound volumes. The legend on the spine 
of one read, ‘“‘ Insurance Register, New Castle,’”’ and on the other, 
“Insurance Journal, New Castle.” Presumably these two books 
had been there since 1899 when in consequence of the liquida- 
tion of the New Castle branch “all cash and papers [were] 
carried over to Wilmington.” 

Here was a real find. I had known that the old bank had 
been authorized to conduct an insurance business, for I had 
read the enabling act which had been passed by the General 
Assembly, January 30, 1810, as an Additional Supplement to 
the bank’s charter, an act by the way that is still in force. Also 
I had perused a paper pamphlet from the press of John B. 
Wooten which contained according to its opening gambit: 


“ A System of Bye-Laws ordained by the Directors of the 
Farmers Bank of the State of Delaware, specially convened by 


Ke: in the fall of 1955 shortly after I had undertaken 


*Dudley C. Lunt, a frequent contributor to these pages, is the author of The 
Bounds of Delaware (1947) and of The Farmers Bank, An Historical Account of 
the President, Directors and Company of The Farmers Bank of the State of Delaware 
1807-1957, which was published in November, 1957. 
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due notice in that behalf, representing the said Bank in the 
_ capacity of an Assurance Company... .” 

Now in these two volumes before me, I could read the detail 
_ of the conduct of this assurance business, at least in so far as 
the branch bank at New Castle was concerned. And upon these 
sources, coupled with some scattered references in the minute 
books of the New Castle and Wilmington branches and of the 
principal bank at Dover, I wrote the account that appears in the 
chapter entitled, ‘‘ The Early Years,” in the history of the bank. 

These remarks and the publication of the ensuing entries 
from the Insurance Register and the Insurance Journal have 
been prompted by a statement in a lecture recently given before 
the National Society of the Colonial Dames in Wilmington upon 
the subject of the restoration of the Independence Hall area in 
Philadelphia. ‘This was to the effect that not a little of the con- 
temporary information upon which that project was currently 
proceeding had been gleaned from the descriptions of the build- 
ings found in the records of the insurance companies of that 
day. 

It is hoped that the publication of the content of these two 
volumes may be of a similar benefit in these environs, particu- 
larly in New Castle and indeed in Philadelphia as well, for the 
policies numbered 11 and 50 were issued to one John Aitken, 
and they covered four brick houses owned by him and situated 
in 1810 on “ Chesnut” (sic) Street at and near the corner of 
Sixth. The Farmers Bank has readily granted its permission 
that these entries from its Insurance Register and Journal be 
published verbatim in this magazine in order that they might 
have a permanent historical record of easy access, and to that 
institution the writer and the editors of Delaware History wish 
to make an appreciative acknowledgment. 

The greater number of the policies issued by the bank 
throughout the year 1810 were upon dwellings, taverns, shops, 
and the buildings appurtenant thereto, kitchens, stables, smoke 
houses and outhouses. These were situated primarily in New 
Castle, but some were in the village then called Christiana 
Bridge, and others in Philadelphia, Wilmington, Newport, Eden 
Park, and Brandywine Hundred. The mills of that day, two 
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of them textile mills in Stanton, the extensive establishments of 
the Brandywine millers and John Bellach’s mill on Naaman’s 
Creek, together with coverage on the machinery and stocks in 
trade in these establishments, account for thirteen policies. 
There were policies on the private libraries of two lawyers, James 
Booth and Outerbridge Horsey, and one on the Academy of 
Newark. Since under the “ Bye-Laws” the rates “to be paid 
for assurances against fire” differed with respect to four par- 
ticularized classes of risks, or ‘‘ Hazards,’’ as they were called, 
some data with respect to the type of construction may be in- 
ferred from the rate that was paid. Accordingly, these provisions, 
numbered 14, 15, and 16, are given below: 


14. The rates of annual premiums to be paid for assurances against 
fire, shall be numerically arranged and classed under four distinct heads, 
in reference to the degrees of hazard that shall be deemed and taken to 
enhance the value or amount of such premiums, as follow—to wit. 


No. I 


CoMPRISING HAZARDS OF THE FIRST CLASS, VIZ. 


Brick or stone buildings, covered with titles, slate or metal— 

Furniture or merchandize, not hazardous, contained in such 
buildings— 

For sums not exceeding ten thousand dollars in one risk, from 
twenty-five cents to thirty cents per annum, per hundred dollars. 


No. II 


COMPRISING HAZARDS OF THE SECOND CLASS, VIZ. 


Brick or stone buildings, covered with boards or shingles— 


Furniture or merchandize, not hazardous, contained in such 
buildings— 


For sums not exceeding ten thousand dollars in one risk, from 
thirty to forty cents, per annum, per hundred dollars. 


No. III 


CompRIsING HAZARDS OF THE THIRD CLASS, VIZ. 


Buildings, the walls of which are partly constructed with brick 
or stone, and partly with wood— 


es 


~ 
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Furniture or merchandize, not hazardous, contained in such 
buildings— 
For sums not exceeding ten thousand dollars in one risk, from 


- forty cents to sixty cents per annum, per hundred dollars. 


No. IV 


CoMPRISING HAZARDS OF THE FOURTH CLASS, VIZ. 


Timber or slight wooden buildings, covered with boards or 
shingles— 

Furniture or merchandize, not hazardous, contained in such 
buildings— 

For sums not exceeding ten thousand dollars in one risk, from 
seventy-five cents to one hundred cents per annum, per hundred 
dollars. 


15. That all buildings, adjoining or situated near to hazardous 
buildings, or in which hazardous goods are kept, or hazardous business 
carried on, shall be charged at an extra premium, subject to such varia- 
tion as the nature of the risk may require; and that the following articles 
are deemed to be extra hazardous, and also buildings in which they or 
any of them are contained, though in various degrees: to wit—Pitch, tar, 
turpentine, rosin, wax, tallow, oil, ardent spirits, sulphur, hemp, flax, 
cotton, glass and china ware, especially if unpacked, looking-glasses, 
jewelry and all articles more than commonly liable to injury by wet, 
sudden removal or theft, or on an alarm of fire, for which increased 


_ premiums will be demanded. 


16. That buildings in which the following occupations are carried 
on, are also extra hazardous: to wit—Tallow chandlers, brewers, hemp 
and flax dressers, painters, coopers, carpenters, cabinet makers, coach or 
carriage makers, malt houses, bakers, ship chandlers, boat builders, rope 
makers, sugar refiners, distillers, chymists, varnish makers, turpentine 
works, theatres, mills and machinery generally; for which extra premiums 
shall be demanded as extra hazardous. 


A word may be said of the policy holders. As was character- 
istic of the banking business of that early day, a fair proportion 
of the business was done, so to speak, within the family. ‘This 
may be illustrated by the policies issued to Mordecai McKinney, 
a New Castle director. There was one for $600.00 on the 
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REGISTER OF POLICIES ISSUED FOR INSURANCES EFFECTED IN THE NEW G. 


No.oF No.OF DATE TIME WHEN THE 
Poticy RENEWAL OF POLICY INSURANCE EXPIRES 


No. 


it 1810 April 14 1811 April 14 
2 2 14 . 14 
3. : 14 2 14 
4, % 16 . 16 
5. se 16 ss 16 
6. - 25 : 25 
iE : 25 . 25 
8. . 25 e: 25 
9. “May 22 “May 22 
10. 4 30 30 
11 “ June 2 “« June 2 
12 as 13 a 13 
13 ¢ 13 s 13 
14 s 13 . 13 
15 : 13 5s 13 
16 a 16 “ 16 
17 Z 16 ‘ 16 
18 “ 16 - 16 
19 a 16 = 16 
20 ¢ 16 ¥ 16 
a1 : 3 s 23 
22 S 23 as 93 
23 ; 23 $ 23 
a4 ¥ 23 : 23 
25 - 25 = 25 
26 “s 95 “ 95 
2D cs 25 te 25 
28 ‘ 25 . 25 
29. es 30 “ 30 
30. Se tJuly cS>- 1812 \julyess 
31 c 3 ct 3 
32. z 6 1811 6 
33 : 12 3 12 
So : 12 : 12 
35 : 18 18 
76 ; 28 i 28 
Sie e 31 ~ 31 
38. poe Nl oe © Aug 
39 Ce 2 “ee 92 
40 6 8 “ee 8 
A ‘i Be 23 
42 ai 95 as 95 
43. ee os “ 298 
44. 4 30-1817 Aug. 30 
45 <6 30 “ 30 
46. “Sept. 10 “Sept. 10 
47 cM 10 “ 10 
48. “snr Oete 11 1811 Oct. 11 
a : eee ot 24 
50. Peete. 8 | gnysee 


For WHOM 


PERI 


INSURANCE IS EFFECTED YRS. 


Edward Marshall 
Joseph Marshall 
Samuel Rogers 
John Janvier 

Ditto 

Mordecai McKinney 
James Booth 

James Couper Senr 


George Monro Treasr &c 


John Hall Junr 
John Aitkin 

David Brinton 
David Brinton . 


Matthew R. Lockerman 


Samuel Barr 
George Read 
George Read 

James Rogers 
James Rogers 
Kensey Johns 
Thomas Janvier 
Samuel Canby & Son 
Samuel Canby & Son 
James Canby & Co. 
Samuel Shipley 
Samuel Shipley 
Joseph Shipley 
Joseph Shipley 
Outerbridge Horsey 
John Torbert 

John Torbert 
Daniel Heisler 
Henry Geddes 
Henry Geddes 
James M. Broom 
Abraham Egbert 
James McCallmont 
Peter Bauduy 

Peter Bauduy 
James Ross 

John Elliot 
Harding Williams 
James R. Black 
John Bellach 

Ditto 

George Hand Junr. 
Ditto 

James McCullough 
Mordecai McKinney 
John Aitken 


4s 


. 


. 


De ce ee ie Oe i a el el ee cee cee ee ee oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee el 
ce fies «0. © Wi ich @ @ idde. ve (el se - ity ") ee Sake aoe Ae) emcees ene sms er ee ee ae ee ee ee es Parker ce 


1 There are no comments on any of the policies in the additional column to the 
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‘ 


CE OFFICE OF THE FARMERS’ BANK OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE 


-- ON WHAT AMOUNT RATE OF AMOUNT OF 
INSURANCE IS MADE INSURED PREMIUM PREMIUM 1 
Mill occupied as a woolen Factory D:1,500. $1 50/100 D: 22.50 
Mill occupied in part as a Factory 1,500. 150/100 22.50 
Aachinery 600. 175/100 10.50 
rick Dwelling House & Kitchen 3,000. 75/100 22.50 
rame House & Kitchen 500. 75/100 3.75 
tock in Trade 1,000. 150/100 ee 
rick dwelling House 2,000. 30/100 6iF 
srick dwelling House 1,200. 35/100 4.20 
New-Ark Academy 1,000. 50/100 Dee 
brick dwelling House & Kitchen 2,000. 40/100 8s 
srick dwelling House 5,000. 25/100 12.50 
srick dwelling House 3,000. 75/100 22.50 
tables, Sheds & Grenary 1,000. $1.“ 10. “ 
Jwelling House & Book Store 1,000. 75/100 7.50 
Jwelling House, Outhouses &c. 1,000. 70/100 rs 
srick dwelling House, Kitchen &c. 5,000. 40/100 2055 
srick House & Kitchen 1,000. 40/100 Aaa 
rick House 300. 60/100 1.80 
furniture & Library : 500. 30/100 1.50 
srick dwelling House, Office &c. 2,500. 30/100 7.50 
srick dwelling House 1,000. 60/100 65 
tone Merchant Mill 4,000. 60/100 24.“ 
tock in trade 6,000. 60/100 36. “ 
stock in Trade 6,000. 60/100 365 
jtone Merchant Mill 5,000. 60/100 305° 
stock in Trade 4,000. 60/100 ae 
itone Merchant Mill 5,000. 60/100 30. “ 
stock in Trade 3,000. 60/100 18. “ 
furniture & Library 500. 30/100 1.50 
Brick Dwelling House 1,500. 374/100 33.75 
Brick Store 1,000. 374/100 22.50 
frame Dwelling House 600. $1.“ 6.“ 
3rick Dwelling House 1,500. 40/100 Oa 
stables, Spring-House & Smoke House 500. 60/100 oa 
Brick dwelling House 2,000. 40/100 Si 
Brick dwelling House 800. 75/100 6.“ 
Dwelling Houses & Stables 2,500. 70/100 17.50 
Barn and other Outhouses 700. Si Ye 
Brick dwelling Houses 3,200. 40/100 12.80 
frame dwelling House & Store 1,000. Si. NO 
Stone dwelling House 1,000. 45/100 4.50 
Brick dwelling House, Store &c. 2,000. $1.“ 205 
Brick dwelling House 400. 50/100 2a 
stone dwelling House & Store 1,700. 50/100 Dive 
Mill, Machinery & Corn Kiin 2,500. 75/100 112.50 
Brick ‘Tavern House 4,000. 50/100 12053 
Brick dwelling House 4,000. 30/100 dene 
Frame Stable & Carriage House 600. $1.“ ooo 
Machinery for Spinning Cotton 1,000. $2.“ 20 ie 
Three Brick dwelling Houses 4,500. 334/100 as 


right, entitled, “ Remarks.” 
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machinery in a woolen manufactory, another for a thousand 
dollars on his machinery, and still another for another thousand 
on his stock in trade in a cotton spinning business. And an 
invoice, which the usually careful cashier, James Couper, Jr., 
failed to include in the Insurance Journal, shows the coverage 
of McKinney’s Merino ram in the amount of $625.00. Policies 
were issued on the dwellings of the first president of the New — 
Castle branch of the bank, Kensey Johns, and on those of four ~ 
of his co-directors, Samuel Barr, James R. Black, ‘Thomas Janvier, 
and George Read, Jr. Read owned the first “ banking house ”’ 
of the New Castle branch and likewise the present Read house. 

There is no record of the bank having to cover any loss under 
the policies that were issued in that early day. 
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/ JOURNAL OF INSURANCE EFFECTED IN THE NEW CASTLE 


No: 


No: 


12: 


INSURANCE OFFICE OF THE FARMERS’ BANK OF THE 


STATE OF DELAWARE 
Caso Dr To INsuRANCE OFFICE 


Received from sundries. 


McKinney as a Woolen Factory. 
For One Year. Dolls. 1500. 


pe DBE A ak oe 2 BO Se aie ake Ae D:22.50 
POuCy ss ea 
od Joseph Marshall for Insurance of Fifteen Hundred Dol- 


lars on his Mill, 45 feet by 35, three stories high, & covered 
with boards and shingles: the Ist story built of stone, the 
others frame: Situate in the Village of Stanton, N. Castle 
County & State of Delaware. One half of said mill oc- 
cupied by the assured as a merchant mill: and the other 
part by Mordecai McKinney for the cotton spinning busi- 


ness. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 1500. @ $150/100 #8 $100............ D:22.50 
POUCY.. vs" Ta 
= Samuel Rogers for Insurance of Six Hundred Dollars on 


Machinery, consisting of 1 Carding machine, | Picker, 2 
Billies 2 Jennies and 5 Looms situate on Edwd. Marshalls 
mill in the Village of Stanton N. Castle County & State 
of Delaware: being about 35 feet by 30: three stories high 
& occupied by the assured & Mordecai McKinney as a 


Woolen Factory. 
For One Year. 


Dolls. 600. @ $1 75/100 @ $100.............. D:10.50 
Policy: : iv. Lee 


Edward Marshall for Insurance of Fifteen Hundred 
Dollars on his Mill, being about 35 feet in length by 30, 
three stories high & covered with Boards and Shingles: 
the Ist story built of stone, the others frame: situate in the 
Village of Stanton, New Castle County and State of Dela- 
ware: and occupied by Samuel Rogers and Mordecai 


23.50 


23.50 


11.50 
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No: 4. 


25. 
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John Janvier for Insurance of Two Thousand Dollars 
on his brick House 23} feet front by 44 deep & two stories 
high: situate on the N.W. side of Front street in the Town 
of New Castle in the State of Delaware: bounded on the 
N. E. by a small House occupied as a Barbers Shop, & the 
Stables & Grenary of George Hand Jr: and on the S. W. 
by a ten feet alley which divides this from the Property 
late of Saml Rowan decd: Now occupied by the assured 
as a dwelling House & Store: and also for insurance of One 
Thousand Dollars on a brick Kichen [sic] 24 feet by 15 
adjoining the above described dwelling House:’ and oc- 
cupied by the assured. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 3,000. @ 75/100 @ $100.............. D:22.50 


John Janvier for Insurance of Five Hundred Dollars on 

a frame House 15 feet by 22 and frame Kitchen 12 feet by 

16. occupied by the assured as a Grenary & Stable: bounded 

on the S. W. by a ten feet alley and on the S.E. by the 

brick dwelling-house and Kitchen occupied by the assured. 
For One Year. 

Dolis*500.%@ 75/100 Gr Floes een es wees oi: S03 


Mordecai McKinney for Insurance of One Thousand 
Dollars on his stock in trade consisting of Pieces of finished 
& unfinished Cloth (estimated per Inventory at $2566“/100) 
situate in a manufactory carried on in Edward Marshalls 
mill, in the Village of Stanton, at N. Castle County & State 
of Delaware. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1000. @ $150/100 # $100............ D:15.00 


James Booth for Insurance of Two Thousand Dollars 


on his dwelling House situate on the Southwest corner of 
Delaware and Pearl Streets in the Town of New Castle: 
being 48 feet on Delaware Street & 100 feet on Pearl: and 
occupied by the assured. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 2000. @ 30/100 4 $100................ D: 6.00 


23.0 


4.7 


16. 


No. 8. 


R. 
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No. 12.: 


James Couper Senr for Insurance of Twelve Hundred 
Dollars on a brick House, 2 stories high, 44 feet by 20, 
with a brick Piassa & Kitchen each one story high adjoin- 
ing: Situate in the Village of Christa Bridge, N. Castle 
County & State of Delaware and now occupied as a private 
dwelling by the Revd J. E. Latta. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1200. @ 35/100 #® $1000.............. D: 4.20 


George Monro Treasr of the Board of Trustees of 
Newark Academy for Insurance of One thousand Dollars 
on a stone building 38 feet by 25 two stories high and 
covered with Shingles: Situate in the Village of Newark, 
in the County of New Castle & State of Delaware: and 
occupied as an academy, under the direction of the Revd 
Francis Hindman. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1000. @ 50/100 @ $100............... Deas 


John Hall Junr. for Insurance of Two thousand Dollars 
on his brick dwelling House 34 feet by 30 and 2 stories high, 
and brick kitchen 18 feet by 15, and 14 stories high adjoin- 
ing, situate in the Village of Christa. Bridge, New Castle 
County & State of Delaware. and occupied by the assured. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 2,000. @ 40/100 @ $1,000............ D: 8 


John Aitken for Insurance of Five thousand Dollars on 
his brick dwelling House 25 feet front by 50 deep, three 
stories high and covered with Slate: Situate on the [blank] 
side of Chesnut Street in the City of Philadelphia, and 
occupied by the assured. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 5,000. @ 25/100 @ $100.............. D:12.50 


David Brinton for Insurance of Three thousand Dollars 
on a brick dwelling House, three stories high 33 feet by 54, 
situate on the South east corner of Market & High Streets 
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13. in the Borough of Wilmington: now occupied by the 


R. assured as a Tavern. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 3,000. @ 75/100 @ $100...........-.-- D:22.50 
Policy! 2a: | 
s David Brinton for Insurance of One thousand Dollars 


on a Range of Stabling, Sheds & Grenary, erected partly 
with stone & partly with brick & covered with Shingles: 
No. 13. situate on a Lot of ground bounded on the N. W. by the 
Tavern House of the assured & on the S.E. by the brick 
dwelling House of [blank] Cook, in the Borough of Wilm- 
ington, N. Castle County & State of Delaware. The sd 
Stabling Sheds & Grenary being now occupied by the 


Re assured, in connection with his Tavern House. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 1000. @ $1. qo $100. . camel cece D:10. “ 
Policy?. <<" 12073 Sie 


Matthew R. Lockerman for Insurance of One thousand 
Dollars on his House, 17 feet front by 42 deep, constructed 
partly of wood & partly of brick situate on the West side 
No. 14. of Market Street in the Borough of Wilmington (adjoining 

on one side the House occupied by the Bank of Delaware: 
and on the other separated by an alley from the house 
occupied by Jas Brian) now occupied by the assured as a 
re dwelling House & Book Store. 
For One Year. 


Dolls. 1000. @ 75/100 @ $100.............. Dz 7.00 
POUCY sce I 8a 
1810 
June 13. Samuel Barr for Insurance of One thousand Dollars on 


his brick dwelling House, Office, Kitchen & Kitchen store 

house, situate in the Town of New Castle, being 33 feet 

No. 15. front on Front street and extending in depth 80 feet on a 

9 feet alley which divides this from the dwelling house of 

Geo: Read:—and also on his outhouses consisting of a store 

House 2 stories high, 28 feet by 20: and a frame building 

42 feet by 13, one and an half-stories high, occupied by the 
assured as a Poultry House, Carriage House and Stable. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1000. @70/100 9 $100.............. D: 7.00 
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16. 


No. 17 


No. 18. 


No. 19. 


ne 16. 


George Read for Insurance of Five Thousand Dollars 
on his brick House, Kitchen and Wash house situate on the 
North west side of Front street in the Town of New Castle, 


being about 50 feet on front street and extending in depth . 


about 106 feet on a 9 feet alley which divides this from the 
Property of Samuel Barr: Now occupied by the assured 
as a dwelling. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 5000. @ 40/100 # $100............... D200" 
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George Read for Insurance of One Thousand Dollars on 
his brick House and Kitchen (each 2 stories high) occupied 
by the Cashier of the Farmers Bank S. D. as a dwelling & 
banking House: situate on the N. W. side of Front street 
in the Town of New Castle: being 48 feet on Front street, 
55 feet deep on the S. W. end and 203 feet on the N.E. 
end. — 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1000. @ 40/100 @ $100................ DAS 


James Rogers for Insurance of Three Hundred Dollars 
on a brick dwelling house 27. feet by 19. situate on the S. E. 
side of [blank] street in the Town of New Castle: owned by 
the assured and occupied by Tenants as a dwelling. 

For One Year. 

Dolls,.3002.@ 60/100 $5100... cre. wits... D: 1.80 


James Rogers for Insurance of Five Hundred Dollars on 
his Furniture and Library of Books contained in a 2 story 
brick House situate on the N. W. Corner of Delaware and 
[blank] streets in the Town of New Castle: owned by 
Nicholas VanDyke and occupied by the assured as a 
dwelling. 

For One Year. 


Dolls. 500. @ 30/100 # $100.............. D: 1.50 


Kensey Johns for Insurance of Two thousand five Hun- 
dred Dollars on his brick dwelling House, Office, Kitchen 


[5.00] 
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& Wash house: situate on the N. E. corner of Delaware and 
Orange streets in the Town of New Castle: being 503 feet 
feet front by 724 deep: two stories high; and occupied by 
the assured as a dwelling. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 2500. @ 30/100 @ $100.........----6- D: 7.50 


Thomas Janvier for Insurance of One Thousand Dollars 
on a brick House 284 feet front by 36 feet deep with a 
Piazza on the S.E. side: situate on the South east side of 
Front Street in the Town of New Castle: bounded on the 
N.E. by the Property of George Hand Jr and on the 
S. W. by Property of William Young: and occupied by the 
assured as a dwelling House & Shoe store. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1000. @ 60/100 # $100............... D: 6.00 


Samuel Canby & Son for insurance of Four thousand 
Dollars on a Stone Mill 92 feet in length, 48 feet in depth 
& 3 stories high together with the machinery thereunto 
belonging, situate on the S. W. side of Brandywine Creek in 
the Borough of Wilmington, belonging to Samuel Canby 
and occupied as a Merchant mill for the manufacture of 
Wheat & corn by the assured. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 4000. :@ 60/100 Br $100.20. 2 2a oe. D:24.5 


Samuel Canby & Son for Insurance of Six Thousand 
Dollars on their Stock in trade consisting of Grain, Flour 
&c contained in a stone Mill (as described above) belonging 
to Samuel Canby & occupied by the assured as a merchant 
mill for the manufacture of Wheat & Corn. 

Dolls. 6000. @ 60/100 # $100 


James Canby & Co. for insurance of Six thousand Dollars 
on their Stock in trade consisting of Flour Grain &c con- 
tained in a stone mill, 70 feet in length & 40 in depth, three 
stories high: situate on the N. E. side of Brandywine creek, 


8.5( 


255 


$7.4 
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in Brandywine Hundred: belonging to John Morton and 
occupied by the assured as a Merchant Mill for the manu- 
facture of Wheat & Corn. 


For One Year. 
Dolls. 6000. @ 60/100 3 $100. Swe esinas os D:36. “ 


Samuel Shipley for Insurance of Five thousand Dollars 
on a Stone Mill 62 feet in length by 36 in width and three 
stories high: situate on the South west side of Brandywine 
Creek: owned by the assured: and by him occupied as a 
merchant mill: Together with the machinery thereunto 
belonging. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 5000. @60/100 @ $100................ D350." 


Samuel Shipley for Insurance of Four Thousand Dollars 
on his Stock in trade consisting of Grain, Flour &c. con- 
tained in a Stone mill (as described above) owned by the 
assured & by him occupied as a merchant mill for the 
manufacture of wheat & Corn. 


For One Year. 
Dolls. 4000. @ 60/100 @ $100............... D:24. “ 


Joseph Shipley for insurance of Five thousand Dollars 
on a Stone Mill, three stories high, situate on French Street 
in the Borough of Wilmington in the State of Delaware: 
owned by the assured and by him occupied as a merchant 
mill for the manufacture of wheat & corn: Together with 
the machinery thereunto belonging. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 5000. @ 60/100 # $100............... D330 


Joseph Shipley for insurance of Three thousand Dollars 
on his Stock in Trade, consisting of Wheat, Corn, Flour &c. 
contained in a stone mill, 3 stories high, situate on French 
Street (as above described) owned by the assured and by 
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him occupied as a merchant mill for the manufacture of 
Wheat & corn. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 3000. @ 60/100 @ $100............--- Dsl Seee 


Outerbridge Horsey for Insurance of Five Hundred Dol- 
lars on his Furniture & Library of Books contained in a 3 
story brick House situate on the N.W. side of Market 
Street in the Borough of Wilmington occupied by the 
assured and bounded on the N. E. by the House occupied 
by James A. Bayard and on the S. W. by the House occupied 
by Doctr Warner. 

For One Year. . 

Dolls. 500. @ 30/100 @ $100................ D: 1.50 


John Torbert for Insurance of Fifteen Hundred Dollars 
on a brick dwelling House in the Borough of Wilmington, 
occupied by the assured: being 3 stories high, 21 feet front 
on Market Street by 28 feet deep: with a brick Kitchen 
annexed 20 feet deep by 14 wide & 2 stories high: bounded 
by a two story brick house on the corner of Market & Front 
streets occupied by Saml Ross: and on the South by a 2 
story brick house of Jacob Crumers. 

For Seven Years. 
Dolls. 1500. @ 374/100 # $100.............. D:33.75 


John Torbert for insurance of One thousand Dollars 
on a brick Building situate in the Borough of Wilmington: 
being 40 feet front on Front street, by 28 feet deep. & 
bounded on the N. W. by a frame building 2 stories high:— 
Now occupied by the assured as a wholesale Grocery Store. 

For Seven Years. 
Dolls. 1000. @ 374/100 #@ $100.............. D:22.50 


Daniel Heisler for Insurance of Six Hundred Dollars on 
a frame House 25 feet by 17. two stories high: situate in 
the Village of Christiana Bridge in the County of New 


19-4 


2.51 


34.9 
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No. 33. 


N o. 34. 


No. 36. 
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Castle & State of Delaware: occupied by the assured as a 
Dwelling House & an apothecary Shop. 
) For One Year. 
Bells? O00. 7@ Slo BGO le. Sel. Me 


Capt Henry Geddes for Insurance of Fifteen Hundred 
Dollars on a brick House 50 feet front by 22 feet deep: 
and two stories high: together with a brick Kitchen adjoin- 
ing, about 12 feet square & two stories high: situate in the 
Village of NewPort, in New Castle County & State of Dela- 
ware: owned by the assured & now occupied by [blank] 
Wells as a dwelling. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1500. @ 40/100 #8 $100............... D: 26.5 


Capt Henry Geddes for Insurance of Five Hundred Dol- 
lars on two Stables situate in the Village of NewPort, in 
New Castle County & State of Delaware; owned by the 
assured, and now occupied as stables by [blank] Wells: The 
first being 24 feet by 20: two stories high and built of brick: 
The other being 30 feet in length by 26. and built of Stone 
and brick—also on a brick Smoke House and Spring House. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 500. @ 60/100 @ $100................ Dore 


James M. Broom for insurance of Two thousand Dollars 
on a three story brick House situate in the Town of New 
Castle in the State of Delaware: being 204 feet front on 
Front Street and 29 feet deep: owned by the assured, and 
at present unoccupied. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 2000. @ 40/100 # $100................ $ 8.00 


Abraham Egbert for Insurance of Eight Hundred Dol- 
lars on a brick dwelling House 17 feet front by 28 feet deep 
and 2 stories high together with a frame Kitchen 12 feet 
by 16 & one story high adjoining situate in the Village of 


69 


70 


No. 37. 


2. 


rs 


DELAWARE HISTORY 


Christiana Bridge owned by the assured and now occupied 
by Capt. Tubbs as a dwelling. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 800. @ 75/100 @ $100............----- $ 6.00 


James McCallmont for Insurance of Thirteen Hundred 
and fifty Dollars on a three story dwelling House, situate 
on the N. West side of Front street in the Town of New 
Castle: being about 40 feet front by 50 feet deep: partly 
brick and partly frame:—Also for insurance of One Hun- 
dred and fifty Dollars on frame Stables both being owned 
and occupied by the assured.—And for insurance of One 
thousand Dollars on a 2 story brick House situate on the 
S. East side of Front street in the Town of New Castle: 
being about 40 feet front by 40 deep with a small frame 
adjoining: owned by the assured and occupied by John 
Mullin as a tavern. 

For One Year. 
Dolls: 2500. “@ “70 /200° 39> $100 5 2 PR a $17.50 


Peter Bauduy for Insurance of Three Hundred Dollars 
on a Barn 57 feet by 23 two stories high: the first story of 
stone, the other frame.—Also for insurance of Two Hundred 
Dollars on a [blank] building 69 feet by 17 occupied as a 
Carriage House, Hay Shed & Stable, and for insurance of 
Two hundred Dollars on a brick Shed 80 feet by 17 and 
occupied as a Stable for Sheep.—All the above described 
Outhouses being owned and occupied by the assured: and 
situate on Eden Park Farm in the Hundred & County of 
New Castle and State of Delaware. 

For One Year. 
Dolis..700. "$i. a) SIONS en ee eee $ 7.00 


Peter Bauduy for Insurance of Three thousand Dollars 
on a brick House 32 feet square and two stories high: to 
which is annexed on the N. East a brick wing 50 by 18 feet 
and 2 stories high. owned by the assured and by him occu- 
pied as a dwelling.—Also for insurance of Two Hundred 


[8.0 
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Dollars on a brick House 27 feet by 18 and 2 stories high 
owned by the assured & occupied by John Rameau & George 
Cleland as a dwelling—Both Houses situate on Eden Park 


Farm, Hundred & County of New Castle & State of Dela- 
ware. 


For One Year. 
Dolls. 3200. @ sid ae PU Seog Se. cs 0 - $12.80 


James Ross for Insurance of One thousand Dollars on 
his frame dwelling House and Store, being 40 feet front by 
16 deep, one and an half stories high: together with a frame 
shed adjoining on the West end: and a frame Kitchen ad- 
joining on the north side, 14 feet by 16. and one story high: 
owned and occupied by the assured, and situate on the 
North east side of the main street in the Village of Chris- 
tiana Bridge, New Castle County and State of Delaware. 


For One Year. 
Dollis: L000 ae$ i 'S.98..$100 oki S. eaewtdin $10. * 


John Elliot for Insurance of One thousand Dollars on 
a Stone House 27 feet by 21, and 2 stories high: to which 
is annexed on the N. East end a stone building 15 feet 
by 30, the front part of which is two stories high: Situate 
in Brandywine Hundred, N. Castle County & State of Dela- 
ware: owned by the assured & by him occupied as a dwell- 
ing. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 1,000. @ 45/100 # $100................ $ 4.50 


Harding Williams for Insurance of Two thousand Dol- 
lars on a brick dwelling House & Store situate in the Town 
of New Castle, being 30 feet front on Front street by 21 
deep, & 3 stories high: to which is annexed on the N. W. 
a brick building 27 feet by 20 & 2 stories high: together 
with a brick Kitchen 16 feet by 14 & one story high:—a 
brick smoke house 12 feet square, & one story high: and a 
frame Stable and Grenaries 36 feet by 12. being all con- 
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nected with the first described buildings: and owned and 


occupied by the assured. 
For One Year. 


Dolls.-2000: @$1al sphi00R Haast eee $20. se 


James R. Black for Insurance of Four Hundred Dollars 
on a brick House 27 feet by 21, one and an half-stories high: 
situate on the South east side of Market street in the Town 
of New Castle: Owned and occupied by Michael King: 
and in which the assured is interested by an Indenture of 
Mortgage thereon from Michael King to Mary Black, 
George Black & Thomas Montgomery, dated December 
15th 1795 and afterwards assigned to James R. Black: and 
also on a Judgment entered in the Court of Common Pleas 
of N. Castle on the 6th of April 1808 at the Suit of Thomas 
Rose against the Sd M. King: and which was assigned on 
the 29th March 1810 by the Sd Thomas Rose to the Sd 
James R. Black. 

For One Year. 
Dolls, 400:~@ 50/100"): $10@ Csan = eee +2, 


John Bellach for Insurance of One thousand Dollars 
on his stone dwelling house, situate near Naamans creek, 
Brandywine Hundred, N. Castle County & State of Dela- 
ware: the N. East end being 28 feet by 24, & two stories 
high: the S. West end 22 feet by 20. together with a frame 
Kitchen annexed, 14 feet by 13. & one story high:—And 
also for insurance of Seven Hundred Dollars on a store 
house three stories high, the Ist story built of stone, the 
others of brick: being 53 feet in length by 21 deep: Both 
the above described buildings being owned & occupied by 
the assured. 

For Seven Years. 
Dolls. 1700. @ 50/100 # $100 


John Bellach for Insurance of Twenty five Hundred 
Dollars on his Mill house, Machinery & Corn Kiln:—The 
mill house being 45 feet by 28, two stories high: the first 
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story of stone, the second of brick:—The Corn Kiln being 
19 feet by 17. built of brick and one story high: together 
with a building adjoining the mill 16 feet by 16, and two 
stories high, (containing the Bolting Machinery,) the first 


. story of stone, the second frame.—Situate on Naaman’s 


Creek in Brandywine Hundred, New Castle County & State 
of Delaware. Owned & occupied’ by the assured. 


For Seven Years. 
Dolls. 2500. @ 75/100 SP Len Sidy ic hE. <jihen) Ws $112.50 
POLE 5. acta Be 


George Hand Junr. for Insurance of Four thousand Dol- 
lars on a three story brick house, situate on the S.E. side 
of Front street in the Town of New Castle: being 45 feet 
front on Front street & 20 feet deep: together with two brick 
wings each 2 stories high & connected with the above de- 
scribed building: the east wing being 21 feet by 16. and 
the west 30 feet by 18:—The above buildings owned by the 
assured and now occupied by Thomas Newlin as a Tavern. 


For Seven Years. 
Dolls. 4,000. @50/100 @ $100............... $120. “ 
Policy iz... es 


George Hand Junr. for Insurance of Four thousand Dol- 
lars on a brick House (late the residence of John E. Sword 
decd) situate on Spring Garden farm, about one mile from 
the Town of New-Castle: being 48 feet in length by 40 in 


width & 2 stories high: Owned by the assured and now | 


occupied as a dwelling by Antthony Cresse. 


For Seven Years. 
Dolls. 4,000. @ 30/100 @ $100................ AS [eee 


James McCullough for Insurance of Six Hundred Dol- 
lars on his Frame Stables situate on the N. E. side of Har- 
mony Street in the Town of New Castle, being 45 feet in 
length, 25 feet in depth and two stories high: together with 
a Carriage Shed, 45 feet in length 12 feet in depth and one 
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story high adjoining:—Owned by the assured, and occupied 
by the Proprietors of the Union Line. 
For One Year. 
Dolls. 600. @ $1.“ B $100.... 6... eee ee ee eee $ 6.00 


Mordecai McKinney for Insurance of One thousand 
Dollars on Machinery for Spinning of Cotton: Consisting 
of One Thrissell, One Mule, Three carding machines, and 
Eight Heads roving: estimated at Eighteen Hundred & 
eighty three Dollars: Owned by the assured, and situate in 
Joseph Marshalls Mill in the Village of Stanton, New Castle 
County & State of Delaware. 

For One Year. j 

Dolls,.1000.@uG2e0.98 $100 six. eaaiGe aeickcm eke $20. “ 


John Aitken for Insurance of Four thousand five Hun- 
dred Dollars on three brick Houses, owned by the assured 
and situate in the City of Philadelphia: vizt. On No. 1 
situate on the corner of Chesnut & Sixth Streets, being 
about 39 feet on Chesnut street and 20 feet on sixth street: 
3 stories high in front & 4 stories back: occupied by Bernard 
Gallagher as a grocery store and dwelling, the sum of 
Fifteen hundred Dollars.—On No. 2, adjoining No. 1. being 
about 20 feet front on 6th Street and of the same heighth 
as No. 1., occupied as a dwelling by General Allen, the Sum 
of Fifteen hundred Dollars.—And on No. 3, adjoining No: 
2, and of the same size, occupied by Mr. Badger as a dwell- 
ing, the sum of Fifteen Hundred Dollars. 

For One Year. 
Dolls. 4,500. @ 334/100 3 $100.............. D215. < 
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SomME Houses IN NEw CASTLE INSURED IN 1810 


The numbers above refer to the order within the register of policies for some 
houses in New Castle covered by insurance by the Farmers Bank. The owners of the 
houses are as follows, No. 4, Janvier; No. 15, Barr; Nos. 16 and 17, Read; No. 19, 
Van Dyke; and No. 20, Kensey Johns. The drawings are reproduced from the 1804 
survey of the town. Numbers 15, 16, and 17 are adjoining properties. 
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‘THE POLITICAL HISTORY OF DELAWARE 
DURING THE CIVIL WAR—Part IV 


Iwo Years of Tension 


By Haroitp Bett Hancock 

AD feelings between Republicans and Democrats in Dela- 
B ware continued in 1863 and 1864. The Democratic 
legislature appointed a committee to investigate the elec- 
tion of 1862 and passed “ rebel” acts which annoyed Governor 
William Cannon and his friends. The Republicans obtained 
troops to use at the polls at election time and organized loyal 
-men into Union Leagues. Tension was heightened by fear of 
-Confederate invasion into the state and by disturbing news 

from the front. These were grim years. 

Several thousand people assembled upon Dover Green to 
see Cannon take the oath of office as governor in January, 1863. 
It was rumored that he would be forcibly prevented from 
assuming office, but the inaugural ceremonies passed off without 
incident. ‘The House of Representatives granted and then with- 
drew permission to hold the inaugural reception in its meeting 
place, and the festivities were moved to the courthouse.’ 

In his address to the legislature, Cannon praised the quantity 
and quality of Delaware soldiers. “‘ Comparatively feeble in her 
resources, embarrassed by her border location and thwarted by 
the presence of an existing sympathy with the people of the 
revolting States, that hindered the progress of enlistment,” he 
declared, ‘‘ the State of Delaware exhibits a proportion of troops 
alike creditable to herself and useful to the Republic.” Antietam 
and Fredericksburg attested to the courage of her soldiers. He 
asserted ‘‘ that there has existed, in this State, from the beginning, 
an element of disloyalty [which] is unquestionable,” and he 


1Smyrna Times, Jan. 21, 1863; Republican, Jan. 15, 1863; Journal, Jan. 20, 1863; 
Gazette, Jan. 20, 1863. 
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defended the arrest of citizens by federal officials on the grounds 
that the safety of the republic was worth more than the liberty 
or life of any individual. The use of troops in the last election 
was ‘eminently prudent,” and similar circumstances would re- 
quire their use again. “In no case did they interfere with the 
exercise of the right of suffrage by any voter,” he believed, “ and 
in all respects their presence was salutary in securing good order 
and preventing probable collision among our own people.” The 
census returns indicated that slavery would soon be extinguished 
in the state. If Congress formulated a graduated compensation 
plan for Delaware, he advised its acceptance, though personally 
he preferred having the state to develop its own scheme without 
compensation. In his opinion, there was no probability of free 
Negroes’ obtaining complete social and political equality; “ the 
Negro is, and so long as he is among us, ought to remain an 
inferior being under tutelage.” * 

A joint committee of the House and Senate to whom the 
message was referred for consideration charged that its spirit 
and language were “not only impertinent, but insolent in the 
extreme and entirely unbecoming a State Executive,” especially 
one elected by “ fraud and violence and against the known wish 
of a majority of the citizens of Delaware.” The arrest of citizens 
in the past eighteen months was based upon “ malicious mis- 
representations,’ and the sufferer was always a Democrat and 
the accuser, a Republican. In conclusion, the committee claimed 
that Cannon had been elected by federal bayonets, not by the 
will of the people.* 

The General Assembly rejected several of Cannon’s recom- 
mendations. ‘The Governor proposed that several hundred acres 
of land near Lewes be-granted the federal government for mili- 
tary purposes, but the legislature set aside only forty acres and in- 
cluded a restriction that nonresident Negroes could not be 
employed upon the project. The General Assembly did not act 
upon the Governor’s recommendation that $25,000.00 be pro- 
vided for the relief of soldiers’ families. While the chief execu- 


2 Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of Delaware .. . 1863 
(Dover, 1863), pp. 89-98. 


’ Laws of the State of Delaware . . . 1863 (Dover, 1864), p. 387. 
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tive had defended the use of troops at the November election, 


_ the legislature passed a measure which made liable to fine or 


imprisonment anyone who was responsible for stationing troops 


at polling places on election day; under its provisions election 


judges or inspectors who administered oaths of allegiance could 
be fined.* “ An Act to Prevent Illegal Arrests ” made it unlawful 
to arrest a white person without a warrant and prohibited the 
removal of prisoners from the state without the approval of the 
governor. ‘Though the chief executive did not have the power 
to veto bills, Cannon issued a scorching denunciation of the law 
and indicated that he did not intend to carry out its provisions. 
He believed that the disloyalty of many Delawareans justified 
the infrequent arrests. “ That there has been from the beginning 
of the rebellion a considerable number of our people ready to 
participate in armed resistance to the lawful authorities when- 
ever a fair opportunity should occur, I have no doubt,’ he 
declared. His predecessor had claimed that a majority of the 
citizens of the lower counties were sympathetic with the South. 
“Without admitting the correctness of estimate of numbers, 
I do not doubt of the existence of widespread disaffection,” 
Cannon added. The joint committee to which had been referred 
Cannon’s inaugural address also considered his special message 
to the General Assembly on the measure to prevent illegal 
arrests. It cited the message as “ the first example in the history 
of this State of an attempted unwarranted interference with the 
exercise of legislative power by the General Assembly” and 
made the governor liable to impeachment and removal from 
office.* 

Before adjournment, the General Assembly heard and ap- 
proved the report of a joint investigating committee on the 
election of 1862. Hearings involving 124 witnesses lasted for 
two months and were published along with the report of the 
committee in a book with the binder’s title, The Military In- 
vasion of Delaware. 

Republican witnesses offered their reasons for having troops 
present on election day. At the “ little,” or inspectors’, election 


4Ibid., pp. 348-49, 361-62. 
5 Ibid., p. 387; House Journal, 1863, pp. 246-48. 
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in October, Democrats had crowded around some polling places 
in lower Delaware to prevent Union men from voting and had 
hinted that southern sympathizers from Maryland would appear 
in November to help dominate the proceedings. During the 
fall known secessionists in Kent and Sussex counties had assem- 
bled arms and munitions and had assisted persons in joining 
the Confederate army. Persons in Broad Creek Hundred in 
Sussex County had rejoiced at Confederate victories, one man 
saying ‘‘ that United States troops who were killed in battle were 
dead and in hell.”” Another man in the same hundred had said, 
“He would fight for Stonewall Jackson; he would vote for him; 
he would send him a beef if he could; he would render him and 
his cause any assistance he could if he had the chance.”” Governor 
Cannon concluded that ‘a fair election ’’ in Little Creek, Broad 
Creek, Dagsborough, and Baltimore hundreds would be impos- 
sible because there would be “a conflict between the Union 
men and those who intended to prevent them from voting.” He 
and Congressman George P. Fisher separately applied to E. M. 
Stanton, the Secretary of War, for assistance.* After Cannon re- 
ceived no response, he wrote on November 1 to Colonel James 
Wallace, who was in charge of the Maryland Home Guard at 
Salisbury, and requested that troops be sent to four polling places 
in Sussex County.” 

A week before the election neither Cannon nor Fisher was 
certain that soldiers would be in the state upon election day. 
In desperation, prominent Republicans met in conference in 
Wilmington on Friday, October 31, and selected Colonel Henry 
S. McComb and Daniel J. Layton to visit Washington to secure 
assistance. Probably the Secretary of War had already made his 
decision, for on Saturday afternoon General John E. Wool sailed 
from Baltimore with troops in three steamers, bound for Seaford. 
Layton accompanied him, while McComb returned to Wilming- 
ton with blank commissions, signed by the Secretary of War, for 


the provost marshals who would command the troops at the 
voting places.® 


6 Report of the Committee of the General Assembly of the State of Delaware... 
in Regard to the Interference by United States Troops with the General Election . . . 
(Dover, 1863), pp. 58-69, 155-58, 271-73, 307-10. 


7Ibid., pp. 60, 65. SIbid., pp. 86-90. Testimony of Daniel J. Layton. 
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There arrived in Seaford on Monday morning, November 3, 
750 soldiers from Salisbury, under the command of Colonel 


_Wallace, and at two o’clock the steamers docked with General 


Wool’s forces. Provost marshals with forty or fifty soldiers were 
stationed at all the polling places in Kent and Sussex counties 
except two. In New Castle County a portion of the Fourth 
Regiment under Colonel A. H. Grimshaw was posted at three 
voting booths. General Wool informed a Democratic delegation 
headed by former Governor Ross that the soldiers were there to 
ascertain that an orderly election took place.* 

Democratic witnesses reported that many acts of violence and 
of injustice were committed by soldiers on election day. Two 
lines of soldiers with drawn swords stood before the voting 
window in Georgetown. When an Englishman appeared without 
naturalization papers at the voting place in Laurel, a soldier 
commanded the inspector, “ Take the vote, or I will smash the 
ballot-boxes and the whole damned concern,” and the trembling 
official accepted the ballot. In Baltimore and Broad Creek hun- 
dreds, many respectable citizens and owners of large properties 
were required to take an oath of allegiance to the federal govern- 
ment. In several instances Republican ballots were substituted 
for Democratic ones in the hands of timid or intoxicated voters. 
At Dover, soldiers charged persons near the polling place with 
fixed bayonets; among others, an aged man was knocked down, 
another voter was stamped upon, and one soldier, in pursuit 
of a third, wanted to “ kill the damned secessionist.” These in- 
cidents could be multiplied. Under such circumstances many 
Democrats refused to cast their ballots.*° 

Provost marshals and Republican election officials defended 
the use of troops. Provost Marshal William Betts, of Broad 
Creek Hundred, summarized well the thoughts of Union men 
in his testimony when he said, “ ‘The troops were at the election, 
which everybody knows; and, in my opinion,—as well as a great 
many others—we could not have voted that day, nor had an 
election, without the presence of those troops; and that there 


9Ibid., pp. 90-93. Testimony of William Ross. 
10 [bid., pp. 122-28, 145-62, 175, 184, 227-40. 
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would have been bloodshed and murder in general on the 
election ground.” * 

Naturally, the Republicans interpreted as prejudiced the 
conclusions of the Democratic committee in its report to the 
legislature. The principal questions considered were: what 
federal troops had accomplished in the state in the fall of 1861 
and 1862, whether Governor Burton or someone else had re- 
quested the presence of troops at the recent election, whether the 
soldiers had acted in a partisan manner, whether their presence 
was necessary, and what were the character and conduct of the 
provost marshals. 

Troops had appeared in the state on three occasions. In 
the fall of 1861, they had disarmed Democratic militia companies 
in all three counties; in October, 1862, a company of 120 cavalry- 
men intimidated citizens and attended Republican rallies; and 
in November, 1862, 1,200 soldiers were stationed at almost all 
polling places in the state. 

Governor William Burton had not applied for soldiers at 
election time and knew nothing of their coming. Cannon’s 
testimony established the fact “ beyond cavil or controversy ” 
that he and George Fisher were the persons responsible. 

Over one hundred witnesses testified that the whole power 
of the military forces was “ used to promote the success of the 
Republican ticket, and to trample upon the rights of Democrats 
by requiring the taking of unconstitutional test-oaths; the pre- 
venting them from going to the polls to vote, except at such 
time and such way as the Republican partizan Provost Marshals 
might determine; by the arrest and incarceration of some, the 
frightening and driving from the polls of others, and the general 
effort to intimidate and humiliate all who did not avow them- 
selves the willing slaves of despotic or irresponsible power.” 

While eight witnesses who were candidates upon the Re- 
publican ticket or provost marshals thought that the presence 
of troops was essential, eighty or more proved “ conclusively 
that troops were not necessary on the day of the election, either 
to preserve the public peace or insure a fair election. .. .” 


11 Ibid., p. 158. 
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The committee expressed “in conclusion their unqualified 
condemnation, both of the action of the Federal administration 


_and the traitorous conspirators among our own citizens, who, 


for partizan purposes alone, sought to defeat the fair expression 
of the popular will at the polls by the potent influence of Federal 
bayonets.” This act branded the national administration ‘“ with 
infamy and everlasting disgrace,” whose criminality found “a 
parallel in the disgraceful, wicked, damning treachery of the 
ingrate conspirators in our own midst, who, with malign hearts 
and lying lips, assured the administration of the necessity for 
its interference with the domestic concerns of Delaware. ... No 
language could betray their baseness. No time can efface their 
guilt, or remove the stigma from their memory. Your Com- 
mittee will therefore turn from objects so loathing, and leave 
them to the judgment of their fellow men, objects of contempt 
and scorn.” # 


Whether the military invasion of Delaware was justified is 
a matter for dispute. In the opinion of the writer, although 
certain election irregularities were encouraged by their presence, 
the use of soldiers was defensible and prevented worse disorders. 

During the following year, political tension in the state re- 
mained high over the policies of the administration. Despite 
the fact that the Emancipation Proclamation freed only slaves 
in rebellious states and not those in Delaware, Republicans in 
the state welcomed its promulgation on January 1, 1863. Anna 
Ferris recorded in her diary, ‘‘ Today the final Proclamation 
of Emancipation was issued by the President! Will it be merely 
a decree of the Government, that may fall to the ground, or is 
it a decree of the Almighty that will live through all the future? 
It is impossible to say, we can only pray that events may confirm 
it.” Democrats viewed the freeing of thousands of Negroes with 
misgivings. In disgust a poorly-educated soldier in the First 
Delaware Regiment wrote home that “ it was for to protect our 
union that i voltneard and would be willing to dei for it but 
not for the nigers. ... i thought when i voltneard it was to fite 
for the union. i see deferent now. my opinuen of the war is 


12 [bid., pp. vi-x, xvii-xix, xxili-xxx. 
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that it is a speculation and niger war. the offers want to keep 
the war a going as long as the greenbacks is good.” * a 

In the opinion of Union men, the attacks upon the adminis- 
tration by Willard Saulsbury and James A. Bayard disgraced the 
state. Saulsbury created a sensation in the Senate in January, 
1863, when he referred to Lincoln as “ a weak and imbecile man, 
the weakest that I ever knew in a high place,” and claimed that 
he “ never did see or converse with so weak and imbecile a man 
as Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States.’ A few 
minutes later he said that if he were to describe “a tyrant” or 
“4 despot, a man perfectly regardless of every Constitutional 
right of the people, whose sworn servant, not ruler, he is, I 
would paint the hideous form of Abraham Lincoln.” He added, 
“Tf that be treason—,’’ but cries from the floor prevented his 
continuing.** 

Senator Bayard assailed the grant by the majority of absolute 
powers to the President and wrote his son in February that 
the Republicans were attempting to set up “a despotism.” Ina 
letter to a friend in April, he accused the Republicans of plotting 
“to conquer and exterminate the White Race at the South, if 
in their power, but their more immediate object is to subvert 
the institutions of the country & establish a centralized despotism 
by arms to perpetuate their power.” In his opinion, Congress 
was granting Lincoln the same opportunity to usurp absolute 
power that had been presented to Louis Napoleon.” 

‘T'wo organizations that were formed during 1863 bolstered 
the morale of Republicans. A Union League was started in 
Wilmington in March, and its headquarters in the Saville Build- 
ing became the focal point of Republican activities in the state. 
Branches soon appeared in a number of towns. The Delaware 
Improvement Association, which was also known as the Society 
for Promoting Northern Immigration into Delaware, was organ- 


13 Anna Ferris, Diary, Jan. 1, 1863, Ferris Papers (Friends’ Historical Society, 
Swarthmore, Pa.) ; Corp. Hendrix to S$. Townsend, Feb. 12, 1863, Townsend Papers 
(University of Delaware) . 

14 Congressional Globe (37th Cong., 38rd Sess., 1862-63) , I, 545-50, 558, 584. 

15 Ibid., I, 550-54; J. A. Bayard to T. F. Bayard, Feb. 9, 1863, Bayard Papers 
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ized, with the principal purpose being “ the improvement of 
the State by the introduction of agriculturists, artisans, manu- 
_ facturers, and tradesmen from other States.” Its president was 
Governor Cannon. Within two months after its founding, 2,000 
circulars had been distributed, and a dozen farms had been sold 
through its efforts, but it met with only moderate success in 
attracting settlers to the state.’ 

At the beginning of 1863, Delaware had four infantry regi- 
ments in the field, in addition to a company of artillery and a 
company of cavalry. In the fall of 1862, the Fifth and Sixth 
~Delaware Volunteer Regiments of nine-months’ men had been 
organized, but its members were permitted to remain in civilian 
life until they were called to active duty in the summer of 1863.” 

Delaware’s quota under Lincoln’s call for troops in May was 
2,454, and enrolling headquarters were established in Smyrna. 
Colonel Edwin Wilmer, who was also commanding officer of 
the Sixth Regiment, was appointed Provost Marshal to direct 
proceedings there. Trouble was expected at the first drawing 
of numbers for the draft on August 12, and the Provost Marshal 
warned the crowd that the soldiers at the scene had been ordered 
to shoot with bullets, not blanks, in case of disorder. A young 
blind man, a Mr. Reybold, drew tickets from a tin lottery wheel.” 

Democrats complained that an unusually large proportion of 
the drafted men came from their party, a fact which the Repub- 
lican explained by pointing to the large number of Union men 
already in the field. The Georgetown Messenger reported that 
men were using their life’s savings and selling property to obtain 
the $300.00 necessary to hire a substitute. Some Democrats 
formed clubs, which guaranteed the payment of commutation 
fees for drafted members. An alarmed subordinate of Colonel 


16 The Saville Building was on the corner of Sixth and Market streets, next above 
the Old Town Hall, Wilmington. Republican, Mar. 23, 1863; Journal, Mar. 17, 
Apr. 14, June 19, Aug. 1, Oct. 16, 1863; Georgetown Union, Sept. 25, Oct. 16, 23, 
1863. 

17J. Thomas Scharf, History of Delaware (Philadelphia, 1888) , I, 370-72. 

18 Gazette, Aug. 9, 25, 1863; Journal, Aug. 14, 1863. 

On May 16, 1864, Mr. Reybold again drew the draft tickets, but this time from 
a glass lottery wheel now in the museum of the Historical Society. The Society also 
has some of the original draft tickets used in a lottery to choose the recruits. Delaware 
Gazette, May 17, 1864. 
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Wilmer’s predicted that there ‘* would not be 200 men raised in 
the whole state by the draft, and nearly all of them from New 
Castle county, as anti-draft beneficial societies had been formed 
in the two lower counties, and the copperheads had subscribed 
heavily to buy off all their men, in consequence of which every- 
one would be bought off,” *° 

Reports soon reached Wilmer of resistance to the draft. An 
employee of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Rail- 
road was arrested for forming a club to oppose its operation. A 
schoolmaster in western Kent County in July advised all men to 
arm themselves, and ‘“‘ when the enrolling master came around 
to shoot him dead & when asked who dun [sic] it, not to say.” 
He expected that thousands would refuse to submit to the draft; 
in any case, Confederate troops would soon appear from the 
Virginia counties upon the peninsula to hand Delaware over 
“to the bosom of President Davis.’’ At Sandtown, in western 
Kent County, the home of enrolling officer John Green was 
surrounded by a dozen men, who fired twenty bullets into it. 
A note, which was stuck in a split stick in the yard, read: 


Mr. JOHN GREEN 

This is to notify that you must resine within two days and if you 
donte we will kill you at the risk of our Lives. you must knot inrole 
another man from tonight your grave is dug now and we will put you 
in it in the shortest notis the next notis will be given by Powder and 
ball. 


Kitt DEVIL 


Believing that a majority of the inhabitants in the vicinity were 
secessionists, Green applied to Wilmer for protection. Thirty 
cavalrymen visited the area and arrested eight men, who were 
shortly released after taking an oath of allegiance. Under these 
circumstances filling the state’s quota proceeded slowly.”° 

‘The office of the provost marshal was also concerned with 


19 Delawarean, Aug. 22, 1863; Republican, Sept. 21, 1863; Messenger, quoted in 
Journal, Aug. 28, 1863; D. H. Houston to John Houston, Aug. 29, 1863, Houston 
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disloyalty and secessionist activities. From June 8, 1863, to 
January 1, 1864, fifty-two arrests were made. Most persons were 
_Yeleased upon taking an oath of allegiance, but a few were sent 

to Fort Delaware. An Irishman in Smyrna was temporarily 
confined for saying that ‘‘ his heart beat for the C. $. A. and he 
wished all the men that went down to fight for the U. S. A. would 
be killed and thrown into ditches.” Another resident in Smyrna 
was arrested for exclaiming, “ I wish all the Union men were in 
hell. While old Abe is in office, we are sure to go to Hell.” A 
Smyrna dentist was ordered to Fort Delaware for drinking the 
health of Jefferson Davis, for denouncing the government as “a 
damned despotism,”’ and for boasting of having forwarded to 
the Confederacy twenty-five recruits. 


Letters to the Provost Marshal in 1863 are filled with accusa- 
tions of disloyalty. A Confederate soldier was arrested in Laurel 
at the home of his father, a Methodist minister, as he was driving 
away in a borrowed dearborn with merchandise for the South. 
A Unionist, of Gumborough, Sussex County, reported that a 
neighbor made “‘a practice of huraing [sic] for Jeff when he 
gets tight and that is frequently.’’ Another resident of Gumboro 
was accused of proposing to assemble a band of 200 men near 
Millsboro to kill the black Republicans; in the few days before 
federal troops arrived, he expected to accomplish a great deal. 
A resident of Broad Creek Hundred said that he “ would be 
damned if he would ever let any of his children fight in war, that 
he had right smart of money and about 2,000 bushels of corn 
and 1,000 lbs. of pork and wished the southern men had it to 
support them to fight the damned Yankees.” A citizen of Balti- 
more Hundred expressed the hope that Lincoln and his cabinet 
would “ burn up.” ” 

Evidence that illicit trade was carried on with the enemy 
disturbed Union men, such as Thomas M. Rodney, collector of 
the port of Wilmington. Secretary of the Treasury Chase advised 
Rodney in January “ that most of the contraband goods, reaching 


21“ Arrest Book,” 1863, Provost-Marshal Papers. 

22 Joseph L. Bacon to E. Wilmer, Aug. 21, 1863; E. Adkins to E. Wilmer, Oct. 7, 
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the Maryland Peninsula, passes on the Delaware R. R., via 
Bridgeville, Seaford, Laurel, and Salisbury.” A large quantity 
of drugs addressed to a physician in Vienna, Maryland, was con- 
fiscated in January at Seaford, and drugs worth $5,000.00 and 
addressed to persons in Seaford and Bridgeville were confiscated 
in Philadelphia in March. Two rebels were arrested in Smyrna 
in March with trunks containing silk, pipes, and violin strings 
destined for the South. In spite of Rodney’s protests, a schooner 
with medical supplies worth $5,000.00, which had been seized in 
the Nanticoke River in March, was released. A regulation was 
put in effect that shippers of goods by railway below the town 
of New Castle must show that merchandise was not intended 
for the South.2* Democrats were delighted when the detested 
inspector at Seaford himself was arrested for interfering with 
the arrest of a deserter. In May six prominent men in Seaford 
were arrested for smuggling, and four were deported to the 
Confederacy. In June two small vessels that engaged in contra- 
band trade were confiscated. Seaford remained the center of the 
traffic throughout the war.” 


Churches in New Castle County generally continued to favor 
a vigorous prosecution of the war, while those in the lower 
counties sympathized with the South. During the year patriotic 
sermons by Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Episcopal 
clergymen in Wilmington were praised by the Republican press. 
On the other hand, the Reverend James Vallandigham, who was 
pastor of White Clay Creek Presbyterian Church near Newark 
and a brother of an Ohio copperhead congressman, was tempor- 
arily arrested for his pro-Southern preaching. It was claimed that 


28 Dr. L. H. Houston to. T. M. Rodney, Jan. 5, 1863; Acting Sec. of Treas. 
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1863; and T. M. Rodney to E. G. Bradford, Apr. 16, 1863, Thomas M. Rodney Papers 
(Historical Society of Delaware); Republican, Mar. 12, 26, 1863; Journal, Mar. 10, 
Apr. 14, 1863. 

24 Republican, May 14, 18, Sept. 17, 24, 1863; Journal, Mar. 31, May 19, 1863; 
Gazette, Mar. 31, 1863. The six men arrested were Dr. Hugh Martin, William B. 


Horsey, Dr. Joseph Shipley, C. F. Rust, Theodore Price, and John Martin. The first 
two were shortly released. 


TWO YEARS OF TENSION 87 


his political sentiments matched those of three-fourths, or per- 


haps nine-tenths, of his neighbors.® 
In Kent County the elders of the Presbyterian Church in 


_ Felton barred the Reverend L. CG. Lockwood from the edifice 


for supporting the Union party. Later in the year his preaching 
in a Methodist church at nearby Canterbury caused a dozen 
pro-Southerners to “ skedadle.” Finally, he became an agent for 
the Delaware Improvement Company.” 

The Reverend Isaac Handy, an Old School Presbyterian 
clergyman of Portsmouth, Virginia, received special permission 
from military authorities to visit his wife’s relatives in Bridge- 
ville in July, 1863. During his stay he visited a former charge 
at Port Penn, in New Castle County, and made the statement 
“ that he did not regard the flag as any more than a rag, for it 
belonged to a government of tyranny and oppression,” and he 
also refused to shake hands with the Republican pastor of the 
church. Subsequently, he was arrested and spent the remainder 
of the war in Fort Delaware, where he penned a full description 
of his experiences under the title of United States Bonds, or 
Duress by Federal Authority." 

News that Lee’s army was advancing towards the border of 
Pennsylvania in June alarmed Delawareans. Members of the 
Fifth and Sixth Regiments of nine-months’ men were called out 
to assist in guarding the lines of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, 
and Baltimore Railroad and the prisoners at Fort Delaware. 
The citizens of Wilmington were summoned to an emergency 
meeting on June 29 to organize the defenses of the city. The 
mayor of Wilmington on June 30 appealed to all male citizens 
to volunteer in some military capacity. Governor Cannon issued 
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a stirring appeal to Delawareans to look after the families of 
volunteers. The state was placed under martial law on July 3. 
Business was suspended, and large numbers of employees from 
shops and factories enlisted.” 

The people were excited by rumors. A real estate agent 
named William Bright was said to be in correspondence with 
General Lee and was accused of encouraging him to attack the 
unprotected shipyards, machine shops, and powder works. He 
was sent to Fort Delaware. Thomas F. Bayard, who was sup- 
posedly a member of the Knights of the Golden Circle, was 
said to be “ hatching treason ’”’ with his friends in meetings at 
Friendship Engine House. Mrs. Alfred duPont feared that the 
invaders might burn the powder mills and the homes near them; 
if the rebels appeared, she planned to drop “ bottles of wine 
into the pond lest the marauders should increase their appetite 
for destruction by drinking it.” Admiral S. F. duPont informed 
a friend that his wife had written that: 


... our mills are stopped, crops cut & laying in the fields—our gardners 
& coachmen gone—our young nephews feed their mother’s cows & water 
the horses &c. Iwo hundred men stepped out of the Powder Mills on 
the receipt of a telegraphic message & two nephews, partners in that 
great concern, went off as Captains of companies—this Regt., the 5th, it 
was understood was to be a home guard—Surely the tables have turned 
on us.?° 


Because of the threat of invasion, the Fourth of July on 
Saturday began quietly in Wilmington. Only a handful of 
people attended services at the city hall and heard the annual 
reading of the Declaration of Independence. In the evening 
arrived news that Meade had repulsed Lee at Gettysburg. The 
Journal issued an extra, jubilant crowds thronged the streets, 
and a great display of fireworks followed. Fifty guns were fired 
in honor of the Union victory.*° 
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Sunday was another day of excitement. Crowds hovered 
around the depot all day, seeking details of the battle and in- 
quiring about friends. After the bellman announced that a 
train load of wounded soldiers would pass through the station 
at eleven o’clock in the morning, five thousand citizens appeared 
there with all kinds of food. Churches were almost deserted. 
During the next few days hundreds of citizens met every train; 
as one resident wrote, ‘‘ the whole city resolves itself into a 
Volunteer Refreshment Saloon!! and send[s] food & refreshment 
to them while they stop.” The Delaware State Association for 
the Relief of Sick and Wounded Soldiers sent representatives 
to Gettysburg with medical supplies; they also compiled a list 
of Delawareans wounded and killed in battle.** 


On July 7, news arrived in Wilmington of the surrender of 
Vicksburg. Anna Ferris wrote an account of the reception of 
the news in her diary: 


About two o’clock this day, just as we were taking our afternoon naps, 
we were awakened by the clamor of the bells all over town, evidently 
sending abroad some intimation of good tidings. As the recent victories 
were quite enough reason for their joyous peal, I did not at first think 
of anything else, but looking out the window soon perceived there was 
some new excitement. The Stars & Stripes floated from every pole, 
people stopped to congratulate each other in the streets, & the sound of 
cannon soon began to fill the air, & the joyful tidings “ Vicksburg has 
surrendered ’”’ was heard on all sides. The Dispatches from Admiral 
Porter announcing its surrender on the 4th were printed & distributed. 

Tonight the League Rooms were illuminated & Rockets & Fireworks 
still flash across the sky, although it is now midnight. 

It is 18 months since the bells rang for any victories. Now we feel 
that our National Anniversary is consecrated again & sing Te Deum 
with thankful heart. 


| The Journal issued an extra; bells pealed from churches, 
engine houses, and workshops; and the firing of pistols, fire- 
crackers, and cannon welcomed the announcement. In the 
evening a brass band headed an impromptu procession through 
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the streets, and at intervals cheers were given for Grant, Meade, 
the President, and the Union. 

The Second Delaware Regiment gave an excellent account 
of itself at Gettysburg on the Union side, but some Delawareans 
fought in the Confederate ranks. Four prisoners at Fort Dela- 
ware, including a relative of Willard Saulsbury, were natives of 
the state. A former New Castle resident, while fighting for the 
Confederacy, lost a foot at Gettysburg. Two other men, the 
sons of prominent Sussex County Democrats, were also glimpsed 
upon the battlefield. Hiram Ross Messick, of Seaford, was con- 
fined in Fort McHenry after being captured at Gettysburg. 
Samuel Boyer Davis, however, the grandson of a Delaware hero 
of the War of 1812, was more enterprising. Wounded on the 
battlefield and taken to a hospital in Chester, he escaped by 
walking to New Castle, taking a train to Dover, and driving 
a carriage from there to Easton, Maryland.** 

Fort Delaware became crowded with prisoners. On March 1, 
1863, there were 1,000 prisoners; by July 1, 3,576, and by the 
end of August the total was 12,787. Harper's Magazine printed 
a picture of prisoners captured at Vicksburg filing into Fort 
Delaware. ‘The Second Delaware Battery, which was organized 
during the summer, was composed mainly of former prisoners, 
who had taken an oath of allegiance to the Union. During the 
summer a popular song was published entitled “Sounds from 
Fort Delaware.” ** 

The death of Representative William Temple in May necessi- 
tated another election. ‘The Republicans in early October nomi- 
nated Nathaniel B. Smithers, a well-known Dover lawyer, and 
the Democrats chose Charles H. Brown, an elderly politician 
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who had once been active in Pennsylvania political life. The 


_ Democrats were strangely apathetic during the campaign, per- 


haps because some of their leaders had in mind a new method of 


protesting the unfair election tactics of the Republicans. The 


Union men imported numerous speakers from other states and 
organized many meetings. The Georgetown Union advised its 
readers that-“‘ every vote cast for Brown is in the endorsement 
of treason and will gladden the heart of Jefferson Davis; every 
vote cast for Smithers is for Delaware and the Union and will 
gladden the heart of the President! ’”’ The Journal believed that 
the election of Brown would cause as much rejoicing in Rich- 
mond as a Confederate military victory. 

The “ indefatigable’? Governor made the usual arrange- 
ments to secure troops from Washington for the polling places 
and the return of some Delaware soldiers to vote. On November 
13, Major General Schenck issued army order No. 59, which 
authorized election officials to administer oaths of allegiance to 
persons suspected of disloyalty. Governor Cannon urged Dela- 
wareans to obey the order. A few days later soldiers from the 
Third and Fourth Regiments arrived to vote, and Maryland 
troops appeared to be stationed at polling places.** 

Probably the Democrats had anticipated the use of soldiers 
at the polls. A meeting of leading Democrats from New Castle 
County was held in New Castle on November 17. An appeal 
was issued to Democratic election officials and voters in the 
county to boycott the polls, with the hope that the House of 
Representatives would declare the returns null and void. Demo- 
crats in lower Delaware followed the same course. ‘The result 
was that only thirteen Democrats in the entire state cast ballots! 
Smithers’ majority was 7,299. The Delaware press wrangled for 
the next month over whether the use of troops at polling places 
was necessary. The Republican House of Representatives seated 
Smithers without question.” 
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The unhappy relations between Governor Cannon and the 
legislature continued at the next session in January, 1864. The 
chief executive’s brief message mainly renewed recommendations 
that he had made previously. He requested that the General 
Assembly appropriate $425.00 as Delaware’s share of establishing 
a national cemetery at Gettysburg, that land near Lewes be 
ceded without restrictions to the federal government, that a 
bounty be provided to encourage the enlistment of Negro and 
white soldiers, and that provision be made for soldiers’ families. 
Without exception the measures that Cannon recommended 
were rejected. Even a motion in the House to thank the Dela- 
ware soldiers in the field and express words of consolation to 
the families of deceased volunteers was defeated by a party vote 
of 14 to 7. The Journal, in a mourning column, printed the 
uncapitalized names of the members who had defeated the 
proposal.** 

The only significant measure to become law was “ An Act 
for the Relief of Persons subject to Military Duty.” It provided 
that white persons who enlisted for three years prior to March 1, 
1864, would receive a bounty of $200.00. If a white man was 
drafted and wished to avoid military service, the state would 
give him $200.00 of the $300.00 necessary for the commutation 
fee. A sum of $500,000.00 was allotted to set the plan in opera- 
tion. The Governor expressed his personal disapproval of the 
measure, and cries arose from the Republican press about the 
disloyalty of the Democratic members of the General Assembly.** 

Lincoln issued calls for troops in February, March, and July, 
1864, and Delaware lagged in meeting its quotas. Governor 
Cannon summoned a special session of the legislature in July 
to consider bounty laws, especially since Congress had abolished 
commutation. Democrats were bitterly opposed to increasing 
the amount of the bounty. Thomas F. Bayard wrote to one of 
the members of the General Assembly that he had noted Can- 
non’s proclamation asking for an appropriation “to carry on 
this great John Brown raid—sometimes called in mockery, ‘a 
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war for the Union.’” He asked the legislative member to use 
his influence to reject Cannon’s proposal “ in toto.” ‘‘ The inso- 
; lence of this so-called ‘ Governor ’—,” he wrote, “a wretch hold- 
' ing a place obtained by fraud, perjury and military force for 
which nature gave him no single qualification—nor to which 
was he ever called by the vote of our people, now presuming to 
call upon a Legislative majority of State-Rights Peace Democrats 
to vote moneys, to be expended under his direction to raise 
troops, who are first, to be used to reelect Lincoln, and then 
to spread new fury and devastation among Southern homes.” 
If Lincoln secured half the men that he requested, the entire 
nation except New England would be placed under martial law. 
“ For God’s sake,’’ he advised, “‘ let Delaware men consider that 
the negro substitutes they may furnish will be their guards at 
the polls—and their jailers in Bastilles!’”’ If the draft were 
carried through, all hopes of peace and civil liberty would 
disappear for a generation.*° 

In a message to the General Assembly on July 28, Cannon 
reported that Delaware thus far had provided 8,743 men for the 
Union armies. Under the bounty act, the state had paid 
$47,000.00 to volunteers and $182,440.00 in commutation fees. 
On July 1, the state’s deficiency was 814 men, and the call of 
July 18 increased the total of 3,259. He recommended that both 
white and black men be encouraged to enlist by liberal bounties, 
in order that the draft might be kept out of the state.* 

A joint committee reported upon the Governor’s message. 
If Cannon really wished to exempt the state from the draft, he 
would advocate ending the war by compromise and concession. 
What was the Governor’s reputation? 


No one has contributed so much as he has done to the unjust and 
cruel oppression of the people of the State. By direct appeals to Federal 
power he has caused a majority of the legal voters of this State to be 
deprived by military force of the enjoyment of their constitutional rights 
as electors, that he and those with whom he politically acts might profit 
from their injuries. He has caused some of them unjustly and unlawfully 
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to be dragged from their homes and to be incarcerated in military 
prisons, and to experience sufferings greater than those generally meeted 
[sic] out to convicted felons.—He has caused fathers and mothers, wives 
and children, relatives and friends, to shed tears of bitterness on account 
of the wrongs inflicted though his agency, from no nobler motive than 
that he and others, against the will of the people, might obtain and be 
continued in political power in this State. 


His message demonstrated “‘ that his principal, if not sole object, 
in convening the General Assembly was, that he might have an 
opportunity to recommend the passage of an act by them pro- 
viding the ways and means to enable him to recruit negro 
soldiers [in seceding states].”” The latter were a class “ little 
elevated above savage tribes’ and completely unfitted in every 
way to become soldiers. Before adjournment on August 12, 
the General Assembly passed an act, which provided for $200.00 
bounties for white volunteers who enlisted before September 5, 
1864. A white person who secured a white substitute was allotted 
$500.00. It was known that if Delaware’s quota was not filled 
by September 5, another draft would be necessary. 

Union men, especially in New Castle County, were deter- 
mined that the quota would be met. The Wilmington city 
council appropriated $15,000.00 for bounties to be divided 
among the wards, and private citizens raised special funds. 
Substitute brokers offered $800.00 for a three-year service, and 
a Wilmington business man paid $750.00 for a substitute. Wil- 
mington by its exertions avoided the draft, but in rural New 
Castle County and elsewhere deficiencies made necessary another 
spin of the lottery wheel in the city hall in late September.* 

An adjourned session of the legislature in late October passed 
two laws concerning elections. One act encouraged citizens who 
were prevented from voting by action of Delawareans to bring 
civil suit for trespass. Another provided that if troops appeared 
at a polling place, five or more voters might withdraw, elect an 
inspector, and legally cast their ballots at any place in the 
hundred. A joint resolution protested against military inter- 
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ference at the elections of 1862 and 1863 and expressed the 
hope that elections in the state in the future would be free from 
military intervention.‘ 

Saulsbury continued his fight against the tyranny of the 
Lincoln administration throughout 1864, but Bayard resigned 
his office. New regulations required that all senators take an 
oath of allegiance. Bayard took the oath, but resigned in protest 
at the unconstitutional requirement. In a farewell speech he 
reviewed some of the events that he had seen happen in Delaware 
in the past few years: 


I have lived to see the elective franchise trodden under foot in my 
native State by the iron heel of the soldier, and “ Order No. 55[59],” 
not the people of Delaware, represented in one Hall of Congress. I have 
lived to see her citizens torn from their homes, and separated from their 
families on the warrant of [a]self-styled detective, without any charge 
expressed on its face, and without any known accuser; and then, without 
hearing or trial, these citizens banished from their State, beyond the 
protection of the laws, into a State in which the laws of the United 
States are now neither enforced nor enforceable. Yet in the State of 
Delaware the Courts have always been open, and at no period has there 
existed the semblance of a conspiracy or combination to resist the 
authority of the United States. 


Standing almost alone in the Senate, he had lost hope that he 
could any longer be of service to his country or state, and he 
welcomed retirement to private life. The General Assembly 
accepted his resignation and elected to the Senate George Riddle, 
a New Castle County manufacturer.* 

The approach of General Jubal A. Early’s Confederate forces 
towards Washington in July, 1864, alarmed Delawareans. At 
five o’clock on Sunday morning, July 10, word was received in 
Wilmington that General Lew Wallace’s forces were retreating 
towards Baltimore and that the safety of Delaware was imperiled. 
At an emergency meeting steps were taken to enlist 500 men 
for thirty days. Secretary of State Samuel M. Harrington and 
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Colonel Edwin Wilmer toured the lower part of the state ina 
special train and returned in the evening with 300 men.* 

At bedtime Anna Ferris recorded the events of the tumultous 
Sunday in her diary: 


The Churches adjourned their services that the congregations might 
attend a town meeting, & the sounds of drum & fife calling the citizens 
to arms have been heard instead of the “church going bells.” Great 
excitement is felt, but not so much alarm as on former occasions of the 
same kind, for our immediate safety. But hundreds of citizens throng 
the recruiting offices to offer their services for the crisis. It is now bedtime 
& the sound of the drum & of marching feet announce the arrival of 
recruits from the lower part of the State by cars.*7 


On Monday reports circulated that Baltimore and Washing- 
ton were in the hands of rebels and that raiders were near the 
gunpowder works. On Tuesday rebel cavalry captured two 
morning trains on their way to Wilmington from Baltimore. 
Governor Cannon issued a special appeal for cavalry, and Secre- 
tary Harrington urged citizens to fill up the Seventh Regiment 
or to join the Eighth Regiment, composed of men who were too 
old for regular army duty. Resolutions were passed at a public 
meeting to close all places of business until the regiments were 
filled and to label those who refused to enlist “ copperheads.” 
On Wednesday it was reported that rebel forces might appear 
at any time upon the outskirts of Wilmington. ‘The mayor of 
the city asked all citizens to suspend their ordinary activities 
and to organize to defend their homes. In the evening word 
arrived that rebel forces were retreating from Washington, and 


as Anna Ferris noted in her diary on Thursday, “ the ‘ great 
Scare=*is ver. 
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Some Delawareans continued to show sympathy for the South- 
ern cause. ‘he “ Book of Arrests” kept by the Provost Marshal 
_ revealed that sixty-three persons were arrested for disaffection 

of one kind or another between January 1, and August 12, 1864. 
Newspapers give other evidence of disloyalty. Three men from 
Sussex County were arrested on a boat in Chesapeake Bay and 
accused of spying; all were members of the First Maryland Rebel 
Cavalry. Four men from Seaford were imprisoned in Baltimore 
on charges of blockade running. A doctor in Delaware City 
was confined for aiding prisoners to escape from nearby Fort 
Delaware with gifts of money and clothing.* 

An interesting case involving recruiting for the Confederacy 
was tried in the United States District Court in 1864. Edwin 
Martin and William duLaney of Seaford were accused of aiding 
Hiram Ross Messick to join the Confederate army in October, 
1862. Messick had been captured at Gettysburg and had finally 
been persuaded to reveal the names of those persons who had 
induced him to enlist; in return he was to be released from 
Fort Delaware. According to his story, Martin and DuLaney 
had arranged for a small boat to pick up eleven men along the 
shores of the Nanticoke River. Four of this group had been 
put ashore at Pontico, Maryland, and the remainder had been 
landed in Virginia. In response to questions, Messick said that 
at the beginning of the war he had favored the Confederacy, 
but that his experiences in the South had turned him into a 
Union man. DuLaney was freed, but Martin was fined $1,000.00 
and sentenced to pay the cost of the prosecution and to free his 
slaves. It is surprising that the verdict was not more harsh and 
that other Delawareans involved were not tried also.” 

As the Union armies advanced deeper into the South, the 
number of prisoners at Fort Delaware grew steadily. By the 
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end of February, 8,000 persons were confined, and by the end 
of May, the total had swelled to 10,500. Southern sympathizers, 
such as Thomas F. Bayard, sent gifts of food, clothing, and 
money to the prisoners, while Union men felt that they were 
much better treated than Northerners in Libby Prison in 
Richmond.” 

The commander at Fort Delaware issued an appeal for food 
and clothing for his charges. Twenty-five young Democrats of 
New Castle arranged a picnic at nearby McCrone’s Woods for 
the benefit of the prisoners in late July, supposedly with per- 
mission from the proper authorities. The affair had hardly 
begun, when Provost-Marshal Edwin Wilmer appeared with 
cavalry, took the names of all male participants, and ordered 
them to report to his office in Wilmington the next morning. 
They were temporarily confined in the guardhouse, with the 
addition of a spectator, who explained that the reason for the 
arrests was ‘‘ because Abe Lincoln is President,’ and then all 
were sent off to Fort McHenry.” 

The young “ copperheads ”’ considered the affair a lark, and 
they thoroughly enjoyed themselves during their confinement 
near Baltimore, as one prisoner revealed in a letter to his sweet- 
heart. They were incarcerated in a large barracks and spent 
their time in smoking, writing, reading, eating, and playing 
cards. Some of the prisoners pulled each other out of bed in 
the middle of the night and sang and danced to the annoyance 
of older men, who responded with a volley of shoes and oaths.® 

At the request of Senator George Riddle, the Secretary of 
War ordered their release. Upon their arrival in the Wilmington 
depot, cheers welcomed the “ martyrs,” several prisoners de- 
livered brief remarks, and a brass band led an informal parade 
through the streets. “ Loyal Men” attended a meeting, which 
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condemned the speedy release of the prisoners, but the latter 
remained free.* 

Delawareans were greatly interested in the Great Central 
Fair in Philadelphia, organized for the benefit of the United 
State Sanitary Commission. Months before the opening, com- 
mittees were collecting materials and holding benefits. Anna 
Ferris noted in April that: 

. everybody is at work to do what they can for the cause. Human 
ingenuity is taxed to produce what results it can with the needle, & in 
the knitting line & in the higher line of art equal efforts are made. 
Collections of trophies, curiosities, antiquities, relics, works of art, auto- 
graphs, etc. are gathered. Concerts, charades, tableux, readings, private 
theatricals are given & everybody is baptized to one purpose & spirit & 
all are working together for one end.*5 


In the Delaware section, flags, military trophies, fancy work, 
historical and art objects were displayed, and visitors could pur- 
chase certain items or view the interior of ‘‘ Uncle Tom’s cabin ” 
for a small fee. Badges were distributed with the motto, “ The 
Blue Hen will Protect Her Chickens,” and a Philadelphia artist 
drew a picture of a rooster and chicks attacking a copperhead, 
which was lithographed and sold in large quantities. A Wilming- 
ton manufacturer won with a $10.00 chance an elaborate 
$1,000.00 dollhouse, which is now displayed in the museum of 
the Historical Society of Delaware. When Lincoln visited the 
exhibit in July, he was presented with a silver pitcher valued 
at $750.00, which had been purchased by dollar contributions 
from Delawareans. These endeavors raised $33,745.00 for the 
Union cause.** 

Republican politicians in the state were not enthusiastic 
about the nomination of Lincoln for a second term, but there 
was little alternative, and the Delaware delegation to the Balti- 
more convention voted for Lincoln and Johnson. Delaware 
Democrats hoped to see a peace platform and a peace candidate 
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at their Chicago convention. A Democratic leader in Sussex 
County wrote Thomas F. Bayard that “ the masses of the people 
of this County are opposed to the prosecution of this war ” and 
that a peace candidate, a peace platform, and “ an untrammeled 
election ” would ensure the largest majority ever given in Sussex 
County for the Democrats. After some hesitation, county con- 
ventions nominated delegates to the national convention. In 
spite of the support of Horatio Seymour by the Delawareans, 
McClellan and Pendleton were nominated.” 

Both the Democratic Gazette and Delawarean pretended to 
be pleased by the selection. The-Saulsbury organ claimed that 
the nomination made certain the return of peace and the restora- 
tion of the Union, as the voter was given the choice “ between 
Abraham Lincoln, the ignorant, obscene joker, the tyrant, 
usurper, and despot, as the candidate of the Abolitionists on the 
one side, and George McClellan, the patriot soldier, Christian 
gentleman and able defender of individual and state’s rights.” 
Republican Anna Ferris feared that McClellan’s name might be 
“a spell to conjure with.” °° 

The correspondence of Thomas F. Bayard indicates that 
Democratic politicians were distressed at the nomination of 
McClellan and at his interpretation of the “ peace plank”’ in 
the platform. A New Castle County politician, for example, 
declared that he would not vote for anyone who had taken part 
in the war or who had supported coercion. He expected to 
support the state and county ticket but would not use his 
influence for or against McClellan. In view of the general dis- 
satisfaction with McClellan’s nomination, James A. Bayard wrote 
his son on October 12, “I think the jig is up & Lincoln certain 
of reelection.” *° 

Republicans were at first unsure that Lincoln would be 
re-elected, but military victories in the fall made certain his 
victory. On September 12, Governor Cannon penned an inter- 
esting reply to the questions of three New York politicians about 
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Lincoln’s chances, and his letter revealed that Union men in the 
state were less than enthusiastic about Lincoln: 


1. Is the reelection of Mr. Lincoln a probability? 
It now is. 

2. Can this State (Delaware) be carried for Mr. Lincoln? 
It can be, and I think, will be. f 

3. Do the interests of the Union Party, and so of the Country require 
the substitution of another candidate in the place of Mr. Lincoln? 
They do not now. 

One month ago, Mr. Lincoln’s reelection would have been an 
improbability—perhaps, an impossibility. One month ago, the 
success of the Union Party required the substitution of another 
candidate. Even now, the true interests of the Country would 
be better served by an abler and more vigorous administration, 
guided by the counsels of wiser and better men. 

But the dissatisfaction and the despondency that existed all 
over the Country have been changed into acquiescence and hope by 
the recent brilliant victories that Providence has vouchsafed to 
our arms. The utmost harmony now prevails in the Union ranks, 
and the settled determination seems to be to accept Mr. Lincoln 
with all his faults, real or supposed. 


Cannon, believing that the Republicans would win because of 
division within the Democratic party, expected to work hard in 
Delaware and to contribute to Union victory.* 

Not much campaigning was done in Delaware until the state 
conventions met. A Union convention in Dover in late Septem- 
ber expressed mild approval of the nomination of Lincoln and 
Johnson, criticized the unpatriotic record of the Democratic 
legislature, and chose Nathaniel B. Smithers as Congressional 
nominee. The Democratic convention, held in Dover in early 
October, congratulated the Democratic majority in the General 
Assembly upon a fine record, advocated immediate suspension 
of hostilities and exhaustion of every peaceful means to end the 
war, and contended that the election of McClellan would bring 
peace. John A. Nicholson, of Dover, was nominated for Con- 


gress.°* 
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While the Republicans were encouraged in September by 
a victory in the Wilmington municipal election, which was in- 
terpreted to mean that the city would have a majority of 1,000 
for Lincoln in November, the Democrats were cheered in Octo- 
ber by the election of every inspector and assessor in all three 
counties at the “little election.’”” Admiral S. F. duPont com- 
mented upon these trends in a letter in October: 


I presume the Delaware ‘little Election’ means that the Democrats 
will swamp the State on any general ticket—Electoral or Representative. 
I think the Republicans were caught napping, too, but I believe will 
carry this County, where they have had five or six hundred majority 
always, but Smithers & the Legislature, & the Electoral ticket are gone, 
I think. 


Later in the month, DuPont observed, “I notice everywhere 
that Lincoln has been swallowed as a choice of evils, not a word 
of respect for him personally falls from any man’s lips.” © 

The largest Republican gathering of the campaign was an 
afternoon rally in Middletown followed by a parade and meeting 
in Wilmington in the evening. Three thousand people attended 
the Middletown meeting, and thousands in the evening wit- 
nessed the lengthy torchlight procession and later heard speakers 
from Pennsylvania. Five thousand Democrats assembled for an 
ox roast in Dover in October, saw a parade two and a half miles 
long, and heard attacks upon the Lincoln administration. From 
this gathering, the editor of the Gazette reported that “‘ everyone 
retired fully convinced that Delaware was sure for McClellan, 
Pendleton, Nicholson, and PEACE.” The Gazette considered 
the Democratic parade in Wilmington on the eve of the election 
to exceed anything ever seen in the state. The 2,000 torches, 
the 5,000 persons in the parade, and the floats made it “ the 
Greatest and Grandest Pageant Ever Witnessed in Delaware.” 
‘Transparencies proclaimed, “The Union is the one condition 
of peace, we ask no more! McClellan.,” ‘‘ No more drafts, no 
more taxes, no negro equality!,” and “ The White Man’s Ticket: 
McClellan, Pendleton, and Nicholson.” ® 


62 Journal, Sept. 9, 1864; S. F. duPont to H. W. Davis, Oct. 8, 23, 1864, S. F. duPont 
Papers. 


63 Journal, Oct. 28, 1864; Delawarean, Oct. 29, 1864; Gazette, Nov. 4, 1864. 
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No new issues appeared during the campaign. Democrats 
in Delaware publicly interpreted the platform and statements of 
McClellan as endorsing an immediate peace and restoration of 
the Union, though privately they had doubts. The old charges 
of heavy taxation, Negro equality, infringement of civil liberty, 
and military interference in elections were aired. Republicans 
made the usual accusations that all Democrats were secessionists 
and pointed to the record of Democratic legislators to prove the 
Statement. Peace could only be successfully obtained by military 
victory, not by negotiations. 

Governor Cannon visited Washington about ten days before 
the election. When he did not find Secretary of War Stanton in 
his office on October 27, he left the following note: 


DEar Sir: 
I would respectfully make application for a military force sufficient 
to guard our polls, to keep the peace and prevent riot and bloodshed. 
CANNON 


From his hotel he forwarded another message to Stanton, re- 
questing that the men in the First, Third, and Fourth Delaware 
Infantry be granted a short furlough at the time of the election, 
for “ we cannot carry the state without them.” On October 28, 
he informed Major-General Lew Wallace that at the election 
“a fair and free expression of the popular will may be prevented. 
In my judgment, every necessary precaution should be taken 
to overawe and prevent any lawless demonstration, and to secure 
the exercise of the right of suffrage to all who may be qualified 
to vote’; therefore, he requested that troops be stationed at all 
polling places. 

Two days before the election, soldiers from the First, Third, 
and Fourth Regiments arrived in Wilmington and, after being 
feted in city hall, scattered to their homes to vote. On November 
7, soldiers from a New York regiment were stationed at polling 


places.*° 


64 William Cannon to E. Stanton, Sec. of War, Oct. 27, 1864 (2 letters) , Stanton 
Papers (LC); William Cannon to Maj.-Gen. Lew Wallace, Oct. 28, 1864, War of 
the Rebellion . . . Armies, Series I, XLIII, Part Il (Washington, 1899), p. 485. 

85 Journal, Nov. 8, 1864. 


104 DELAWARE HISTORY 


Anna Ferris found the suspense almost unbearable and wrote 
in her diary on November 7: | 


As the day of the election draws near, the anxiety & excitement 
become more intense & pervade all classes. It is impossible to pass anyone 
in the street and catch a word that is spoken, without finding that the 
one subject is agitated by all. Even the children are all partisans & 
echo the party war cry as soon as they are out of school. The question 
is so vital, so absorbing, so fraught with the issue of life, no one can 
stand aside. Even father who never voted before intends to vote tomorrow 
for Lincoln. To us the conflict is light & darkness, good & evil.* 


A New Castle County farmer wrote in his diary on November 
8, “ This is election day, and I feel that the fate of our nation 
depends on it, if Mr. Lincoln is reelected all will go well and 
I believe this cursed Rebellion will soon be brought to a close.” 
Contrary to expectations, the election passed off peaceably, and 
Anna Ferris observed that “it has been the most quiet election 
day that we have had for years.’’ A soldier voter at Felton, in 
Kent County, found that “ their was no fus their all day. the 
Blew Jackets was their to tend to the Election. So it all past 
of Quiat.” The peace and quiet were in contrast to proceedings 
at elections in 1862 and 1863. Democrats avoided irritating the 
soldiers, and soldiers permitted Democrats to vote without undue 
interference.” 

The voting followed the customary pattern. Republicans 
won in New Castle County by large majorities, but in Kent and 
Sussex counties the Democratic leads were so tremendous that 
McClellan and Nicholson carried the state. Delaware was one 
of the three states in the nation that voted for McClellan. New 
Castle County returned Republicans to the General Assembly, 
but the lower counties elected Democrats. 


66 Anna Ferris, Diary, Nov. 7, 1864. 
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DELAWARE ELECTION, 1864 


Presidential Electors Congressmen 
Republican Democrat Smithers Nicholson 
New Castle 4,272 3,811 4,280 3,815 
Kent 2,228 2,402 1,684 2,398 
Sussex 1,652 2,398 2,289 2,549 


Total 8,152 8,611 8,253 8,762 
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Republicans rejoiced at the triumph of Lincoln, but re- 
gretted that Delaware was not among his supporters. A Wil- 
mington banker declared that “ all our Exultations for the great 
result elsewhere cannot quite overcome our Sorrow and Shame 
for our State, which is thus chained to Slavery & to its disgraceful 
representation in Congress for another term—the lower counties 
are hopelessly benighted.”” Anna Ferris was distressed to find 
Delaware in the Democratic column. ‘“ She [Delaware] is chained 
to Slavery & Democracy for a new term,” she complained. “ In 
the midst of the general joy & triumph we feel grieved & humili- 
ated, but not disappointed. It was too much to hope that our 
benighted lower counties should be so suddenly enlightened.” ® 

The Republican attributed McClellan’s victory in the state 
to rebel sympathies, ignorance, and bribery. It declared that 
about 2,000 men in Kent and Sussex counties had been bribed 
to vote for McClellan. ‘The Journal, which was also Republican 
in politics, believed that 400 fraudulent Democratic ballots had 
been cast in the election in Wilmington alone and that thousands 
of dollars had been spent by Democrats in buying votes in lower 
Delaware. The Democratic Delawarean thought that the results 
were a protest by thousands of conservative men against presi- 
dential tyranny and against assaults in the state upon civil liberty. 
It accused the Republicans of fraud in the Wilmington returns. 
Smithers’ biographer believed that his defeat was due to the 
‘“‘ combined influence of the opposing party, negro equality, and 
the draft.” In spite of these charges and countercharges, the 
election of 1864 in the state was conducted as fairly as any during 
the Civil War, and the returns clearly indicated that Dela- 
wareans, in spite of military interference and the return of 
Delaware Regiments, preferred Democratic candidates.” 

Union men could look back over the year of 1864 with 
satisfaction. Atlanta had fallen, Lincoln had been triumphantly 
re-elected, and Savannah had been presented to the President 


69 William Canby to Sister, Nov. 14, 1864, Ferris Papers (Friends’ Historical 
Society) ; Anna Ferris, Diary, Nov. 14, 1864. 

70 Republican, Nov. 17, 1864; Journal, Nov. 11, 1864; Delawarean, Nov. 19, 1864; 
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as a Christmas gift. As the hearts of Union men were gladdened, 
sympathizers with the Confederacy became depressed. From 
London, England, former Governor William Ross wrote to a 
friend at the end of the year that the United States was 
“doomed.” The events of April and May, 1861, had demon- 
strated that the people had gone “ stark mad,” and he did not 
believe that recovery would occur until they were “ irretrievably 
ruined.” The advance of northern forces into the South de- 
pressed him. “It [victory] is certainly lost unless they play their 
last trump card which I do not believe they will do,” he wrote. 
‘‘T mean arm their slaves under a promise of freedom. Without 
that they will be conquered, then will begin a change in our 
form of government that no one will mistake. The North will 
say that necessity compells them to treat the South as conquered 
provinces. That to invite the South back to terms of equality 
would be to invite them to secede again. That they can be 
held and governed in but one way, and that is by force.’’ The 
war had almost ruined him, as he had invested $62,000.00 in 
border-state bonds, which were now completely worthless. In 
his exile he had written few letters except to his wife, for he 
feared to compromise his friends. “‘ Not that I am guilty of 
any act against the government of the U.S.,’”’ he added, “ but 
I am considered to entertain opinions which are pronounced 
by some people as disloyal. For that reason I remain out of the 
country, hoping that the American people may some day return 
to their reason when I may return in safety to spend the re- 
mainder of my days in a country ruined by the madness and 
fanaticism of its own people.” ™ 

From the Union point of view, definite progress had been 
made towards ending the war in 1863 and 1864. Southern 
sympathizers were consequently dejected. Politically, Delaware 
remained in the Democratic column, and the use of troops at 
the polls only confirmed the people’s choice of parties. Certainly, 
the end of the struggle could not be far off. 


[TO BE CONCLUDED] 
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News Notes and Book Reports 


hig president of our Society, Dr. John W. Christie, was honored by 
the dedication to him of a stained-glass window in the Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, of Wilmington, where he was minister from 1931 
until his retirement at the end of 1956. The ceremony took place on 
Sunday, February 9, 1958, at which time another window was dedicated 
in the same church to a former minister, Dr. Charles L. Candee, who is 
also a member of the Historical Society. 
Dr. Christie was re-elected in March, 1958, as president of the Pres- 
byterian Historical Society. 


Miss Ruthanna Hindes, librarian, who had been with the Society 
since 1945, resigned during the summer of 1957 to join the library staff 
of the Longwood Foundation. The vacancy thus created has been filled 
by the appointment of Mrs. W. Francis (Alice Jaquette) Lindell, of 
Newark. Mrs. Lindell received her A.B. and A.M. degrees from the 
University of Delaware, majoring in history, with her master’s thesis a 
study of Quakers in Delaware. Her husband is a professor in the School 
of Engineering at the University of Delaware. 


This spring the Society lost another long-time member of its staff 
with the resignation of Mrs. George G. Windell, who has also gone with 
the Longwood Foundation. Mrs. Windell came to the Society in 1949 
as assistant librarian, later becoming assistant editor, in which capacity 
she has borne the brunt of the editorial labor of this magazine. Her 
successor has not been named. 


Miss Harriet Thorpe Baily, recently retired as professor and chairman 
of the Department of Fine Arts at the University, has been named as 
curator on a part-time basis in the museum of the Historical Society. 


The antique furniture, dishes, and other objects on loan to the 
Society from Mr. John Kenneth Danby, of Wilmington, at the time of 
his death, March 13, 1956, were presented in December, 1957, to the 
Society by Mr. Henry Gregg Danby in memory of his deceased brother. 
John Kenneth Danby had been a director of the Society and a member 
of its museum committee. Through his earlier gifts and loans, he made 
it possible to show many rare and valuable objects. Many important 
Delaware pieces, some of them signed, make up a part of the most recent 
gift. All of the objects add greatly to the variety and richness of the 
museum’s holdings. 


107 


108 DELAWARE HISTORY 


What is perhaps the Society’s oldest piece of American furniture was 
a recent gift from an anonymous donor. It is a looking glass, late- 
seventeenth or early eighteenth century, with an American walnut 
bolection molded frame and American white oak back panel, on which 
the name “D Alrichs”’ is inscribed. 
—MaARION BJORNSON REED 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF DELAWARE INTEREST 


By Marie WINDELL 


Andersson, Ingvar, A History of Sweden. Translated from the Swedish 
by Carolyn Hannay (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1956; xxvi, 
461 pp.) The central interest is the great age of Swedish expansion, 
the period of Gustavus Adolphus, Queen Christina, and Charles XII, 
and of the Swedish colony on the Delaware. 

Archaeological Society of Delaware, Inksherds, Newsletter of the Archaeo- 
logical Society of Delaware, Vol. Il, No. 5 (June, 1957); Vol. Ill, 
No. 1 (Sept., 1957). Notes of meetings; résumés of lectures. 

Baurmeister, Carl Leopold, Revolution in America: Confidential Letters 
and Journals, 1776-1784, of Adjutant General Major Baurmeister of 
the Hessian Forces. Translated and annotated by Bernhard A. 
Uhlendorf (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1957; xiv, 
640 pp.). Baurmeister, a professional soldier, wrote the 94 letters 
to his superior, a minister of state of Hesse-Cassel. After the Hessian 
troops had landed in August, 1776, with Howe’s forces at the Elk, 
the march began toward Iron Hill and ultimately, Philadelphia. 
“In spite of the strictest orders, marauding could not at first be 
entirely prevented . . . one . . . was hanged, and six others... 
flogged.” On Iron [Grey’s] Hill General Howe’s troops encountered 
about six hundred rebels, whom they scattered . . . an advanced post 
of .. . 560 volunteers commanded by Brigadier General Maxwell, 
was occupying the ford across the little Gosch [Cooch] River below 
Tron Hill... Everyone is warned against setting fire to . . . buildings 
along the line of march. . . .” “ We [have] learned that the rebels, 
after much discussion . . . have changed their position on the hills 
beyond Brandywine Creek . . . that four deputies from Congress 
have approved this position and charged General Washington to 
defend it to the utmost . . . They have even ordered . . . the clergy 
to exhort the men to believe that the British army . . . is made up 
of nothing but discontented stragglers.” The letters of the major 
pertaining to the Philadelphia campaign were printed in the Penn- 
sylvania Magazine of History and Biography (1935-36). 

Bell, C. Avery, “ Old Barley Mill,” Journal Every Evening (Wilmington, 
Del.) , Nov. 6, 1957, p. 25. Illustrated by an etching by Robert Shaw. 
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Binder, Frederick M., “ Anthracite Enters the American Home,” Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine of History and Biography (LXXXII, 82-99). First 
successful venture of the Pennsylvania anthracite coal trade was the 
result of Jesse Fell’s iron grate. However, as early as 1800 Oliver 
Evans, of Delaware, had succeeded in burning anthracite in an 
open grate with an artificial draft. 

Bjerkoe, Ethel Hall, assisted by John Arthur Bjerkoe, The Cabinet- 
makers of America (Garden City, N. Y.: Doubleday and Co., 1957; 
xx, 252 pp.). Several Delaware cabinetmakers are listed by name, 
place, and period of activity. 

Bornemann, Alfred, “ Captain Alden Partridge and Political Economy,” 
Vermont History (XXV, 142-47). Acting superintendent of West 
Point in 1817, he founded a military academy in 1819, the forerunner 
of Norwich (Vermont) University, and became superintendent of 
a military school in Brandywine Springs in 1853. 

Boyd, Edward, “ America’s Treasure Towns: New Castle, Delaware,” 
Woman’s Day (August, 1957), pp. 38-41, 87. Illustrations. 

Brown, F. Martin, “Two Early Entomological Collectors in Colorado,” 
Entomological News (LXVIII, 41-47). William S. Wood, Jr., col- 
lected specimens along the Platte River in 1857, probably in Colorado 
in 1859, and from 1859 to 1878 was a taxidermist in Wilmington, 
Delaware. 

Bye, Arthur Edwin, History of the Bye Family and Some Allied Families 
(Holicong, Pa.: Bye Family History Publication Fund, 1956; xiv, 
450 pp.). Allied families include Paxson, Pearson, and Canby, 
among others. 

Clark, William Bell, “The John Ashmead Story, 1738-1818,” Pennsyl- 
vania Magazine of History and Biography (LXXXII, 3-54). This 
Philadelphia mariner performed 100 voyages, a record perhaps never 
equaled in the era of sailing ships. Despite a British embargo, in 
March, 1758, he made his first voyage in the “ New York,” a vessel 
owned by Benjamin Mifflin and bound for St. Croix, which narrowly 
escaped capture and returned to Wilmington, Del., for safety. 

Connecticut Historical Society, John Cotton Papers, Vol. V, 1815-1816 
(Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society, Vol. XXIX 
[Hartford: the Society, 1957; 277 pp.]). By special arrangement in 
1815, Connecticut and Delaware exchanged the statutes of their 
respective states. 

Culver, D. Jay, “The Camera Opens Its Eye on America,” American 
Heritage (VIII, 49-64). An 1852 photograph of Lewis Cass, who had 
left Wilmington as a boy of seventeen for the West. 

Daughters of the American Revolution, Delaware Chapter, “ Delaware 
Bible Records,” Vol. VII (1956; 218, 32 pp.). Typescript. The 
latest volume in this useful series reproduces records from almost 
500 Delaware families. 
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Davidson, Robert L. D., War Comes to Quaker Pennsylvania, 1682-1756 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1957; 252 pp.) - Quaker 
pacifism was one of the factors encouraging the demand for the 
separation of the Three Lower Counties, now Delaware, from the 
colony of Pennsylvania. 

Davis, David Brion, “The Movement to Abolish Capital Punishment in 
America, 1787-1861,” American Historical Review (LXIII, 23-46) . 
Penn’s law had abolished capital punishment for all crimes except 
murder, but in 1718 Pennsylvania had been forced to accept the 
English code and in 1719 Delaware did likewise. 

[Delaware Day Commission], Untitled brochure celebrating December 7, 
Delaware Day. (Illustrated, 12 pp.). 

[Devine, Donn], The Delaware National Guard in Its Fourth Century 
of Service to State and Country (Wilmington: State of Delaware, 
The Adjutant General’s Office, 1957; 24 pp.). This condensed his- 
tory traces a development in local volunteer organizations from the 
calling of the Swedish militia in August, 1655, to repel the Dutch 
at Fort Christina, through a service in peace and war from colony 
to Korea. 

[Dickinson, John]. News Letter from the Friends of the John Dickinson 
Mansion, Inc. (I [# 3], 4 pp.). Edited by Joseph P. Monigle. There 
are included an account of the clockmaker, Duncan Beard, whose 
tall case clock stands in the mansion, a drawing of Dickinson’s house 
in Wilmington, and résumés from Delaware History of recent pub- 
lications concerning Dickinson. The mansion has been honored by 
a citation from the American Association for State and Local History. 

Dunn, Albert H. and William C. Beyer, “ Delaware’s Post-War Financial 
History, 1946-1956” (Newark, Del.: University of Delaware, 1957; 
unpaged). Offset. 

Dupuy, R. Earnest, “‘ Mutiny at West Point,’ American Heritage (VIII, 
23-27). The cadets revolted against the acting superintendent of the 
academy, Capt. Alden Partridge, who later became superintendent 
of a military school at Brandywine Springs. 

Early Americana, A Loan Exhibition of Original Manuscripts of the 
Period, 1630-1800, from the Justin G. Turner Collection to Com- 
memorate the 170th Anniversary of the Signing of the United States 
Constitution, Sept. 17, 1787 (Los Angeles, Calif.: Calif. State 
Museum of Science and Industry [1957; 12 pp.]). Catalog of manu- 
scripts includes a document signed by George Read, of the Delaware 
Legislative Council, Jan. 29, 1777, and a letter from Caesar Rodney, 
June 23, 1776, addressed to George Read. This may be the letter 
noted but not found by Ryden (p. 92, n 3.). 

Eaton, Dorothy S. and Vincent L., “The Dye is Cast... ,” Library of 
Congress Quarterly Journal of Current Acquisitions (XIV, 181-85). 
The attitude in Delaware toward independence in May, 1776, was 


NEWS NOTES AND BOOK REPORTS 111 


J “not quite so ripe.” Some of the differing attitudes among the 
y delegates are described in a letter by Thomas Stone, of Maryland, 
May 20, 1776. 
_.- Eckman, Jeannette, Crane Hook on the Delaware, 1667-1699; An Early 
Swedish Lutheran Church and Community with the Historical Back- 
ground of the Delaware River Valley (Published for the Delaware 
Swedish Colonial Society by the Institute of Delaware History and 
Culture, University of Delaware Press, Newark, Del., 1958; xvi, 148 
pp.). This useful work is illustrated by drawings by Walter Stewart 
and by photostats of maps and manuscripts. On the basis of a study 
of tax lists and maps, there is a careful attempt to identify the earliest 
settlers and to estimate the size of the settlement. In addition to 
an evaluation of hitherto available pertinent material, there are 
included some unpublished data and newly translated versions of 
manuscripts. —The new information casts light on the relations of 
the Swedes both with the Indians and with the Quakers and on 
Crane Hook Church itself. One chapter consists of a biography of 
Charles Springer, “the obstacle to the Quakers” and a supporter 
of the Swedish church and community. Appended to the study 
proper is an account of the claims of certain of the Springer heirs 
p? to church lands, for which Springer had acted as trustee, not owner. 
' Eleutherian Mills-Hagley Foundation, The Hagley Museum, A Story of 
Early Industry on the Brandywine (Privately printed, 1957; 50 pp.). 
Handsomely illustrated, the guide and handbook offers a concise 
description of the area and purposes of the Museum. 

Ferm, Vergilius, Pictorial History of Protestantism, A Panoramic View 
of Western Europe and the United States (New York: Philosophical 
Library, 1957; xi, 368 pp.) . Illustrated by photographs of the frontis- 
piece and title page of the Campanius translation of Luther’s small 
catechism for the Indians and of Old Swedes Church, Wilmington. 

Forester, C. S., The Age of Fighting Sail: The Story of the Naval War 
of 1812 (Mainstream of America Series, No. 6. Garden City, N. Y.: 
Doubleday and Co., 1956; 284 pp.). Naval heroes of the war include 
the Delawareans, Jacob Jones and Thomas Macdonough. 

Gifford, George E., Jr., “Daniel Defoe and Maryland,” Maryland His- 
torical Magazine (LII, 307-16). The first written account of Defoe’s 
niece, Elizabeth Maxwell, a Maryland redemptioner, is in a letter 
of 1874, written by a descendant, James Trimble, to the Historical 
Society of Delaware. The letter accompanied a chair, now in the 
museum of the Society, which was supposed by the family to have 
been sent by Defoe to his niece in Maryland. The author neatly 
summarizes all the previous research and publication and points 
out that Defoe was out of contact with his niece in 1722 when he 
wrote Moll Flanders; however, his tobacco factor in Maryland, 
Samuel Sandford, when Defoe was active in shipping in the 1680s 
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and 1690s, may have been his source of information on colonial 
details. 

Grant, Dorothy Fremont, Adventurous Lady: Margaret Brent of Mary- 
land (New York: P. J. Kenedy and Sons, 1957; 191 pp) +a 4 he 
feminist and colonial lawyer was the sister of the acting governor 
of Maryland, Giles Brent, an ancestor of a Delaware family. The 
historical novel, describing her life in England and the colony, is 
directed toward an adolescent audience. 

Gummere, Richard M., “ John Dickinson, the Classical Penman of the 
Revolution,” Classical Journal (LI, 81-88) . 

Hancock, Harold B., “‘ Civil War Comes to Delaware,’ Civil War History 

(II [# 4], 29-46) . 

and Norman B. Wilkinson, “‘ The Gilpins and Their Endless Paper- 

making Machine,” Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography 

(LXXXI, 391-405) . The Gilpins, familiar with the developments 

in the mechanization of the paper industry in Europe, were trying 

to obtain in 1815 and 1816 models and drawings of English machines. 

Thomas Gilpin’s invention of 1816 closely resembled that of John 

Dickinson, of England, a cylinder patented in 1809, and the manager 

of the Gilpin mill, Lawrence Greatrake, had once been a fellow 

apprentice with Dickinson. Specifications of Gilpin’s machine and a 

drawing were attached to a deposition which he filed in a lawsuit 

of 1833. The court papers also reveal the eagerness of other Ameri- 
can paper manufacturers, who, in turn, wanted to copy Gilpin’s 


machine. 
Hudson, Roy D., Hudson Genealogy, 1634-1957, Including All Known 
Descendants of Ananias and Magdalen Willey Hudson ... (Bay 


Village, O.: privately published, 1957; 92 pp.). 

Jackson, George E., “‘ Delaware in the Civil War: Brig.-Gen. Thomas A. 
Smyth,” “The Grape and Canister Newsletter” (Mimeographed, 
Wilmington Civil War Round Table, I [# 3], 4-6). An Irish immi- 
grant, Smyth was a Wilmington coachbuilder in 1858, who raised in 
1861 a company of volunteers, most of whom were Irish-Americans. 
He served with the First Delaware Infantry Regiment and was killed 
in battle, April, 1865. 

Jaquette, Henrietta Stratton, ‘“ Friends’ Association of Philadelphia for 
the Aid and Elevation of the Freedmen,” Bulletin of Friends His- 
torical Association (XLVI [# 2], 67-83). Sewing circles in Delaware 
contributed to these relief organizations, which began in 1862 and 
were strongest between 1864 and 1872. 

Jolly, Pierre, DuPont de Nemours, soldat de la liberté (Paris: Presses 
Universitaires de Paris, 1956; 303 pp.) . 

Jones, Hugh, The Present State of Virginia, from Whence is Inferred 
a Short View of Maryland and North Carolina. Edited with an 
introduction by Richard L. Morton (Chapel Hill: University of 
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North Carolina Press for the Virginia Historical Society, 1956; xiv, 
295 pp.). Jones, a mathematician as well as historian, was referred 
to in the colonial boundary dispute over the meaning of the Twelve 
Mile Circle. 

Koke, Richard J., “War, Profit, and Privateers along the New Jersey 
Coast; Letters of 1782 Relating to an Obscure Warfront of the 
American Revolution,” New-York Historical Society Quarterly (XLI, 
279-337). A description of the “ Most Severe Canonade in our bay 
. .. Since the War,” in a letter of April 8, 1782, refers to the naval 
engagement between the “ Hyder Ally,” under Capt. Joshua Barney, 
and the British “ General Monk.” 

Lewis, Benjamin M., A Register of Editors, Printers, and Publishers of 
American Magazines, 1741-1810 (New York: N.Y. Public Library, 
1957; 40 pp.). 

Lee, Cazenove Gardner, Jr., Lee Chronicle, Studies of the Early Genera- 
tions of the Lees of Virginia (New York: N.Y. University Press, 
1957; xx, 411 pp.). 

Lunt, Dudley C., The Farmers Bank, An Historical Account of the Presi- 
dent, Directors and Company of The Farmers Bank of the State of 
Delaware, 1807-1957 (Philadelphia, Pa.: privately printed, 1957, 
308 pp.) . This attractive volume is a history of one local institution 
whose officials and goals have been closely tied to the state and, 
like other aspects of Delaware life, often to a single family. Using 
the charter of Hamilton’s Bank of the U.S. as a model, the Farmers 
Bank was granted one with some Delaware provisions: the General 
Assembly was to choose certain directors, and the role of the various 
banks was equalized. The Assembly placed the principal bank in 
Dover, not New Castle. In 1837 the bank’s capital was greatly 
enhanced by the redeposit by the state of federal funds from the 
public treasury. The profit from these state-owned shares has, for 
the most part, benefited the public schools. The bank was chosen 
as the official Delaware depositary of Lincoln’s ill-fated plan for 
gradual compensated emancipation. After declining to become a 
national bank in 1866, the bank ceased to serve as a bank of issue. 
The New Castle branch closed in 1899, and the trend toward centrali- 
zation was accelerated, as is exemplified by the development of the 
role of the executive committee and the professionalization of the 
banking staff. Perhaps “ the distinguishing characteristic... is... 
the degree of autonomy exercised by the local boards of directors.” 
Over 100 pages supplement the work, including notes on sources, 
lists of officials, tables of dividends and resources, and illustrations 
from manuscripts, printed works, and portraits of some officials of 
the bank. 

McBarron, H. Charles, Jr., and Alban P. Shaw, III, “ Delaware Troops 
of Horse, circa 1808-1810,” Military Collector & Historian, Journal 
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of the Company of Military Collectors & Historians, Washington, 
D.C. (VIL, 102-4). Illustrated by colored plate No. 125, showing 
uniforms of the troops of Captains John Fisher, William Shankland, 
and John Crow. A uniform coat of this period, belonging to Aaron 
Swiggett, is in the museum of the Historical Society. 

Merritt, Arthur H., “ This Amazing America as Pictured on Old Blue 
China,” New-York Historical Society Quarterly (XLI, 143-75). 
Among the illustrated views is Macdonough’s victory on Lake Cham- 
plain, Sept. 11, 1814, and the landing of Lafayette at Castle Garden, 
New York, Aug. 16, 1824. The latter view, decorating a Staffordshire 
blue platter, is on exhibit in the museum in the Old Town Hall. 

Morgan, Edmund S., The Puritan Dilemma, The Story of John Winthrop. 
Edited by Oscar Handlin. (The Library of American Biography, 
Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1958; 224 pp.). Winthrop looked 
to the Dutch Protestant colonies for protection against the Indians 
though “it would be a great inconvenience to all the English .. . 
[to be in] the power of strangers so potent as they are.” 

Munroe, John A., “ The Negro in Delaware,” South Atlantic Quarterly 
(LVI, 428-444). In Delaware the Negro preceded the arrival of 
the Englishman, and long before the Civil War most Negroes were 
free, although the state rejected Lincoln’s compensated emancipation 
plan. The development during the last century of the pattern of 
interracial relations and of the Negro’s role in politics is described. 

——, “Senator Henry Moore Ridgely, of Delaware, Dickinson 1797,” 
John and Mary’s College ({Collection of the Boyd Lee Spahr Lec- 
tures, 1951-56], New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1956; 256 pp.), 
pp. 132-56. 

Murphy, Orville T., ““The Battle of Germantown and the Franco- 
American Alliance of 1778,” Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography (LXXXII, 55-64). Vergennes was enthusiastic about an 
American alliance after the news of Germantown, at the same time 
as the Saratoga victory. The French were not aware how close 
Washington came to defeat at the Brandywine battle. 

Noblitt, Loren S. and Minnie Walls Noblitt, Down the Centuries with 
the Noblitts, 1180-1955, Genealogy-Biography-History of the Families 
Noblet, Noblett, Noblette, De Noblette, Noblit, Noblitt. (Green- 
field, Ind.: Mitchell-Fleming, Inc., 1956; 211 pp). 

Omohundro, Malvern Hill, The Omohundro Genealogical Record: The 
Omohundros and Allied Families in America (Staunton, Va.: Mc- 
Clure Printing Co., 1950-51; 1287 pp:) - : 

Pearce, Mrs. Joseph J., “The Milford New Century Club” (Milford, 
Del., New Century Club, c1950; 60 pp. [4+ 16]). Typescript in Dela- 
ware State Archives, Dover, Del. 

Powell, E. Alexander, “The Remarkable American Count [Benjamin 


mee Count Rumford,” American Heritage (VIII, 74-77, 98- 
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Reavis, William A., “ The Maryland Gentry and Social Mobility, 1637- 

“ 76,” William and Mary Quarterly (Third Series, XIV, 418-28). From 

_ their first entry in the records, 83% of this class were recognized 

as gentlemen, while 17% rose from the ranks of commoners. Of the 

former percentage, perhaps one quarter were transients. By the 

1660s, there was a constant movement to the upper Eastern Shore 

counties from among the Dutch and Swedes along the Delaware, such 

as ““ Mr. Cornelius Comegys,” of Kent, a Hollander. The main social 
route upward lay in public service. 

Riker, William H., Soldiers of the States, The Role of the National 
Guard in American Democracy (Washington, D.C.: Public Affairs 
Press, 1957; 129 pp-). The principles of the colonial militia systems 
were incorporated in the Act of 1792 but abandoned through in- 
competence and inaction by midcentury. Delaware, with a weak 
military tradition, equalized the exemptions for rich and poor by 
eliminating in 1816 the militia fines. The labor movement of the 
1870s was responsible for the revival of the militia to serve for strike 
duty. Senator Henry duPont, of Delaware, was active in the con- 
gressional debate which preceded the act of 1916 that resolved the 
controversy between the Guard and the army. 

Scott, Kenneth, “The Great Epidemic of Coining in the Jersies,” Pro- 
ceedings of the New Jersey Historical Society (LXXV, 112-27). This 
article and the one below continues the author’s series on the subject. 
Certain counterfeiters were active on both sides of the Delaware 
River. 

, “Counterfeiting in Colonial New Jersey,” Proceedings of the New 
Jersey Historical Society (LXXV, 170-79) . 

Sharp, E. Farley, [Mrs. Elizabeth Asbury, mother of Francis Asbury] 
(Salisbury, Md.: n. p., 1957 [2 pp.]). Untitled brochure, illustrated. 

Shelley, Fred, A Guide to the Manuscripts Collection of the New Jersey 
Historical Society (Newark, N.J.: N.J. Historical Society, 1957; 
unpaged). Some of the Delaware figures to be found in the more 
than 75,000 manuscripts are S. F. duPont, the Bayard and Caldwell 
families, Lewis Cass, Oliver Evans, Louis and Allen McLane, Alex- 
ander MacWhorter, Hezekiah Niles, and James Grant Wilson. 

Slattery, Mary Pierce and Gertrude Brincklé, Paris Hill Academy (Pri- 
vately published, 1957; 4 pp.). Oscar D. Grover, of the academy, 
graduated from Delaware College in 1855 and was a brother of a 
member of the college faculty, Talleyrand Grover, of Bethel, Maine. 

Stine, Mr. and Mrs. Edward V., “ Genealogy of Ross, Klinger, McNace, 
Stine, Wyatt, and Allied Families” (48 pp.). Typescript in the 
Delaware State Archives, Dover, Del. : 

Sweeney, John A. H., Lafayette, the Nation’s Guest, A Picture Book of 
Mementos (Winterthur, Del.: Henry Francis duPont-Winterthur 


Museum, 1957; 24 pp.). 
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Tolles, Frederick B., James Logan and the Culture of Provincial America. 
Edited by Oscar Handlin (The Library of American Biography, 
Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1957; x, 228 pp-). Upon his arrival 
in the colony, Logan found its commerce, including wheat and 
tobacco from the Lower Counties, rivaled that of New York. During 
his tour of the counties in May, 1701, to collect quitrents and inspect 
titles and surveys, he was dismayed by the hostility in New Castle 
County toward Penn and the Quaker government. Quaker pacifism, 
another irritant between Penn’s two colonies, was flouted by the 
construction of the fort at New Castle, which led to the powder tax 
affair. Logan, as proprietary agent, was also caught in the crossfire 
between the popular party and the Crown supporters. After Penn’s 
death, the Lower Counties began agitating for a royal government, 
and in 1726 Governor Keith sought appointment as royal governor 
of the Lower Counties. Logan, opposing such plans, published a 
pamphlet to ally anxieties in the counties and to support the Penn 
claims. Moreover, as the Calverts began pressing their claims to 
Penn lands, “ Only Logan seemed to realize how much was at stake 
in the unsettled boundary disputes.” 

Torrence, Robert M., “The McClean Family and the Mason-Dixon 
Line,” Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine (XX, 203-10). Archi- 
bald McLean, with other surveyors, established the Middle Point 
between Cape Henlopen and the Chesapeake and in 1761 located 
the arc of the circle and tangent line through the peninsula. His 
brother Moses was commissary of the Mason and Dixon expedition. 

Tunnell, James M., Jr., “ John Dickinson and the Federal Constitution,” 
John and Mary’s College ({Collection of the Boyd Lee Spahr Lec- 
tures, 1951-56], N.Y.: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1956; 256 pp.). 
aa of address published earlier in Delaware History (VI, 288- 

Turner, Justin G., “ Caesar Rodney’s Ride,” Manuscripts (IX, 210-12). 
The manuscript letter of Caesar Rodney to Thomas Rodney, July 4, 
1776, is reproduced in a photograph and also printed. 

Walton, John, John Filson of Kentucke (Lexington, Ky.: University of 
Kentucky Press, 1956; 130 pp.). An early cartographer of Wilming- 
ton, Filson was the first historian of Kentucky and Daniel Boone’s 
first biographer. His father, Davidson Filson, married Eleanor Clarke 
in Old Swedes Church, Wilmington. Walton doubts Filson’s service 
with the Delaware troops during the Revolutionary War but accepts 
his teaching in Wilmington after his return from Kentucky in 1784. 
(See Delaware History, I, 88). His history, printed by James Adams 
Ue ee oN published Oct. 22, 1784, and he drew “ from 
cen ad ‘f Grr map of Wilmington, dated 1785, 
eee _In the library of the Society. After his death at the 

ands of Indians in 1788, among his effects were found a copy of 
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Thomas Dilworth’s The Schoolmaster’s Assistant, which he may 
have used in his Wilmington classroom, and debts listed with the 
Wilmington merchants, Jonathan Rumford, Daniel J. Adams, and 
William Pluright. 

Weis, Frederick Lewis, “The Colonial Clergy of the Middle Colonies, 
New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, 1628-1776,” Proceedings 
of the American Antiquarian Society ... Oct. 17, 1956 (LXVI, Part 
2, 167-351). The register contains brief biographies of 72 clergymen 
with Delaware connections. 

Weslager, C. A., The Richardsons of Delaware; with the Early History 
of the Richardson Park Suburban Area (Wilmington, Del.: Knebels 
Press, 1957; 195 pp-)- Four Wilmington suburban communities 
resulted from the sale of the extensive Richardson estates, and the 
new material available in this popularized sectional history is, for 
the most part, compiled from a detailed study of the transfers of 
property in the area. Though not primarily a genealogy, it does 
contain some genealogical data, particularly on the early members 
of the family. The work is illustrated by drawings by Walter Stewart 
and by photographs of significant houses and sites. Some wills and 
letters are quoted, and there are interesting short accounts of the 
Ladies Botanical Society, DuPont Landing, and the Richardson 
School. 

——, “ The Swede Meets the Red Man,” Bulletin of the Archaeological 
Society of Delaware (VIII, 1-12). Animosity between the Indians 
and Swedes developed through competition for land and differing 
commercial interests and was worsened by relations with competing 
English and Dutch traders, but evangelism brought the Indians 
into “much greater friendship” with the Swedes than with the 
English. 

West, Richard S., Jr., Mr. Lincoln’s Navy (New York: Longman’s Green 
and Co., 1957; 328 pp.). The exploits of S. F. duPont, as an admiral 
during the Civil War, are described. 

White, Philip L., The Beekmans of New York in Politics and Commerce, 
1647-1877. With an introduction by Fenwick Beekman (New York: 
N.-Y. Historical Society, 1956; xxxii, 705 pp.); The Beekman Mer- 
cantile Papers, 1746-1799. Vol. I: Gerard G. Beekman, Letter Book, 
1746-1770; Vols. Il, II: James Beekman, Mercantile Correspond- 
ence, 1750-1799. Transcribed and edited by Philip L. White (New 
York: N.-Y. Historical Society, 1956; 526, 983, 1485 pp.) .. One 
chapter of the family biography is devoted to William Beekman, 
1623-1707, vice-director at Fort Altena on the South River, now 
Delaware. 

Wilkinson, Norman B., Bibliography of Pennsylvania History. Second 
edition of Writings on Pennsylvania History, A Bibliography. Edited 
by S. K. Stevens and Donald H. Kent (Harrisburg, Pa.: Historical 
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and Museum Commission, 1957; xxx, 826 pp.). Delaware items are 
included in this indispensable research tool. The previous edition 
of 6165 items has been expanded to 9198, with the addition of 
certain new sections, such as one on travel and a subdivision on 
general culture, and the former section on fiction has been deleted. 
The index of authors, only, is now much improved by the present 
full index of both names and topics, and the addition of running 
heads is also helpful. 

Williams, Henry Lionel and Ottalie K., Old American Homes, 1700- 
1850 (New York, N.Y.: Coward, McCann, Inc. [1957]; 190 pp:) - 
George Read house. 

Wilmington Society of the Fine Arts, Chinese Export Porcelain and 
Enamels, Sept. 25-Oct. 27, 1957 (Privately published [1957]; un- 
paged). The illustrated catalog of this exhibit of porcelains, made 
for both European and American markets, Chinese painted enamels 
and paintings, and table settings contains an introduction by J. A. 
Lloyd Hyde and descriptions by David H. Stockwell of the enamels 
and porcelains on display. Among items lent for the exhibit were 
some porcelains from the Historical Society, which once belonged to 
members of the Richardson and Hemphill families. 
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